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■ OW  many  of  the  few  hundreds  Avho  give  their  annual  mite  to  the 
' support  of  the  Belfast  General  Hospital,  are  aware  of  the  immense 
amount  of  relief  which  this  Charity  has  afforded  since  the  period  of  its  foun- 
dation— of  the  existing  invaluable  benefits  which  are  freely  bestowed  upon 
the  town  through  its  incessant  operations — of  the  numbers  of  honest,  hard- 
working artizans  and  toiling  labourers,  whose  descent  into  the  abyss  of  irre- 
claimable poverty,  its  friendly  hand  has  timely  prevented?  “ FeAv  and  far 
between,”  we  fear,  are,  indeed,  those  who  can  appreciate  the  almost  bound- 
less extent  of  its  charity.  Those  who,  like  ourselves,  have  almost  lived  about 
it,  may  possess  a fair  idea  of  its  never-ceasing  utility ; but  the  mass  avIio 
may  know  at  the  most  that  there  is  such  an  Institution,  hoAV  can  they  con- 
ceive of  its  paramount  importance  ? 

A few  of  its  warm  friends,  upon  our  proposing  to  draw  up  a sketch  of  its 
history,  with  a view  of  supplying  the  desideratum  referred  to,  and  as  an  addi- 
tional attraction  to  the  approaching  Fete,  instituted  in  becoming  commemo- 
ration of  the  most  gracious  consideration  of  our  Queen,  on  the  occasion  of 
her  memorable  visit  in  1849,  most  cordially  accepted  the  proposal,  and  be- 
came responsible  for  its  risk.  Encouraged  by  this  auspicious  acceptance, 
we  joyfully  proceeded  with  the  Avork — most  laborious  as  it  Avas — and  though 
much  pressed  in  consequence  of  our  professional  aAmcations,  AA^e  had  the 
satisfaction  to  Avitness  its  completion  in  time  for  the  event  with  which  it  Avas 
originally  associated. 


VI. 


PREFACE. 


Under  these  circumstances  the  work  appears.  We  are  conscious  of 
many  short  - comings  and  many  imperfections ; hut  aiming  at  a plain 
instructive  record  of  actual  facts,  rather  thai\  a complete  and  studied 
treatise,  we  have  not  invited  criticism  so  much  as  sympathy  with  our  obj  ect. 
At  the  same  time,  we  trust  the  general,  as  well  as  the  professional,  reader 
j A\’ill  find  matter  to  interest  and  improve,  as  well  as  to  satisfy  a pardonable 
curiosity. 

Though  confessedly  a work  purporting  to  be  a history  of  the  General 
Hospital  and  the  principal  Medical  Institutions  of  the  town,  yet  we  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  incorporating  Avith  it  a chronological  record  of  interest- 
ing events,  as  illustrative  of  the  progress  and  groAAung  prosperity  of  Belfast 
from  the  eaidiest  times.  It  is  expected  that  to  many,  to  whom  Hospital  affairs 
may  seem  dull  and  unprofitable,  this  feature  will  be  looked  upon  Avith  gi’eat 
interest.  Many  names  among  the  bye-gone  schemes  and  the  departed 
worthies  of  the  past  will,  doubtless,  call  up  “ the  memory  of  other  days,”  with 
a touching  interest  A\diich  no  other  event  could  so  viAudly  reAuve.  There  is 
even  a melancholy  pleasure  in  contemplating  the  lives  of  those  Avith  whose 
names  and  deeds  some  stirring  incidents  or  some  memorable  era  is  associated  ; 
end  still  more  is  this  feeling  enhanced,  Avhen  we  connect  these  names  and 
events  AAuth  the  gradual  development  of  a great  city. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Avhole  value  of  such  a Avork  as  this,  depends  upon  its 
strictly  authentic  character,  we  have  spared  no  exertions  to  render  it,  in  all 
respects,  trustworthy.  In  the  compilation  of  such  a vast  mass  of  mate- 
rials, it  Avould  be  strange,  indeed,  if  several — nay,  many — events  (Avhich  to 
! some  may  be  deemed  important)  have  been  overlooked  : nevertheless,  Ave 
! feel  satisfied,  from  the  result  of  a careful  scrutiny,  that  no  decidedly  sig- 

I nificant  circumstance  in  connexion  Avith  our  subject  has  been  omitted. 

The  Engravings  have  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Thompson,  Castle-Street,  and 
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vii 

Mr.  M‘Combj  High-Street;  and  the  Lithograidis  are  from  the  establishments 
of  Mr.  William  Beattie,  Rosemary-Street,  Messrs.  Lament,  Donegall-Place, 
W.  & G.  Agnew,  Arthur-Square,  and  Mr.  W.  Hall.  They  do  great  credit  to 
the  rising  improvement  of  the  town,  in  this  particular  branch  of  design ; and 
it  is  worthy  of  mention,  that,  in  consideration  of  the  charitable  object  of  the 
work,  they  have  been  supplied  without  the  usual  j^ecuniary  j)rofit.  As 
regards  the  printing  and  binding  of  the  volume,  the  work  speaks  for  itself. 
Considering  the  limited  time  in  which  the  book  was  got  up,  it  is  a remark- 
able example  of  Belfast  energy,  skill,  and  enterprise  combined. 

Having  now  sufficiently,  it  is  hoped,  explained  the  purpose  and  design  of 
this  work,  it  only  remains  for  us  to  express  a hope,  that  it  may  be  conducive, 
even  in  a moderate  degree,  to  draw  an  enlarged  sympathy  towards  our  chief 
Medical  Charity,  raise  up  supporters  among  all  our  respectable  families,  and 
gather  around  it  such  a phalanx  of  strength,  that  the  Managing  Committee 
and  Medical  Staff  may  never  again  have  to  complain  of  the  apathy  of  the 
public.  Apathy  towards  an  Institution  which  carries  blessings  directly  or 
indirectly  to  every  man’s  household ! Can  such  be  said  of  noble,  generous 
Belfast,  whose  philanthropy,  ere  now,  was  a w'orld’s  theme  ? Alas ! it  is 
too  true.  Let  it,  then,  be  the  duty  of  one  and  all  to  wipe  away  tliis  foul 
stain  upon  our  city’s  history,  by  rallying  around  this  Charity,  and  establish- 
ing it,  for  the  future,  beyond  all  chance  of  neglect. 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 


1178  The  Foiit  of  Belfast  destroyed  by  Jolm  Be 
Courcj’,  from  England. 

1'210  King  John  marched  an  army  to  Belfast. 

12G-5  The  meeting  of  the  first  British  Parliament. 

1272  Irish  linen  mentioned  in  the  history  of  the 
Irish  E.Kchequer. 

1315  Edward  Bruce  destroys  the  Town  of  Belfast. 

1330  Gunpoioder  invented. 

14i0  Printing  invented,  by  Farist  of  Strasburgh. 

1492  America  discovered. 

1512  Earl  Kildare,  Lord  Deputy  of  the  English, 
takes  the  Castle  of  Belfast. 

1530  The  Spinning-jenny  invented,  by  Jurgen,  at 
Brunsioich. 

1515  Earl  Ormond  marches  to  Belfast. 

1550  The  first  book  printed. 

1552  The  Castle  of  Belfast  granted  to  a native  chief, 
by  Henry  VIII. 

1555  Eandolph  Lane,  govenior  of  the  Castle,  after- 
wai'ds  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  appointed  by 
Queen  Elizabeth. 

1573  Earl  of  Esse.x  visits  the  fortress. 

1575  Lord  Deputy  S}-dney  encounters  the  Irish 
forces  at  Belfast. 

ICO  I Earl  of  Tyrone  in  possession  of  the  country. 

1010  The  introduction  of  Ireland’s  present  staple 
article  of  diet. 

1012  The  town  and  estates  granted  to  Sh  Arthur 

Chichester,  by  James  I. 

1013  A Corporation  granted. 

1021  Markets  regulated;  one  held  every  Friday,  and 
tw'o  fairs  in  August  and  October  annually. 


1041  The  Rampart  constructed  at  this  period. 

1042  10000  Scotch  laud  near  Carricldergus. 

1043  Charles  I.  grants  £1,000  to  improve  the  fortifi- 

cations. 

1720  Houses  in  Bridge-street  thatched  at  this  period. 
1737  Barracks  erected  in  Barrack-street,  previously 
in  Cooney’s-court,  oft' Aun-street. 

1742  Belfast  and  Dublin  stage-coach  makes  the  run 
in  three  days,  with  six  horses. 

1752  The  first  Banking  Company  established. 

1757  Houses,  1,779  ; Population,  8,549. 

1700  Thurot  lands  and  reduces  Carrickfergus. 

1778  The  first  Volunteer  Corps  raised. 

1781  Ballymacarrett  contains  96  Houses,  and  419 

Inhabitants. 

1782  Houses  in  Belfast,  2,026;  Population,  13,105; 

according  to  census  of  Mr.  R.  Hyndman. 

— Independence  of  America  declared. 

1784  The  Irish  Manufacture  movement.  Great  meet- 

ing in  Belfast ; John  C.  White,  M.D.,  Chair- 
man. 

— Population,  15,000. 

1785  William  IV.  entered  the  bay  as  Lieutenant  of 

the  Hebe. 

1787  Lord  Donegal  presents  the  Corporation  with  a 

gold  chain,  to  be  worn  by  the  Sovereign. 

1788  The  first  mail  coach  stalled  between  Belfast 

and  Dublin. 

1791  Houses,  3,107;  population,  18,320.  Ball}Tna- 
carrett  contains  279  houses,  and  1,208  inha- 
i bitants. 


^^^'RIOR  to  the  year  1300,  it  does  not  appear,  from  any  ancient  records 
to  which  we  have  had  access,  that  any  settlement  deserving  the  name 
ot  toivn  existed  on  the  spot  now  known  as  Belfast.  We  are  informed  that 
a fort  was  erected,  in  this  locality,  about  the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century, 
and  that,  most  probably,  a long  time  previously,  some  scanty  accommodation 
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was  provided  for  passengers  travelling  between  the  Counties  of  Down  and 
Antrim.  The  passage  was  then  made,  and  for  three  hundred  years  afterwards, 
by  the  ford  at  low  water,  and  by  ferry  at  high  tide.  It  is  a matter  of  doubt 
among  antiquarians,  whether  the  name  “Belfast”  was  derived  from  this  cir- 
cumstance, or  from  the  swampy  character  of  the  vicinity. 

From  the  first  invasion  of  Ireland  by  the  English,  up  till  1315,  which 
includes  a period  of  nearly  200  years,  their  sway  gradually  increased,  tliough 
not  without  frequent  repidses,  especially  along  the  Eastern  shore,  and  had, 
at  this  time,  reached  a considerable  portion  of  the  Isorth-Eastern  Counties. 
Annoyed  by  these  encroachments  upon  their  native  Province,  the  Ulster 
Chiefs  endeavoured,  but  without  success,  to  keep  back  the  invading  tide. 
In  their  extremity,  they  sought  assistance  from  the  Scotch,  who  readily  ac- 
cepted the  invitation.  Accordingly,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1315,  Edward 
Bruce,  the  Scotch  commander,  landed,  near  Carrickfergus,  with  an  army  of 
6,000  men,  and  at  once  j)i*oceeded,  with  the  native  forces,  to  devastate  the 
Counties  of  Antrim  and  Down,  including  Belfast,  which  was  then  so 
considerable  as  to  receive  special  mention  as  “ a good  toAvn  and  stronghold.” 
The  English  were  driven  within  narrower  limits,  and  the  advantage  thus 
gained  was  followed  up,  more  particularly  by  the  clan  of  O’NeiU,  who 
divided  a large  portion  of  the  County  Antrim  amongst  themselves,  which  they 
retained,  without  further  molestation,  up  till  the  year  1603.  During  this 
interval,  the  celebrated  Castle  of  Belfast  was  erected.  At  this  time,  another 
incursion  of  the  English,  under  the  Lord  Deputy  Gerald,  Earl  of  Kildare,  was 
successfully  made,  and  the  destruction  of  the  Castle,  for  the  first  time,  the 
chief  result,  as  the  natives  soon  again  regained  possession,  and  restored  the 
Castle,  which,  however,  was  a seeond  time  destroyed,  in  a fresh  invasion,  in 
1512. 

' This,  also,  was  but  a temporary  victory ; and  it  was  not  until  Hugh 
MacNeill  Oge,  of  the  clan  previously  mentioned,  submitted,  and  swore 
allegiance,  in  the  year  1552,  that  quiet  possession  was  given  to  the  English. 
The  Earl  of  Tyi’one,  however,  another  of  the  Irish  Chieftains,  having  been 
irritated  by  the  faithlessness  of  MacNeill,  immediately  encountered  him  in  a 
desperate  conflict,  in  which  the  Earl  was  unsuccessful ; but  his  object  was  after- 
wards attained  by  the  aid  of  a Scottish  reinforcement,  in  a skirmish  with  which 
MacNeill  was  killed.  His  territory  was  now  gi’anted  to  other  branches  of 
the  sept.  Towards  the  close  of  the  ensuing  fifty  years,  in  consequence  of 
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the  persevering  efforts  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrone  to  keep  the  country  against 
the  invader,  Belfast  was  given  up  once  more  to  the  natives ; and  Newry,  on 
the  one  side,  and  Carrickfergus  on  the  other,  marked  the  limits  of  the 
English  Pale.  The  Earl  was,  however,  eventually  defeated,  and  a large 
tract  of  territory  was,  in  consequence,  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  by 
Queen  Elizabeth,  on  certain  conditions,  which  not  being  fulfilled,  the  entire 
estate  was  granted,  in  1612,  to  the  Lord  Deputy,  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  the 
wise  and  faithful  Councillor  of  James  I. 

The  territory  of  the  new  Governor  included,  among  other  jiossessions,  the 
Castle  or  mansion-house,  town  and  manor  of  Belfast,  the  districts  of  the  Falls, 
Malone,  Carnmoney,  CarntaU,  Monksland,  and  the  Rectory  of  Shankhill. — 
The  footing  of  the  English,  now  rendered  secure,  was  considerably  depen- 
dent on  the  favom-ite  policy  of  James  in  introducing  into  his  recent  posses- 
sions English  colonists.  We  find  that,  by  his  authority,  a large  body  of 
natives  of  Devonshire,  had  been  about  this  time  brought  over  by  Sir  Arthur, 
a portion  of  which  settled  in  Malone.  Another  colony,  from  Lancashire 
and  Cheshire,  likewise  took  up  their  residence  near  Belfast;  while  the  Scots, 
with  their  first  minister,  Edward  Bryce,  planted  themselves  at  Broadisland, 
and  others  in  the  County  of  Down,  under  the  Hamiltons  and  Montgomerys. 
It  will  be  observed,  therefore,  that  Belfast  and  the  countiy  ai’ound  was  a 
distinct  plantation  ; and  that  whatever  amount  of  prosperity  it  has  since  at- 
tained, must  be  attributed  to  the  improving  habits  of  these  first  settlers. 
The  town  at  this  period  was  exceedingly  insignificant : the  castle,  the  Shank- 
liill  church,  and  a few  scattered  houses  not  more  than  deserved  the  appella- 
tion of  “the  village.”  From  this  time  forward,  however,  its  history  begins  to 
assume  a steadily  improving  aspect. 

f 

The  charter  gi-anted  to  Belfast,  by  James  I.,  and  constituting  Lord  Chi- 
chester, the  newly-created  Baron,  his  heirs,  &c..  Lords  of  the  Castle,  autho- 
rised the  formation  of  a corporation — a sovereign,  twelve  burgesses,  and  com- 
monalty, with  the  privilege  of  sending  two  members  to  Pai'liament.  Thomas 
Vesey  was  the  first  sovereign,  and  Sir  John  Blennerhaset,  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  George  Trevallian,  Esq.,  were  the  first  members.  Under 
this  government,  the  town  continued  to  grow  apace,  both  in  wealth  and 
commercial  importance,  until  religious  differences,  and  afterwards  the  con- 
flict between  the  Parliament  and  Charles  I.,  so  occupied  the  inhabitants. 
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that  business  was,  for  a time,  almost  completely  suspended.  His  Majesty, 
. aware  of  the  hostile  feeling  of  the  inhabitants,  constituted  Colonel  Chiches- 
ter, on  whom  he  could  depend,  governor  of  Belfast,  by  special  commission, 
under  the  title  of  Earl  of  Donegall,  and  at  the  same  time,  took  measures  to 
strengthen  the  tOAvn  to  the  utmost.  For  this  purpose,  he  granted  £1000, 
which  enabled  the  Colonel  to  raise  a fortification,  plant  it  with  cannon,  and 
otherwise  improve  the  defences.  Notwithstanding,  the  town  was  taken  in 
1G44,  by  the  Parliamentary  army,  under  General  Monroe,  though  rather  by 
stratagem  than  force. 

Having  thus  acquired  possession,  the  General  permitted  the  Colonel’s 
company  to  remain  in  the  castle,  while  the  Colonel  himself  departed  for 
England,  to  lay  his  grievances  before  the  King.  The  General  now  removed 
the  company  to  the  neighbouring  villages,  a portion  of  which  reached  Newry 
to  reinforce  the  loyalists  there.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Colonel  in 
England,  Monroe  refused  to  give  up  possession  until  he  had  received  direc- 
tions from  Scotland ; and  even  after  the  arrival  of  Parliamentary  Commis- 
sioners, who  were  instructed  to  bring  both  the  Scotch  and  Royal  party  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Parliament,  he  still  declined. 

The  opposition  of  Monroe  was  met  by  the  Parliament,  who  appointed 
General  Monk  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  Ulster.  Having  seized  Monroe, 
he  sent  him  to  England,  and  the  town  was  again  reduced  under  the 
Parliamentary  sway.  By  the  death  of  Charles,  in  1649,  one  of  the  articles 
of  the  covenant  made  between  the  English  and  Scotch,  was  broken  ; and, 
as  the  Parliamentary  commanders  had  refused  to  acknowledge  it,  their 
power  in  Ulster  diminished,  and  Belfast  was  retaken  by  the  Royal  party. 
Oliver  Cromwell,  seeing  the  condition  of  the  North,  about  this  time  landed 
in  Ireland,  and  sent  Colonel  Venables  to  reduce  Belfast,  and  other  j)laces, 
which  embraced  the  Royal  interest.  He  had  some  difficulty  in  effecting  his 
object,  and  it  was  only  after  a seige  of  four  days,  that  a capitulation  was 
made.  From  this  time,  upwards  of  forty  years  succeed,  marked  by  no  public 
event  of  importance.  Business  was  once  more  resumed,  and  considerable  trade 
had  sprung  up,  as  we  find  that,  about  the  years  1G83-G,  there  belonged  to  the 
port  of  Belfiist  sixty-seven  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  burden  of  3,307  tons. 

At  this  time,  it  is  also  mentioned,  that  Belfast  is,  for  the  most  part,  “ fur- 
nished with  houses,  little  orchards,  and  gardens,  besides  a very  fine  jmrk, 
belonging  to  the  Donegall  family,  well  stored  with  venison.” 
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In  1688,  a new  charter  was  granted,  by  James  IT.,  wliicli  raised  the 
number  of  burgesses  to  thirty-five,  but,  at  the  same  time,  greatly  curtailed 
the  privileges  of  the  Corporation.  The  unfortunate  policy  of  James  began 
now  soon  to  be  felt,  even  in  this  remote  district,  and  the  spirit  of  intolerance 
therein  exhibited  was  met,  in  all  parts,  by  a firm  and  decided  union  of  the 
Protestant  party.  It  is  recorded,  that  the  Rev.  Patrick' Adair,  Minister  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Congregation,  and  the  celebrated  theologian,  Aber- 
nethey,  were  despatched  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  express  their  satisfac- 
tion on  his  arrival.  King  William  had  been  scarcely  proclaimed,  however, 
when  the  town  had  to  yield  to  James’s  adherents,  until  the  arrival  of  Duke 
Schomberg,  who  landed  near  Bangor,  on  13th  August,  1689,  with  an 
ai'my  of  10,000  men,  and  soon  brought  the  whole  district  under  his  sway. 

In  the  following  year,  one  of  William’s  Danish  reinforcements  arrived ; 
and,  on  the  14th  of  June,  his  Majesty  himself  reached  the  town,  and  was 
received  with  the  most  laudatory  demonstrations.  He  remained  five  nights 
in  this  town,  and  lodged  in  the  house  of  Sir  William  Franklin.  From  this 
time,  the  blessings  of  peace  were  once  more  restored.  The  circulation  of 
trade,  which  had  been  thus  temporarily  obstructed,  again  resumed  its  wonted 
liveliness — population  steadily  increased ; and  we  find  evidence  of  the  mer- 
chant character  of  its  inhabitants,  in  1708,  distinctly  acknowledged. 

During  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann,  and  subsequently,  the  loyalty  of  the  inha- 
bitants was  repeatedly  expressed  ; and,  by  their  prompt  measures  to  repel  the 
threatened  invasions  made,  in  the  first  instance,  by  the  Pretender,  and 
afterwards  by  the  French,  they  exhibited  an  attachment  to  the  constituted 
Government,  without,  at  the  same  time,  yielding  their  characteristic  inde- 
pendence. It  was  at  this  period  that  the  first  Volunteers  were  incorporated. 
Thurot  had  landed,  and  reduced  Carrickfergus,  in  1760,  and  was  only 
prevented  from  falling  upon  Belfast  by  the  conflicting  opinions  of  his  col- 
leagues ; and  time  having  been  thus  secured  for  the  levying  of  troops, 
upwards  of  5,000  men  Avere  soon  enrolled,  and  marched  upon  Garrick,  on 
which  the  enemy,  in  alarm,  moved  off. 

In  the  year  1779,  on  the  rumour  of  another  French  invasion,  the  Volunteers 
were  again  enrolled,  to  the  number,  at  first,  only  of  340,  and  presented,  when 
reviewed,  in  the  following  year,  by  the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  the  appearance 
of  a well-discijilined  corps.  Reviews  were  held,  for  several  years,  with 
amazing  “ pomp  and  circumstance  ; ” the  numbers  greatly  increased,  and,  in 
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1781,  amounted  to  more  than  5,000  men.  This  movement,  it  may  be 
mentioned,  was  general  throughout  the  country,  and  a most  extraordinary 
political  influence  was  gradually  created,  which  exhibited  itself  in,  first, 
relieving  the  restrictions  on  trade ; afterwards,  in  the  establishment  of  an 
independent  House  of  Commons;  and,  in  1784,  in  the  exclusive  encourage- 
ment of  Irish  manufacture.  The  celebrated  Northern  Whig  Club,  promoted 
by  the  Earl  of  Charlernont,  sprung  out  of  the  abuse  of  the  liberty  so 
suddenly  acquired ; but  it  docs  not  appear  to  have,  in  any  degree,  stifled  the 
call  for  universal  freedom.  The  commemoration  of  the  French  Revolution 
was  celebrated  on  the  14th  of  July,  1791,  with  expressions  of  immoderate 
joy,  and  was  repeated  in  the  following  yeai’  with  similar  enthusiasm. 

History  since  1792. 

March,  1793,  was  the  date  of  the  extinction  of  the  Volunteers,  an  event 
which  closely  followed  the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  which  contained  evidence  of  a wide-spread  spirit  of  independence 
hostile  to  the  English  Government.  The  proclamation  against  armed  asso- 
ciations now  issued ; yet  the  frequent  arrests  and  penalties  consec[uent  thereon 
seemed  to  have  made  no  impression,  as  we  find  it  recorded  that,  on  the  10th 
of  May,  1795,  representatives  from  seventy-two  associations  of  United  Irish- 
men met  in  this  town,  to  complete  their  arrangements  for  action.  Notwith- 
standing arrests  for  high  treason  were  numerous  in  this  and  the  following 
year,  on  the  news  of  the  French  fleet  being  off  Ban  try  Bay,  on  January  7, 
1797,  the  larger  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  agreed  to  arm  in  defence,  and 
both  Orange  and  Masonic  Lodges  embraced  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  loyalty.  Arrests,  prosecutions,  and  seizures  of  arms  nevertheless  con- 
tinued the  order  of  the  day;  and  in  May,  1798,  martial  law  was  proclaimed. 
The  rebellion  broke  out  in  earnest,  and  the  yeomen  of  Belfast  joined  the 
troops  on  the  12th  and  13  th  of  June,  at  the  Battle  of  Ballynahinch. 

The  dispersion  of  the  disaffected  immediately  followed,  and  tranquillity 
was  so  far  restored,  that  martial  law  was  abolished  in  May,  1799  ; and, 
when  on  October  7 th.  Marquis  Cornwallis  visited  Belfast,  he  received  an 
address  in  favour  of  the  Union ; and,  though  a few  arrests  continued  to  be 
made  for  some  time  after,  and  an  abortive  rising  took  place  in  1803,  this 
unfortunate  era  was  virtually  at  an  end. 

Upon  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Union,  in  1800,  a Bill  received  the 
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sanction  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  municiiial  government  of  Irish  cities 
and  towns.  By  this  act  the  government  of  the  town,  though  still  vested  in 
the  sovereign  and  burgesses,  established  the  appointment  of  Life  Commis- 
sioners, and  a Committee  of  Police,  to  be  appointed  annually,  the  former 
being  authorized  to  regulate  the  paving,  lighting,  and  cleansing  of  the  town 
as  well  as  other  matters  affecting  the  health,  safety,  and  comfort  of  the  in- 
habitants ; and  the  latter  to  attend  to  the  contracts,  and  the  levying  of  taxes 
for  the  public  expenses.  John  Brown,  Esq.,  was  the  first  Sovereign  under 
these  regulations.  This  regime  continued  in  force  forty  years,  and  was 
succeeded  in  the  year  1842,  by  the  present  Corporation,  which,  in  con-  \ 
formity  with  the  Municipal  Act  of  1841,  consists  of  a Mayor,  ten  Aider- 
men,  and  thirty  Councillors.  George  Dunbar,  Esq.,  was  honoured  with  the 
first  mayoralty.  Since  the  passing  of  the  40th  George  III.,  to  the  enact- 
ment of  the  3rd  and  4th  Victoria;  under  which  the  present  corporation  is 
established,  we  observe  that  only  one  act  intervenes,  referring  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  town,  namely,  the  56th  Geo.  III.  This  only  explained 
and  amended  a former  act,  but  did  not  give  any  additional  powers  to  effect 
any  important  improvements,  which  were  reserved  for  the  present  autho- 
rities, who  have,  in  the  short  space  of  five  years,  obtained,  and  in  a great 
measure  carried  out,  the  very  extensive  powers  of  three  local  Acts.  By 
these  measures,  a large  portion  of  the  town  has  been  greatly  improved  ; new, 
spacious,  and  handsome  streets  now  take  the  place  of  the  densely-crowded 
abodes  of  pestilence.  Immense  swamps  have  become  substantial  causeways. 
New  and  commodious  markets  have  been  constructed,  and  placed  under 
special  regulation,  besides  many  other  improvements  touching  the  health  and 
safety  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  foregoing  constitutes  a rapid  sketch  of  the  principal  public  events 
chiefly  connected  with  the  early  history  of  the  town.  The  most  interesting 
portion  of  the  annals,  however,  are  to  be  found  within  a comparatively  re- 
cent period.  Their  number,  variety,  and  significance,  it  would  far  exceed 
the  capacity  of  several  volumes  fully  to  record.  Our  limited  space  will  not 
even  permit  of  a brief  connected  view,  we  are,  therefore,  obliged  to  dispose 
the  principal  occurrences  associated  with  each  great  department  of  social 
and  moral  progress,  in  the  simplest  form  of  annals  Avhich  we  believe  will  be 
as  convenient  and  useful  for  the  reader^  as  it  is  suited  to  the  prescribed 
limits  of  our  work. 
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p^iHE  origin  of  the  old  Established  or  Corporation  Church  is  involved 
in  obscurity.  It  was  located,  however,  on  the  site  of  the  present  St. 
George’s,  and  existed,  though  in  a very  dilapidated  state,  till  1774,  when  it 
was  pulled  down. 


The  history  of  the  first  Presbyterian  house  is  also  shadowed  in  tradition. 
For  many  years  it  and  the  old  Corporation  Church  were  the  only  places  of 
public  worship.  Before  St.  Mary’s  was  built,  the  Catholics  worshipped  for 
years  at  Friar’s  Bush,  in  the  open  air,  and  afterwards  for  a time  in  a house 
in  Castle -street. 

The  other  persuasions  possess  edifices  of  comparatively  recent  date. 


ESTABiaSHED  CHURCH. 

1645  Old  Corporation  Cluxrch. 

1777  St.  Anne’s  Church. 

1811  St.  George’s  Church. 

1833  Christ  Church. 

1839  Magdalene  Episcopal  Church. 

— Shankhill  Church. 

— Academy-street  Chapel  of  Ease. 

— Malone  Chapel  of  Ease. 

1842  Trinity  Church. 

1851  St.  Paul’s. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

1672  First  (Unitarian)  rebuilt,  in  1717  ; rebuilt  again  in  1783. 

1708  Second  (Unitarian)  rebuilt,  in  1790. 

1722  Koseniary-street  Church,  rebuilt  in  1831. 

1770  Berry-street  Church  (first  original  Seceding.) 

1792  Donegall-street  Church. 

1804  Covenanters  (Dublin  Koad). 

1821  Alfred-street  Church  (second  original  Seceding,  formed  in  Commercial-court,  in 
1821. 

1827  Fisherwick-place  Church). 

1829  May-street  Church. 

— York-strect  Church  (Primitive  Seceding). 
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1835  Townsend- street  Church. 

1836  Alfred-street  Church. 

1837  Ballymacarrett  Church, 

Malone  Church. 

1838  Ballysillan  Church. 

1839  York-street  Church, 

Linen  Hall-street  Church, 

1840  York-street  Church  (Unitarian), 

1842  Great  George’s-street  Church. 

1843  College-square  Church  (Scotch  Secession,  since  purchased  by  General  Assembly). 
Newtownbreda  Church. 

Bethel  Chapel. 

1851  Crumlin  Road  Church, 

METHODISTS. 

1805  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Donegall-square  East  (rebuilt  in  1847,  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1848,  and  again  built  in  1849). 

1816  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Cotton-court. 

1820  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Academy-street. 

1823  Primitive  Wesleyan  Chapel,  York-street. 

1837  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Frederick-street. 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  BalljTnacarrett. 

1842  Wesley-place  Chapel. 

Primitive  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Donegall-place. 

1844  Melboume-street  Chapel. 

KOMAX  CATHOLICS. 

1783  St,  Maiy’s  Chapel. 

1811  St.  Patrick’s  Chapel. 

— Ballymacarrett  Chapel. 

1844  St.  Malachy’s  Chapel. 

OTHER  DENOMINATIONS. 

1812  Society  of  Friends,  Frederick-street. 

1814  Independent  Meeting  House,  Donegall-street, 

1819  Baptist  Meeting  House,  King-street. 

Apostolic  Church,  Queen-street  (since  purchased  by  General  Assembly). 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST. 


EDUCATIONAL  AND  LITERARY  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Belfast  Academy  was  tlie  first  public  school  of  any  importance  esta- 
blished in  this  town.  It  was  founded  in  178G,  and  had,  for  its  first  Principal, 
Dr.  Abercrombie.  The  design  of  this  seminary  was  to  form  a high  school 
and  college  where  the  better  classes  could  obtain  a professional  or  a mercantile 
education.  The  idea  has  been  ably  carried  out  by  the  successive  Principals, 
but  it  was  more  particularly  during  the  management  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bruce, 
that  this  school  attaiped  its  greatest  celebrity.  The  youth  of  the  north  of 
L-eland  in  j)articular,  but  also  from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  flocked  in 
great  numbers  to  this  seat  of  learning ; and  so  ably  has  the  Institution  been 
since  conducted,  that,  although  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  great  competing 
interests,  it  continues  to  maintain  an  eminent  position  and  the  prestige 
its  ancient  reputation.  Notwithstanding  the  facilities  for  complete  education 
which  this  establishment  possessed,  the  demand  for  more  extensive  institu- 
tions, which  would  include  provision  for  disseminating  that  species  of  know-- 
ledge  so  necessary  for  the  lower  classes  who  were  engaged  in  manufactures, 
mechanics,  or  agiiculture,  became  a prevailing  idea  about  the  year  180G, 
and  first  suggested  to  the  friends  of  literature  in  this  town  the  project  of  the 
Academical  Institution.  By  this  combination  of  primary  and  high  schools, 
it  was  argued  that  the  progress  of  science  would  be  extended  among  the 
higher  ranks,  and  a number  of  teachers  would  alsQ  be  brought  forwa,rd,  at 
a cheap  rate,  who  would  diffuse  information  amongst  the  lower  classes.  In 
order  to  cany  out  these  praiseworthy  views,  application  was  made  to  the 
Marquis  of  Donegal  for  a grant  of  the  required  ground,  in  perpetuity,  which 
was  at  once  agreed  to.  The  original  plan  included  the  formation  of  two 
schools,  one  suited  to  the  cultivation  of  the  learned  professions,  the  other 
for  the  ordinary  branches  of  educatioii.  At  the  same  time  it  was  also  pur- 
posed to  found  lectureships,  for  the  more  advanced  student.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  Institution  was  intrusted  to  a president,  four  vice-presidents, 
twenty  managei’S,  and  eight  visitors. 

So  deep  was  the  feeling  in  favour  of  this  project,  that  upwards  of  £10,000 
was  subscribed  in  fourteen  days,  which  was  afterwards  increased  by  large 
subscriptions  from  England,  but  especially  India,  through  the  exertions  of  the 
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Marquis  of  Hastings,  In  this  way,  £30,000  were  collected ; and  the  building 
was  raised  in  1810,  when  the  proprietors  became  incorporated  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament, and  received  a grant,  at  first,  of  £1,500,  but  afterwards,  in  1834, 
it  amounted  to  £3,500.  In  183G,  a Medical  School  was  superadded.  For 
many  years,  it  continued  to  be  the  chief  resort  of  the  students  of  the  North 
of  Ireland,  until  the  withdrawal  of  the  patronage  of  the  General  Assembly. 
In  1849,  the  collegiate  department  was  dissolved,  having  been  replaced  by 
the  establishment  of  the  Queen’s  College.  It  now  mainly  consists  of  a com- 
bination of  schools,  under  separate  mastei's,  and  is  thus  similar  in  its  arrange- 
ments to' the  Academy. 

The  principal  school  for  the  education  of  the  labouring  classes  was  founded 
in  1811,  and  a suitable  building  was  erected  in  Frederick-street,  at  a cost  of 
£2,000.  It  has  been  conducted,  from  its  origin,  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Lancaster. 
The  Brown-Square  School  followed,  in  1812,  and  the  National  Schools,  in 
1829. 

The  first  Sunday-School  was  established  in  1802  ; but  this  system  did  not 
become  general  till  1821,  since  which  period,  almost  every  Church  is  pro- 
vided with  this  auxiliary. 

The  education  of  the  blind  Avas  carried  out  on  a small  scale,  for  many 
years,  by  Dr.  Alex.  M‘Donnell,  who  originated  the  first  school,  in  1801.  It 
Avas  under  the  direction  of  a blind  man,  and  a great  number  of  useful  articles 
Avere  manufactured  by  the  pupils.  This  excellent  institution,  lioweA^er,  de- 
clined ; and  Ave  find  no  further  mention  of  a revival  till  1835,  AAdien  a 
Society,  which  had  been  previously  formed  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  commenced  to  receive  the  blind.  The  school  Avas  at  first  located 
in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Independent  Meeting-House,  Donegall-street, 
aftei’Avards  in  King-street ; and,  in  183G,  a building  Avas  erected  in  College- 
street,  especially  for  the  school,  Avhich.  in  184G,  was  superseded  by  the  present 
beautiful  structure  in  Malone. 

The  first  Literary  Society  formed  in  this  tOAvn  dates  as  far  back  as  1778. 
It  was  named  the  Society  for  Promoting  Knowledge.  It  is  chiefly  devoted 
to  the  accumulation  of  a library  and  the  record  of  atmospheric  phenomena. 

In  1801,  the  Belfast  Literary  Society  Avas  established,  which  met  for  the 
reading  of  papers  on  literary  and  scientific  subjects.  In  1811,  the  Historic 
Society  Avas  instituted  for  the  study  of  general  history  and  the  British  laAvs, 
but  principally  for  the  cultivation  of  oratory.  At  this  school,  most  of  our’ 


20 


THE  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST. 


first  public  men  were  initiated  in  the  necessary  studies  and  qualifications  for 
statesmen,  and  here  greatest  intellectual  tournaments  were  enjoyed  for  many 
yeajs.  The  Rhetorical  Society  succeeded  in  1841,  but  never  attained  any- 
thing like  the  high  position  of  its  predecessor.  The  last  Literary  Society 
that  has  been  formed  in  this  town  is  the  Essayist  Club,  which  meets  monthly 
for  the  reading  of  papers  on  literary  subjects. 


SCIENTIFIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  gi’owth  of  science,  as  a special  object  of  cultivation,  may  be  said  to 
date  from  the  origin  of  the  Literary  Society,  already  noticed,  which  for 
many  years  did  good  service  in  the  cause.  The  names  of  Stephenson, 

Drummond,  Bruce,  Richardson,  and  others  who  contributed  a number  of 

% 

important  philosophical  transactions,  which  were  published  from  time  to 
time,  will  be  long  remembered. 

In  the  year  1806,  two  philosophical  societies  were  started,  viz.,  “ The 
Society  for  acquiring  knowledge,”  which  collected  a library  and  philosophi- 
cal apparatus,  and  met  for  several  years  in  North-street,  and  the  Clalvanic 
Society,  which  was  chiefly  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  a knowledge  of  elec- 
tricity and  galvanism.  This  latter  society  merged,  in  1808,  into  the  Philo- 
sophical Society,  which  extended  its  views  into  a wider  field  of  philosophi- 
cal research.  Of  this  society.  Dr.  Robert  M‘Gee  was  the  first  President. 
Most  of  these  have,  however,  passed  away,  and  it  was  reserved  for  the 
Natural  History  Society  to  foster  that  amount  of  scientific  talent  that  at 
present  obtains.  Its  exertions  in  this  field  have  been  already  considerable, 
and  the  names  of  Thompson,  Getty,  Patterson,  and  Mac  Adam,  will  be 
sent  down  to  posterity  in  honourable  record.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
recent  establishment  of  the  Queen’s  College  may  promote  the  cause  which 
it  has  so  ably  and  zealously  begun. 

The  Botanic  Garden  proprietory  and  its  off-shoot,  the  Horticultural  So- 
ciety, evidently  sprung  from  the  increased  love  of  natural  history  which 
had  thus  arisen,  and  the  application  of  Chemical  science  to  Agriculture, 
which  has  lately  assumed  a systematic  form,  though  originating  in  the 
success  of  the  society  for  promoting  the  growth  of  flax  in  this  country,  must 
be  viewed  as  one  of  the  indications  of  scientific  progress. 
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The  Medical  Society,  since  1814,  has  directed  more  attention  than  for- 
merly to  the  cultivation  of  the  science  of  medicine.  Interesting  and  valu- 
able papers  are  discussed  at  its  monthly  meetings,  and  with  its  library  and 
pathological  museum,  there  is  reason  to  hope  for  important  results  from  its 
future  labours. 


THE  PRESS. 

In  the  year  1696,  the  art  of  printing  \cas  introduced  into  Belfast,  by  James 
Blow  and  Patrick  Neill,  about  250  years  after  its  invention  by  Faust.  In 
170-4,  they  issued  the  first  Bible  ever  printed  in  Ireland;  and,  in  1737,  the 
first  Belfast  newspaper  appears  under  the  imprint  of  Henry  and  Francis 
Joy,  at  the  sign  of  the  “ Peacock,”  Bridge- street,  “ where  all  manner  of  print- 
ing busmess  was,”  (and  is  still,  we  presume,)  “ carefully  done.”  The  price 
of  the  paper  was  4s.  4d.  per  annum,  to  Town  subscribers  ; but  much  higher 
rates  were  demanded  in  the  country.  Since  the  period  above-mentioned, 
twenty  newspapers  have  seen  the  light ; of  these,  but  nine  remain  to  the 
present  day,  including  the  original  “ News-Letter”  which  can  now  boast  of 
an  uninterrupted  series  for  upwards  of  100  years. 

Belfast  has  never  been  very  famous  for  its  publishing  enterprise  ; and,  for 
many  years,  Simms  & M‘Lityre  were  the  only  firm  capable  of  undertaking 
the  larger  volumes.  Of  late,  however,  a great  number  of  publications  have 
issued  from  the  Belfast  Press,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  v/ill  soon  equal 

metropolitan  proficiency  in  this  department.  We  append  a list  of 

% 

NEWSPAPERS  AND  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS. 

169G  Printing  introduced. 

1704  Pirst  Bible. 

1737  News-Letter. 

1741  Public  Weekly  Register,  or  Weekly  Magazine.  (Printed  in  London,  republished 
in  this  town). 

1783  The  MercurjL 
1792  The  Northern  Star. 

1803  First  Belfast  Almanac.  Smyth  & Lyons. 

1805  The  Commercial  Chronicle. 

1808  The  Belfast  Magazine. 

1818  The  Irishman. 

1821  The  Mercantile  Register  ' 

1824  The  Northern  Whig, 
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1824  The  Rushlight. 

1827  The  Constitutional  Guardian. 
1833  Northern  Herald. 

1836  Ulster  Times. 

1837  The  Churchman. 

The  Reformer. 

1838  Christian  Patriot. 

1839  Vindicator. 

1841  Northern  Advertiser. 

1842  Banner. 

1844  The  Protestant  Journal. 

1845  Ulster  Conservative. 

1851  The  Mercury. 


THE  FINE  AETS. 

The  cultivation  of  the  Fine  Arts  in  any  community  generally  commences 
at  a late  period  of  civilization.  Its  delay  in  Belfast  must  be  accounted  for 
in  a great  measure  by  the  state. of  society  which  prevailed,  up  till  the  period 
of  the  Union.  Since  then  the  arts  of  peace  have  superseded  those  of  war. 

The  first  indication  of  a taste  for  the  graces  of  literature  may  be  detected 
among  the  events  of  1791  ; this  year  we  notice  that  the  Theatre  was  erected. 
Previously,  it  is  true,  theatrical  performances  were  carried  on  for  some  years 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  town,  but  no  special  building  was  raised  for  the 
purpose  until  this  year.  By  all  accounts,  Mr.  Atkins,  the  first  manager,  was 
a man  of  considerable  capacity,  as  is  indeed  evidenced  by  the  admirable  style 
and  adaptation  for  histrionic  exhibitions,  which  the  theatre  even  now  pre- 
sents. The  celebrated  Mr.  Talbot  suceeeded,  and  for  many  years  rendered 
the  place  celebrated  through  all  Britain.  On  these  boards  have  the  most 
distinguished  performers  appeared,  and  Belfast  audiences  have  Avitnessed 
with  delight  the  “ iaeZy  Macbeth^’  of  Mrs.  Siddons,  the  Hamlet’^  of  John 
Kemble;  the  Belvidem’'  of  Miss  O’Neill,  the  “ Virginius’'  of  Macrcady, 
the  Othello”  of  Vandenhoff,  &c.,  and  not  unfrequently  the  captivating 
strains  of  such  vocalists  as  Mrs.  Billington,  Inclcdon,  Miss  Stephens,  Bra- 
harn,  Adelaide  Kemble,  Miss  Homer,  Sims  Reeves,  &c. 

We  next  notice  a desire  arise  for  the  cultivation  of  instrumental  music. 
The  Irish  Harp  Society  was  formed  in  1807,  under  the  auspices  of  the  late  Dr. 
M‘Donnell.  The  Earl  O’Neill  was,  for  a long  time,  President.  Its  principal 
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object  was  to  preserve  the  national  music ; and,  for  many  years,  it  was  the 
means  of  instructing  a number  of  blind  harpers,  several  of  whom  remain  to 
this  day. 

A wider  field  was  selected  by  the  Anacreontic  Society,  formed  in  1814  . 
With  its  origin,  the  name  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson  is  closely  associated. 
For  many  years,  this  society  devoted  itself  almost  solely  to  instrumental  music ; 
but,  since  the  junction  with  it  of  the  “ Catch  and  Glee  Club,”  in  1834,  both 
departments  have  been  cultivated.  At  first,  its  meetings  were  held  in  the 
Savings-Bank,  but,  since  1839,  in  their  new  structure — the  Music-Hall. 
Dr.  Thomson  was  a most  devoted  member,  and  long  its  President.  Its  suc- 
cess was  one  of  the  great  objects  of  his  life  ; and  now  that  he  is  gone,  many 
years  may  elapse  before  the  Society  can  replace  him.  Several  concerts  are 
held  annually,  which  are  frequently  graced  by  the  voices  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished British  and  Foreign  vocalists,  as  well  as  instrumental  performers 
The  Society  has  continued  to  flourish,  and  now  numbers  several  hundred 
members  and  associates. 

Besides  these,  a Choral  Society,  in  1838,  for  the  cultivation  of  sacred 
music,  and  a Harmonic  Society,  for  vocal  practice,  in  1841,  have  contri- 
buted to  spread  the  musical  taste,  which,  hovvever,  is  yet  by  no  means  so 
general  as  is  desirable. 

An  association  of  Artists,  belonging  to  Belfast  and  neighbourhood,  was 
formed,  about  the  year  183G,  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  Exhibitions,  and 
otherwise  promoting  a taste  for  Painting.  Several  of  these  were  held,  and 
contained  some  excellent  specimens  of  Belfast  talent ; but  sufficient  encou- 
ragement not  having  boon  afforded,  the  Society  dissolved ; and  it  is  only 
within  the  last  year  that  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  revive  the  interest 
in  the  works  of  the  pencil.  This  last  Exhibition,  however,  was  so  creditable, 
and  so  well  received,  that  there  is  every  hope  that  a permanent  society  may 
bo  established. 

A kindred  association  was  formed  in  1833,  for  the  promotion  of  the  Fine 
Arts  in  general.  At  its  meetings  papers  are  read,  and  works  of  art  exhibited ; 
and  if  zealously  maintained,  it  may  greatly  contribute  to  the  diffusion  of 
a proper  artistic  taste. 

The  recent  formation  of  the  Government  School  of  Design  is  calculated, 
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eventually,  to  be  of  incalculable  service  in  the  education  of  the  eye,  and  the 
training  ol  the  hand,  of  the  masses,  which  will  do  more  to  inculcate  a love 
for  the  correct  and  beautiful  than  any  previous  provision.  It  is  a fitting 
period  and  place  for  such  an  institution  to  exist.  Design  and  manufacture, 
to  prosper,  must  combine. 


TRADES  AND  MANUFACTURERS. 


The  inanufacLure  of  Linen  in  Ireland  is  of  vcjy  ancient  datv,  it  having  been 
mentioned  as  a national  trade  nearly  600  years  ago.  It  was  not,  however, 
till  1G99,  that  the  trade  was  established  in  the  North.  The  bleaching  was 
a very  primitive  process  till  1770,  when  Dr.  James  Ferguson,  of  Belfast, 
received  a premium  of  £300  for  his  improvements.  The  establishment  of 
the  Linen  Hall,  in  1785,  was  the  means  of  concentrating  the  business  of  the 
North  in  Belfast.  Damask  weaving  was  established  at  Ardoyne,  in  1825, 
and  soon  acquired  a high  reputation,  which  it  continues  to  hold.  In  1830, 
a great  era  in  the  linen  trade  was  commenced  by  the  Messrs.  Midholland, 
who  have  over  since  maintained  the  highest  position  among  the  flax-spinners 
of  Ireland. 

Cotton-spinning  in  Belfast,  dates  ftom  1777.  Its  introduction  was  effected 
by  R-  Joy  and  T.  McCabe,  members  of  the  old  Poor-house  Committee,  who 
had  the  process  carried  on  for  years  by  the  inmates  of  that  institution.  But  it 
was  not  till  1783,  that  the  first  cotton -spinning  factory  was  erected  by 
Nicholas  Grimshaw,  who  had,  about  that  period,  settled  at  Whitehouse. 

The  Embroidered  Muslin  Trade  was  first  introduced  at  Donaghadec,  in 
1829,  since  which  peiiod,  upwards  of  forty  firms  have  been  located  in 
Belfast. 

The  origin  of  Iron  Founding  in  Belfast  is  obscure.  Prior  to  1798,  there 
are  some  vague  notices  in  the  old  of  Founding  establishments  of 

some  antiquity.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  about  the  year  last  mentioned, 
the  celebrated  Lagan  Foundry  was  commenced.  Since  this  period,  seven 
principal,  besides  several  minor  establishments,  have  been  formed.  Of  these, 
the  Soho,  Belfast,  York-street,  Falls,  and  Cromac  Works,  deserve  special 
mention.  At  these  works  the  heaviest  description  of  machinery,  which  a 


jr'KXJfin  WHT 


.‘  •P  * '7 
-*f7T"»W*‘v  ■ 

- , - t v 


■- : %! 

.^1  > ’•“  ■« 

» 

V '’k  ,> 


IT  • . ' 

«•  I , _ 

Utd/r  tff  Uijp#  9fp0  0 m qtf  WMt  9f  od  at  bad  tr^  ^ 

tbotdauji  vtutsotiiHt  teiUO  ,V>  fejs^  n*o  wuad  datco^  v>  dnhn^  Iw'r  ^ 

."  . * * 

. 1 .-•;.*''  .^  ■ t », 

^ ...  ^ ' • tA  a^aj  lifht  1i6  m4*U0ta  40i^ 

• ^ ' '' ' 7 * ‘ttoail  jKi  noaMt‘f*n*i  ttifl 

' jatiiyfisj  d;fan^  'fd  OwdriJ  m tn^m^  nMin“i 

" . ' b^,dAaaM^9^»iTV^*)^  inf  ( 

A . ' 

I ' Ji’wdt^JtiAS  M b^MrxHttijo  tnJt  fwttiihtrU  OVtt  • 

^ ~ * .mad  lUhX  Ko  loaajuipni 

^osHifstAOi  fidf  Jti  iJti9ta£tfw\^^inPt,  ta*^  ^ '»T/  'jQJtTf 

•^a  — ■ ■ - .t»|»<f^» -nWT  > 

irf''  * ' ,jifudi>n'fl4  ui  bhA^  ‘ha^^H/i  OX*t 

■4^6  ?>m'J5 'Hr  »bh<:‘4.9 

.caisfffiyM.  i|;<i  hnas^HduoAftt  Hui  u«rv iu»  hna  f 

f ' j Jbowoi^tff  n»;>ia4r«r#iiii  miUD  liXTl 

’.W«0’M  A bos  Jf  tti'i>irtji«r)(rjo  syliuiiKj^'<f»WvO  ’TTTi 

, / Jjo)iii/tfkdhH  a»oVt  fT0<rdX  ViH 

jtnf^iww  i«wr»*B«>  li/ft 
' , U«Xi  spr«  J otJifV/  MT»  I 

^inrui'JA^P/uUa  I*>rr<  if  JtT'I. 
9i(f  mstix,4A  «itl  jb<rM()9>4ri>AiP  /iiaM  01  &i 

$0  udoirn  'u>H  1/^eaiif»iiiUUrtAit  ^8t 

^ i^bcrifii  Hi?,  j^ptom-p  . 00^  I 

Jnaatitivou&  £$pJil  a&  $»  •'  / 

■p(^  J>a0Lodbdd,  lAsiJmA  tjf-  iNrJAcrl^iiP  *i9bo£ 

^z»fi)  4liiJ  o>ft  rr^ao^T  iV‘.. 

burB&A  MhPJ  tti  nwU  %y  awi^AvPJseK  fii  hsx">^%^  '****’f 

'*  JQWXXJO^  jOOO.OOC^Ik 

^eoii<f!>  )Jft  ; aaTbfli^  000,9 TS  x»ti  IC  )tAd*{,  4i«U  ^yry*i  nydt  OIAI 

^judhG  (u  'jtaif  aiUir/d  atfy  ti  mxk  0>  Atun  ai 

.«TO»«rtj*00u^j>Ol  *^ahtofei<sv9  . 


»■  -ft 


‘*?>F 


■•■fl  -Sf 


‘.VI 


M 


'{■  .i. 


j » 


H#"  -1 


!!  m 


jTJoaaAa  antnr 


' tr  *■- ., 


’d 


} 


If?  M*9iMr  nr-r  ‘fyo^huTf’  .*?{>  <wf5  Vri  V>A  9f>1 

ft*  ^UnmaT^iatindi  l<inye^  adt  hoM  * tHSS  of  »wv  «i!r*r<iNj  w^H  ►/ 
' ^1/9  id^ijUnf^  »wif  To  §/ii  ’f^'>9f\‘^  ^ ^*1. 

>5Tft*;v  iwlj  o)  «#ofo  q«  **«<«»  Of  |9d^;ia1  «lf  To  fc>Wi>4frM/? 

ft>infiO'^  ‘tO'fiin^iW  totr  fibdl  To  ktA  “rabiw  f*bt,ia  /swi 

S 


i 


•,  f 


•»»i 


■i 


' ^ 


THE  HARBOUR. 


25 


few  years  ago  had  to  be  imported,  is  now  got  up  in  a style  equal  to  what 
the  first  English  or  Scotch  houses  can  boast  of.  Other  notices  are  annexed : 

1272  First  mention  of  Irish  linen  as  a manufacture. 

1G78  Prohibition  on  French  linen. 

1699  Linen  trade  established  in  Lisburn  by  French  refugees. 

171 1 Board  of  Trustees  established. 

1725  Bleaching  Machinery  first  constructed  at  Ballydrain. 

1743  Bounties  on  Irish  linen. 

1749  Mr.  F.  Joy  receives  a grant  fi'om  Parliament  for  improvements  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  paper. 

1764  Lime  used  in  bleaching,  by  Dr.  James  Ferguson. 

1770  Sulphuric  acid  used  in  bleaching. 

1780  Potass  discovered  ditto. 

1795  Chloride  of  Lime  ditto. 

1758  Ropes  and  canvass  first  manufactured  by  M‘Cracken. 

1776  Glass  manufacture  inti’oduced. 

1777  Cotton-spinning  originated  in  Poor-house  by  R.  Joy  and  J.  M'Cabe. 

1773  Brown  Linen  Hall  erected, 

1785  Sail-canvass  weaving. 

1794  White  Linen  Hall  erected, 

1798  Vitriol  first  manufactured, 

1810  Mats,  &c.,  manufactured  at  the  Asylum  for  the  Blind. 

1825  Ardoyne  Damask  Manufactory. 

1829  First  establishment  for  embroidered  muslin  at  Donaghadee. 

1830  Hemp-spinning  first  introduced  by  Messrs.  Mulholland. 

1833  Bounty  on  Linen  discontinued, 

1840  Royal  Flax  Society  originated  by  Andrew  Mulholland,  Esq. 

1841  Twenty -five  Spinning  Mills  (flax). 

1847  170,000  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  Linen  in  Ulster.  Annual  amount  of 
wages,  £1,200,000;  capital  embarked,  £5,000,000. 

1849  In  Belfast,  there  were,  this  year,  32  flax  mills,  with  312,000  spindles  ; 10  cotton- 
spinning factories  in  Ulster;  and  40  firms  in  the  sewed  muslin  trade  in  Belfast, 
employing  150,000  persons. 


THE  HARBOUR, 

The  original  Act  for  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Harbour  was  passed  in 
1785.  New  powers  were  given  in  1831 ; and  the  recent  improvements  in 
the  approach  to  the  Quays,  especially  the  making  of  the  straight  cuts,  which 
has  enabled  vessels  of  the  largest  tonnage  to  come  up  close  to  the  ware- 
houses, have  been  made  under  the  Act  of  1841,  not  without,  of  course,  a 
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very  heavy  outlay.  Though  some  vessels  were  built,  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  yet  there  was  no  regular  Ship-yard  till  17D1.  The  increase  has 
since  been  veiy  remarkable,  amounting  to  six  or  seven-fold,  in  the  course  of 
fifty  years.  There  is  now  every  accommodation  for  the  building  and  repair 
of  the  largest  vessels  ; and,  lately,  a vessel,  of  the  heaviest  tonnage  ever  built 
in  Ireland  was  launched  from  the  Belfast  Ship-yard. 

The  Lagan  Navigation  was  commenced  so  early  as  1743,  and  placed  under 
the  Inland  Navigation  Corporation.  In  1 752,  it  was  under  Municipal  autho- 
rity, but,  in  1780,  fell  into  the  possession  of  a Chartered  Company.  It 
extends  from  Belfast,  through  Lisburn,  to  Lough  Neagh,  in  length  22  miles ; 
and  its  construction  cost  upwards  of  £92,000. 

For  other  items,  we  refer  below  : — 

1785  Ballast  Corporation,  established  by  Act  of  Parliament,  25th  George  III.  Profits 
to  go  to  Charitable  Society. 

] 791  Ship-building  commenced  in  Belfast  by  William  Ritchie  and  others. 

1811  Twenty  vessels  trade  exclusively  between  Belfast  and  England. 

1816  Belfast  Master  Mariners’  Association  established. 

1819  First  Steamboat  crossed  the  Channel  from  Liverpool  to  Belfast. 

1820  Sail-making  commenced  in  Belfast. 

1826  Graving-Dock  completed,  at  an  expense  of  £26,000. 

1831  Act  obtained  by  the  Harbour  Commissioners,  to  purchase  Quays  and  Grounds  for 

the  Improvement  of  the  Harbour. 

1832  Dunbar’s-Dock  completed,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  obtained  for  the  purpose, 

in  1829,  by  Messrs.  Holmes  & Dunbar,  at  a cost  of  £35,000. 

1835  2,949  vessels  entered  inwards,  from  British  ports,  and  1,534  cleared  outwards. 

1 840  New.  Cut,  or  Channel,  opened,  commencing  at  the  reach  below  the  Mile-Watei*,  and 
extending  to  the  entrance  of  Dunbar’s-Dock.  It  has  a depth  of  10  feet  at  low 
water,  and  of  21  feet  at  high  water,  and  cost  £40,000. 

1843  Harbour  Receipts,  £21,153  j Expenditure,  £29,572. 

' Queen’s-Bridge  opened  to  the  public — cost  £28,000. 

1845  In  the  cross-channel  trade,  the  number  and  tonnage  of  Sailing  Vessels  that 
entered  the  port,  in  this  year,  were  3,637  ; tonnage,  236,486.  Steamers,  955  ; 
tonnage,  240,917.  Sailing  Vessels,  outwards,  during  the  same  period,  874; 
tonnage,  50,081.  Steamers,  969  ; tonnage,  242,452.  Harbour  Receipts,  £24,756 ; 
Debt,  £155,470  ; Pdotage,  £3,376, 
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PROGRESS  OF  TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  trade  of  Belfast  was  exceedingly  inconsiderable,  prior  to  the  18th  cen- 
tury, though,  in -1637,  it  received  material  accession  by  the  purchase  of 
the  privileges  of  Carrickfergus,  which  had  previously  rendered  that  port  the 
favourite  with  shippers.  The  disturbances  in  the  latter  end  of  the  17th 
century,  doubtless,  prevented  a full  development  of  the  trade  of  the  port 
However,  since  1750,  it  has  gradually  improved ; and,  with  the  excej)tion 
of  a few  years  of  depression,  the  amount  of  Customs  and  Excise  has  been 
steadily  on  the  increase.  This  is  especially  true  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
vessels  frequenting  this  port,  which  exceeds  any  other  town  in  Ireland. 
Direct  communication  and  business  are  now  carried  on  with  all  parts  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  some  of  the  largest  vessels  in  Britain  have  cleared  the 
Belfast  customs. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  founded,  in  1783,  for  the  protection  of  trade 
and  forwarding  measures  of  commercial  utility,  has  been  of  essential  service  ; 
and,  since  its  revival  in  1802,  but  particularly  of  late,  it  has  become  one  of 
the  most  important  Societies  in  Ireland  ; and,  not  solely  confined  to  local 
interests,  it  has  taken  an  important  stand  in  every  cause  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Prior  to  1820,  the  merchants  held  ’Change  in  a building  now  occupied  as 
the  Belfast  Bank,  and  originally  erected  by  the  Marquis,  of  Donegall.  Here 
all  j)ublic  meetings  of  the  Corporation  and  inhabitants  were  held,  as  well  as 
assemblies  on  festive  occasions.  The  commercial  progress  of  the  town  de- 
manding greater  accommodation,  that  substantial  pile,  known  as  the  Com- 
mercial-Buildings, was  raised,  at  a cost  of  £20,000,  in  1820;  but  so  rapid 
has  been  the  growth  of  trade  and  commerce 'since,  that  even  now  the  once 
spacious  Newsroom  is  scarcely  sufficiently  capacious  to  accommodate,  com- 
fortably, the  crowds  of  merchants  who  resort  to  it  on  ’Change  days. 

The  transit  of  goods  cross-channel,  by  steam,  commenced  in  1824  ; and, 
in  the  short  space  of  twenty-six  years,  upwards  of  sixteen  steamers  now 
regularly  ply  from  this  port.  A great  accession  to  different  departments  of 
trade  succeeded  the  opening  of  the  v'arious  Railways,  the  first  of  which  was 
laid  from  Belfast  to  Lisburn,  in  1839  ; in  short,  the  facilities  of  intercourse 
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and  for  the  transit  of  merchandise  are  now  so  complete,  that  tlie  town  bids 
fair,  in  a little  time,  to  rival  the  boasted  commercial  seats  of  the  sister  king- 
doms. The  annexed  table  presents  a connected  view  of  its  progi'ess  in  this 
respect : — 

1637  The  special  privileges  of  Carrickfergus  sold,  whereby  the  Shipping  Trade  and 
Custom-House  were  transferred  to  Belfast. 

1682  Tonnage,  3,307. 

1 690  The  amount  of  Customs,'this  year,  £20,000. 

1740  A Trade  opened  with  the  West  Indies. 

1752  The  first  Bank  opened. 

1763  Customs,  £32,900. 

1769  The  Exchange  built;  cost,  £4,000. 

1782  Fifteen  Vessels  trade  to  Franee. 

1783  Chamber  of  Commerce  established. 

1784  Customs,  £101,876. 

1 1800  Amount  of  Customs,  £150,558. 

There  are  thirty-six  Tan-Yards,  at  this  period,  at  full  work. 

1 802  The  Meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  after  eight  years’  suspension,  resumed. 
1810  Muslins  and  Cottons ; export  value,  £36,628  ; seventy-nine  vessels  this  year ; 
Customs,  £425,174. 

1 Total  value  of  Exports,  £2,904,590. 

1813  Amount  of  Customs,  £250,498. 

1820  Commercial-Buildings  erected  ; cost,  £20,000. 

1824  Steamboat  Trade  regularly  established,  at  first  with  Glasgow. 

1827  Tonnage  of  Vessels,  21,557. 

1 830  Savings-Bank  erected. 

1835  Exports,  £4,341,794. 

1838  Fifty  Steam-Engines  at  full  w'ork. 

Tonnage,  32,545. 

1839  Ulster  Railway  opened. 

1840  Customs,  £361,502. 

1842  Tonnage  of  250  vessels,  44,458,  exceeding  Cork  and  Dublin. 

1844  Postage  receipts,  £4,802. 

Customs  receipts,  £366,415. 

1845  Customs,  this  year,  £376,767. 


SOCIETIES  FOR  THE  AMELIORATION  OF  THE  WORKING 

CLASSES. 

The  concentration  of  the  labouring  population,  in  the  large  manufacturing 
towns  where,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  giant  demands  of  flourishing  factories, 
house  after  house  is  raised,  and  street  after  street  laid  out  without  the 
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slightest  regard  to  any  proper  aecommodation,  or  the  comforts  of  the  poor 
man’s  home,  has  been  one  of  the  principal  causes  in  bringing  about  that  un- 
i fortunate  state  of  the  public  health  to  which  the  first  sanitary  reformers, 

' Smith,  Arnott,  Kay,  and  Chadwick,  drew  the  attention  of  Groveinment  in 

ISSS  and  1840.  So  much  interest  was  immediately  raised,  that  Commis- 
sioners were  specially  appointed  by  the  authorities  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
j dition  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.  The  agitation  soon  spread 

over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  early  in  the  year  1845  the 

wave  reached  this  town.  It  was  on  the  2nd  January,  on  the  installation  of 
the  Mayor,  Andrew  Mulholland,  Esq.,  that  he  opened  the  subject  before  the  as- 
sembled Council,  and  clearly  explained  the  great  benefits  which  would  accrue 
to  tlie  working  community,  whose  numbers  so  much  predominate  here.  A 
general  meeting  of  tlie  inhabitants  was  the  result,  and  the  Society  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  working  classes  formed. 

Its  first  step  was  the  establishment  of  Public  Baths  and  Wash-houses, 
which  was  effected  in  1847,  not  without  considerable  difiiculty.  The  Insti- 
tution has  been  since  continued  in  efiieient  working  order,  and  has  contri- 
buted in  a great  degree  to  diffuse  a taste  for  a very  healthful  recreation,  as 
well  as  salutary  custom. 

It  is  but  due  to  an  old  and  highly  respected  inhabitant  to  state  here,  that 
Public  Baths  were  established  in  this  Town  so  early  as  1805.  With  the 
suggestion,  and  under  the  patronage  of  the  late  Dr.  Forsythe,  did  the  esta- 
blishment of  Mr.  Israel  Millikin  originate  : and  it  is  not  a little  remarkable, 
that  among  “the  Doctor’s”  first  patients  in  this  new  Institution  was  the  late 
INIarcpiis  of  Donegal!,  These  auspices  soon  brought  a large  custom,  and  for 
many  years  the  Peter’s-hill  baths  were  a famous  place  of  resort  for  the 
respectable  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  still  continue  to  enjoy  his  ‘sovereign 
remedy,’  under  his  own  cai’eful  superintendence  and  considerate  attention. 
Old  Israel,  we  are  glad  to  mention,  still  enjoys  “ the  spirit  of  other  days”, 
and,  though  an  octogenarian,  and  somewhat  stiffened  by  the  pressure  of  time, 
his  faculties  are  perfect,  and  his  memories  of  the  past  continue  to  delight  his 
more  ancient  visitors. 

Early  in  1846,  a Society  was  formed  among  the  Working  Classes,  for 
mutual  improvement  and  advantage  in  literary  culture.  It  sprung  directly 
from  the  agitation  connected  with  the  Bath  Institution.  The  exertions 
of  its  promoters  happily  eventuated  in  the  early  establishment  of  practical 
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measures,  calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of  intellectual  improvement.  A | 

very  cheap  News-room,  accessible  to  the  humblest  artificer,  was  opened,  on 

22nd  June,  and  has  fully  realized  original  expectations.  To  this  was  added,  * 

on  8th  July,  a small  library,  which  has  since  increased  considerably,  and  now 

numbers  between  two  and  three  thousand  volumes. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  this  last  Society  had  its  prototype  in  the  Me-  | 

chanics’  Institute,  which,  originally  formed  in  1825,  for  a time  gave  great  j 

facilities  to  the  -svorking  class,  but  the  interest  having  declined,  it  ceased  -1 

operations,  and  though  revived  in  1838,  the  reaction  was  but  temporary,  and 
it  has  now  dwindled  down  to  the  dimensions  of  a common  school . 

The  Total  Abstinence  Association  founded  in  183G,  and  the  Odd  Fellows, 

Rechabites,  and  Friendly  Societies,  lately  instituted,  are  evidences  of  a desire,  . 

on  the  part  of  the  working  population,  to  strengthen  and  improve  their  social  ' 

position,  and  indicate  a prudent  regard  for  health  and  probity,  which  it  is  ! 

cheering  to  contemplate.  Intemperance  and  improvidence  have  been  too  ^ 

long  the  curse  of  our  country.  ^ 

To  aid  them  in  the  preservation  of  health,  and  to  diffuse  infonnation  upon 
the  best  means  of  warding  off  epidemic  disease,  the  Sanitary  Committee  of 
1848-9  laboured  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  good  effect. 

POOR  RELIEF  INSTITUTIONS. 

We  do  not  observe  in  the  History  of  Belfast  that  any  special  provision  was  [ 

made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  prior  to  the  17th  centuiy.  ^ 

It  appears  from  the  old  records  of  the  Charitable  Society,  that  an  associa-  j 

tion  with  this  object  existed  so  far  back  as  1631,  which  afforded  some  de- 
scription of  relief  to  the  poor  at  their  own  houses.  In  the  year  1771,  how- 
ever, 1st  of  August,  the  foundation  stone  of  the  Poor-house  and  Infirmary 
was  laid,  by  Stewart  Banks,  Esq.,  Sovereign.  In  due  time  it  was  erected, 
at  a cost  of  £9,000,  and  the  Society  was  incorporated  by  act  of  parliament,  | 

in  1774.  It  originally  received  its  support  mainly  from  annual  subscriptions,  I 

but  having  by  its  act  obtained  special  privileges,  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  1 

water  to  the  town,  and  certain  grants  of  ground,  the  proceeds  therefrom,  ^ 

with  the  interest  of  donations,  have  made  it  of  late  years  much  less  dependent  j 

on  the  contributions  .of  the  public.  It  provides  intern  relief  to  decayed  per-  I 

sons  of  both  sexes,  besides  many  children  who  are  instructed  in  useful  avo-  | 

cations,  and  apprenticed  afterwards  in  good  situations.  t 
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The  Union  School,  established  in  1795,  foi'  the  maintenance  and  educa- 
tion of  destitute  girls,  was  originated  by  the  Ladies  of  Belfast,  and  forms  the 
earliest  type  of  the  present  Industrial  School. 

During  a iieriod  of  great  distress,  in  182G,  tlie  Clothing  Society  arose 
under  similar  auspices ; and,  with  the  Destitute  Sick  Society,  continues  to 
relieve  the  deserving  poor,  at  a very  moderate  expense. 

A most  neglected,  unpitied,  and  fallen  class,  have  found  true  friends  in 
the  projectors  of  the  Ulster  Female  Penitentiary  of  1831,  and  the  Magdalen 
of  1842  : and  for  six  vears  did  the  houseless  wanderer  receive  comfort  and 
shelter  at  the  Night  Asylum  of  1841. 

The  wide-spread  calamities  of  1847  evoked  a piercing  cry,  which  rang 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  touched  every  heart.  Be- 
sides the  General  and  Local  Relief  Societies,  the  Ladies  of  Belfast — be  it  to 
their  eternal  Credit  recorded — entered  with  unusual  ardour  into  an  extended 
scheme  for  bringing  relief  to  the  suffering  thousands  both  at  homo  and 
abroad.  The  ultimate  result  was  the  formation  of  a permanent  Institution, 
which  made  a becoming  conclusion  to  their  noble  and  extraordinary  exertions. 

The  Gilds’  Industrial  School  was  duly  formed,  amidst  the  most  auspicious 
circumstances,  and  the  approving  interest  of  all.  Here  upwards  of  100 
poor  girls — many  of  them  orphans — are  fed  and  nourished ; and,  while 
trained  to  habits  of  industiy,  and  protected  during  the  day  from  the  con- 
taminating influence  of  those  who  would  other-wise  be  their  associates, 

V 

they  are  permitted  to  retire  to  their  homes  every  evening,  and  thus  an  op- 
portunity is  afforded  of  promoting  indirectly,  but  not  the  less  effectually,  the 
improvement  of  their  parents  or  guardians. 

The  Union  Workhouse,  opened  in  1841,  has  since  supported  the  great 
^nass  of  the  indigent,  both  young  and  old,  by  an  established  rate.  Notwith- 
standing, we  are  far  from  imagining  that  the  fountains  of  Charity  arc  in 
danger  of  being  dried  up.  There  are,  and  always  will  be,  many  objects 
, deserving  succour  and  care — such  as  orphans  or  neglected  children — whose 
condition,  bad  as  it  is,  would  be  materially  injured  by  becoming  absorbed 
in  the  common  lot  of  the  Workhouse  pauper,  whose  associations  ai’c  neces- 
sarily degrading.  For  these,  the  Ladies  of  Belfast  have  in  part  nobly  pro- 
vided ; and  it  was  the  ruling  idea  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  Mulholland  to  carry 
relief  into  this  hitherto  neglected  channel.  His  Day  Asylum  of  1847  was 
a croAvning  effort  in  the  cause,  and  will  render  his  name  immortal. 
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We  now  approach  the  special  subject  of  our  Avark, — the  History  of  our 
Toaa'ii  Hospital,  and  our  other  Medical  Institutions.  Prior  to  ’92,  there  is 
little  of  medical  interest  in  the  annals : a feAv  A\mrds,  therefore,  will  suffice. 

So  far  back  as  the  year  1641,  Ave  meet  Avith  the  record  of  an  epidemic 
AA'liich  raged  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  districts  of  Belfast  and  Malone 
suffered  so  sev^erely,  that  the  enormous  number  of  5,000  persons  died  of  it, 
in  the  space  of  four  months.  History  is  silent  as  to  its  nature  or  the  means 
taken  to  treat  the  affected,  and  it  is  only  in  the  year  1689,  that  AA"e  find  the 
first  mention  of  an  Hospital  in  Belfast.  It  is  noticed,  that,  about  this  time, 
another  eiiidemic  spread  over  the  country,  and  thousands  of  the  stricken 
AA'ere  croAvded  in  the  “great  Hospital,  at  Belfast,”  Avhich,  in  the  course  of  six 
months,  became  the  grave  of  3,762  victims.  We  observe  no  further  notice 
of  Medical  transactions  till  the  year  1774,  Avhen  public  Medical  relief  AAms 
giA'en  by  the  Charitable  Society,  for  the  first  time,  to  the  poor.  That 
Society  had  built  the  present  old  Poor-House,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
destitute,  and  here,  there  received  Medical  care  many  hundreds  annually. 
This,  then,  Avas  the  first  and  for  a long  time  the  only  provision  for  affording 
Medical  relief  to  the  sick  poor  of  the  toAvm. 

In  the  progress  of  the  History  which  is  to  folloAV,  the  reader  will  meet 
j Avith  sufficient  details  respecting  our  Medical  Charities  and  institutions,  to 
! give  him  a tolerable  idea  of  their  extent,  A'ariety  and  imjiortance.  It  will 
be  found  that  Belfast  wealth  has  not  forgotten  the  Belfast  poor — that  though  Ave 
shall  have  occasion  to  record  intervals  of  apathy,  indifference,  or  neglect, 
still  the  spirit  of  charity,  Avhen  roused,  burns  ever  brightly,  and  on  extra- 
ordinary occasions  completely  redeems  itself  for  past  omissions.  Would  that 
it  AA’ere  eA*er  so  ! — that  the  fountain  of  benevolence  AAmuld  ever  floAV  free  and 
unbidden,  and  that  Ave  should,  one  and  all,  deem  it  an  honour  and  a priAT- 
lege,  as  Avell  as  a duty,  to  support  our  public  charities.  To  bring  health  and 
comfort  to  the  sick  man’s  home — to  snatch  the  falling  victim  from  almost 
certain  ruin — to  visit  the  neglected  child  of  misery — are  deeds  worthy  of 
divinity — deeds  that  Avill  Aveigh  in  the  balance  against  a AAmrld — deeds  that 
assimilate  man  to  his  Creator  ! 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNI. 


i — The  Uev.W.  Bristow,  Sovereign  ; Hon.  II. 

I Skeftington  and  Sir  W.  Godfrey,  Mem- 

j bers  of  Parliament  for  tlie  Borough, 

I January  4 The  “ Northern  Star”  appeared. 

March  6 Died,  Samuel  Black,  Esq.,  a Bm'gess,  and 
several  times  Sovereign  of  the  Borough. 

March  22  Died,  Mr.  David  Manson,  aged  05  ; nearly 
4U  years  an  eminent  teacher  of  the  Eng- 
lish language  in  Belfast,  and  author  of 
several  popular  educational  works.  To 
his  industry  and  the  versatility  of  his 
i ingenuity  the  cotton  manufacture  and 

agriculture  were  alike  indebted  for  many 
improvements. 


— The  Market-House  was  situated  at  the 
corner  of  High-street  and  Corn  Market. 

April  . 10  Prospectus  of  the  Dispensary  issued. 

.\pril  . lit  The  tirst  General  Meeting. 

May  . 10  The  Committee  and  Medical  Officers  ap- 
pointed. 

May  . 19  The  first  Meeting  of  the  Committee. 

June  . 19  Mr.  Hull,  the  first  apothecary,  elected. 

July  . 11  A'grandmililaiy  review  and  procession  took 
place,  in  celebration,  the  second  time,  of 
the  French  Revolution. 

— The  first  foundry  established  in  Belfast. 

— The  Fourth  Presbyterian  Congregational 
House  elected  in  Donegall-street. 
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reader  of  the  Introductory  Sketch  must  have  observed  that  the 
sole  Medical  relief  publicly  afforded  to  the  indigent  of  the  town,  prior 
to  this  date,  was  rendered  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Belfast 
Charitable  Society,  and  that  this  was  necessarily  limited  to  those 
of  the  poor  who  received  shelter  and  sustenance  Avithin  the  AA^alls  of 
their  Institution.  The  number,  Avho  obtained  such  aid,  having  been  ahvays 
proportionate,  not  only  to  the  amount  of  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society 
(which  at  this  period  AAxre  inconsiderable),  but  to  other  cpialifying  circumstances 
affecting  the  admission  of  applicants,  could  not  have  been  at  any  time  sufficient 
to  obviate  the  necessity  for  additional  means  of  medical  assistance  ; and 
further,  it  is  clear,  that  however  extensive  and  complete  the  means  of 
the  Society,  as  regards  internal  accommodation,  there  must  ever  be  a 
large  number  of  necessitous  individuals  amongst  the  class  of  labourers  and 
arttans,  Avho,  Avhile  moderately  comfortable  during  the  continuance  of  health, 
Avould  be,  in  consequence  of  injury  or  disease,  throAvn  out  of  employment,  and 
rendered  thereby  totally  unable  to  obtain  proper  medical  attention,  in  the 
ordinary  Avay,  at  their  own  houses.  Indeed,  the  regulations  of  the  Society,  in 
many  instances,  acted  as  a bar  to  the  admission  of  such  cases;  and  we  find 
consequently,  in  the  records  of  that  institution,  continual  notices  of  the  rejec- 
tion of  applicants,  founded  upon  the  circumstance  of  their  previous  condition  in 
life,  or  the  shortness  of  their  tenure  Avithin  the  parish  of  Belfast.  Experience 
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of  the  system  of  relief  pursued  by  this  excellent  Society,  from  time  to  time, 
fully  satished  many  of  its  members  of  the  hardship  of  the  cases  to  which 
we  have  alluded,  and  of  the  propriety  of  establishing  increased  public 
medical  accommodation,  both  as  a measure  of  extended  charity,  and  as  a 
great  preventive  to  beggary  among  the  labouring  population.  At  the  present 
time  it  is  impossible  to  give,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  names  of 
the  individuals  with  whom  this  idea  originally  arose;  but  it  is  most  probable 
that  the  conviction  was  of  gradual  formation  amongst  a number  of  the  then 
actively  benevolent  men,  and  must  have  increased  in  strength  progressively 
with  the  growth  of  the  town,  during  the  twenty  years  that  succeeded  the 
founding  of  the  Society’s  institution.  Amongst  this  noble  band  of  philan- 
thropists, it  cannot  now  be  considered  invidious  to  distinguish  the  name  of 
one,  who  may,  without  exaggeration,  be  considered  to  have  represented 
then,  and  throughout  his  active  life,  all  the  energy  and  zeal  which  animated 
and  cherished  this  charitable  movement — James  M‘Donnell,  M.D.,  of  whom 
it  will  be  sufficient  at  present  to  state,  that,  in  times  of  the  greatest  apathy 
towards  his  favourite  project,  and  when  almost  unassisted  by  an  encouraging 
hand,  he  continued  to  tend  and  watch  over  it  with  fostering  care  and  una- 
bated interest,  until  it  had  reached  a vigorous  maturity. 

The  earliest  public  notice  of  the  idea  of  forming  a General  Dispensary, 
appears  in  the  Belfast  Newsletter  of  the  10th  April,  and  on  the  13th  of  the 
same  month  the  following  Prospectus  was  published.  It  will  be  observed, 
that  the  prevention  of  small-pox,  and  the  recovery  of  persons  apparently 
dead,  were  objects  also  contemplated  in  the  plan. 

“PKOSPECTUS. 

“ The  importance  and  utility  of  the  industrious  poor  to  a civilized  and  commercial 
nation  are  indisputable,  yet  little  attention  has  been  paid  in  this  country  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  lives  and  healths.  Besides  the  misfortune  to  Avhich  labourers  and  artists  arc 
liable  in  common  with  the  rest  of  mankind,  there  arc  many  peculiar  to  themselves — ex- 
posed to  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  living  upon  unwholesome  food,  and  crowded  into 
narrow  habitations,  they  become  a prey  to  various  diseases ; and,  supporting  the  existence 
of  to-day  by  the  scanty  produce  of  yesterday’s  labour,  a short  sickness  reduces  them  to 
the  utmost  misery — and  misery  unknown  even  to  the  strolling  beggar.  Of  all  human 
situations  theirs  is  the  most  distressing,  and  calls  most  loudly  for  relief,  yet  we  have  no 
institution  at  all  adequate  to  the  removal  of  this  complicated  kind  of  distress. 

“We,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  the  benevolent  and  affluent  should  add  some 
portion,  to  what  they  already  contribute  to  public  charities,  towards  raising  a fund  for  the 
relief  of  sick  poor,  of  all  dcscrii)tions,  whether  strangers  or  natives;  that  they  may  he 
supplied,  at  their  oivn  habitations,  with  such  medicines,  medical  attendance,  and  necessaries 
of  life,  as  may  be  fitted  to  the  exigencies  of  their  situations. 
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“ It  is  presumed  that  such  an  institution  would  tend  greatly  to  promote  the  interest  of 
society  at  large,  and  particularly  of  the  Belfast  Charitable  Society,  by  decreasing  the 
number  of  common  beggars;  since,  it  is  certain,  that  many  complaints  in  themselves 
trivial,  and  admitting  readily  of  cure,  become  confirmed  by  neglect,  and  the  industrious 
artist,  with  his  family,  is  speedily  reduced  to  ruin. 

“ If  the  number  of  lives  annually  lost  by  the  ravages  of  the  small-pox,  did  not  of  itself 
point  out  the  necessity  of  some  association  for  the  inoculation  of  the  children  of  the  poor, 
yet  another  inducement,  of  the  most  urgent  nature,  would  be  found  in  the  frequent  oc- 
currence of  blindness  from  the  same  cause  among  the  lower  classes.  How  many  of  our 
fellow-creatures  are  compelled,  by  this  cruel  malady,  to  wander  over  and  disfigure  the 
face  of  this  flourishing  country,  whose  useful  labours  might  otherwise  contribute  to  the 
support  of  families  and  the  public  good. 

“ The  scheme  of  those  societies  which  have  been  so  generally  and  successfully  adopted 
by  all  our  neighbouring  nations,  for  the  recovery  of  persons  apparently  dead  from  suffo- 
cation, drouming,  and  other  causes,  might  also  be  usefully  united  with  this  institution. 

“ In  order  to  cany  these  humane  views  into  effect,  it  is  proposed,  that  as  soon  as  the 
subscriptions  shall  have  amounted  to  £50,  the  subscribers  shall  proceed  to  nominate  an 
Apothecary,  two  Surgeons,  and  two  Physicians,  to  conduct  the  business  of  their  charity; 
and  also  such  other  officers  as  may  tend  to  secure  order,  permanancy,  and  utility  to  so 
laudable  an  undertaking. 

“ It  may  be  necessary  to  mention,  that  of  all  charitable  institutions  hitherto  established} 
none  has  been  found,  upon  experience,  so  extensively  beneficial,  at  so  small  an  expense, 
as  the  scheme  at  present  suggested;  one  hundred  guineas  being  amply  sufficient  for  the 
annual  relief  of  above  six  hundred  individuals,  a circumstance  which  has  been  accurately 
ascertained  by  an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  a great  number  of  similar  establishments 
in  England.” 


William  Bkistow,  Vicar  and  Sov. 

B.  Fuller,  Surgeon, 

A.  Halliday,  M D. 

Jajies  M'Donnell,  M.D. 

E.  D.  Boyd, 

William  Sinclare, 

John  Campbell, 

Willi A.M  Seed, 

William  Bruce,  D.D. 

Egbert  Davis, 

Wad.  Cunningham, 

John  McCartney, 

Eichard  Meade,  Minister, 

S.  Smith, 

John  Alexander, 

C.  Gregg, 

Thomas  Gregg, 

Egbert  Holmes, 

E.  D.  Boyd,  Jun. 

E.  M'Clelland,  Surgeon, 

William  Clark, 

John  Ewing, 

Charles  Brett, 

John  Brown, 

Henry  Joy, 

William  Seed, 

George  Joy, 

E.  Wallace, 

Hill  Wallace, 

C.  Kingsmill, 

-James  Stewart, 

Christopher  Salmon, 

-John  Holmes, 

John  C.  White,  M.D. 

James  Ferguson, 

E.  Bradshaw, 

N.  Batt, 

P.  Vance,  Minister. 

Valentine  -Tones, 
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I It  would  appear  that  this  Prospectus  liad  no  sooner  been  issued,  than  the 
small  sum  required  for  the  starting  of  the  Dispensary  was  immediately  sub-  j 
scribed  ; for  we  find  that  on  the  19th  of  April,  only  six  days  subsequently, 
the  first  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  was  held  at  the  Town-House, 

I the  PevAVin.  Bristow,  Sovereign,  in  the  chair.  The  following  resolutions  were 
then  adopted : — 

1.  That  this  establishment  do  consist  of  a President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer, 
Secretar}’-,  and  a select  Committee  of  Subscribers  ; with  such  other  assistants  as  shall 
hereafter  be  agreed  upon  by  the  subscribers. 

2.  That  John  Campbell,  Esq.,  Banker,  be  requested  to  act  as  Treasurer  to  this  Society, 
j d.  That  it  is  our  opinion  that  this  Charitable  Institution  should  embrace  these  several 
! objects,  viz ; a scheme  for  the  relief  of  sick  poor,  of  all  descriptions ; a scheme  for  the 

promoting  of  the  practice  of  inoculation  ; a scheme  for  the  recovery  of  persons  drowned^ 
and  apparently  dead  ; a scheme  for  the  relief  of  lying-in  women. 

4.  It  is  hereby  declared,  that  it  is  our  determined  puiq^ose  to  co-operate  with  the  Bel- 
fast Incorporated  Charitable  Society  in  every  measure  calcidated  to  promote  its  welfare. 

i A meeting  of  tlie  inhabitants,  summoned  by  the  Sovereign,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  new  scheme  (to  which  the  subscribers  to  this  Charitable 
Society  were  invited,  in  order  as  it  is  reported  to  make  better  provision  for 
poor  housekeepers  and  for  clearing  the  town  of  strolling  beggars,)  was  held  on 
the  26th  of  April,  when  it  was  expressed  as  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  that  the 
institution  of  a public  Dispensary  is  highly  necessary,  and  likely  to  prove  ex- 
tremely useful  in  this  place,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  support  and 
patronage  of  the  public. 

On  the  28tli  .’of  April  a second  meeting  of  subscribers  was  held,  which 
adopted  the  previous  resolution,  and  appointed  a Committee  of  five,  to  form 
j the  necessary  regulations;  namely.  Rev.  Wm.  Bristow,  Rev.  Dr.  Bruce,  Dr. 

'White,  Dr.  M'Donnell,  and  Mr.  Fuller.  Mr.  'V'al.  Jones,  jun.,  was  appointed 
I to  act  as  Secretary. 

i This  Committee  reported,  on  the  9th  of  May,  to  a general  meeting  of  sub- 
I scribers,  who,  having  duly  considered  the  proposed  laws  and  regulations, 

I adopted  the  following  plan  of  the  Belfast  Charitable  Dispensary : — 

1.  This  charity  to  be  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice  Presidents,  a Treasurer,  and 
Governors,  with  such  offices  as  may  be  found  necessaiy. 

2.  Donors  of  Ten  Guineas,  presented  within  tlie  year,  to  be  Governors  for  life,  with  the 
! ])rivilege  of  having  two  patients  constantly  on  the  books. 

3.  Donors  of  Twenty  Guinea",  presented  within  the  year,  to  be  Governors  fur  life,  with 
the  privilege  of  having  four  patients  constantly  on  the  books. 

4.  A subscription  of  One  or  more  Guineas  per  annum  to  constitute  a Governor,  with 
I the  privilege  of  having  one  patient  constantly  on  the  books  for  every  IlaLf-Guinea 

subscribed. 
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5.  Subscribers  of  Half-a-Guinea  per  annum  to  be  entitled  to  have  one  patient  on  the 
books  at  a time. 

6,  7,  8.  Minor  regulations. 

9.  A general  meeting  of  Governors  to  be  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in  January,  April, 
July,  and  October:  fifteen  to  be  a quorum. 

10.  17.  Rules  for  calling  extraordinary  meetings. 

11.  Any  Resolution  passed  at  a general  meeting  to  be  confirmed  at  a subsequent  one 
before  being  entered  as  a rule,  unless  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

12.,  No  officer  of  this  charity  to  accept  of  any  reward  or  gratuity,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, from  any  tradesman,  patient,  or  others,  on  pain  of  immediate  dismissal. 

13.  Election  to  be  by  ballot.  The  electors  to  be  qualified  three  months  before  the 
vacancy,  and  to  have  paid  his  subscription  prior  to  the  day  of  election. 

14.  A Report  to  be  published  annually. 

15.  The  Managing  Committee  to  consist  of  twenty-one  Governors;  seven  to  retire, 
annually,  by  rotation.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  Medical  Attendants,  and 
life  Governors  to  be  eligible.  The  time  of  meeting  to  be  every  first  and  third  Thursday : 
five  to  form  a quorum. 

1 6.  Persons  interested  in  any  matter  under  debate,  at  any  meeting  or  Committee,  not 
entitled  to  vote. 

18.  Committee  to  report  to  the  general  meeting. 

19.  Rule  in  case  of  vacancies. 

20.  Committee  to  purchase  medicines. 

21.  Treasurer  to  make  no  payment  except  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

22.  Secretaiy’s  duties.  The  Apothecary  to  act  as  Clerk  to  the  Committee. 

23.  Secretary  and  Committtee  to  collect  subscriptions. 

24.  Two  consulting  and  two  attending  Physicians  to  be  appointed  annually,  by  ballot, 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  January. 

25.  Rule  about  attendance. 

26.  Two  Surgeons  to  be  appointed  ; and  no  important  operation  to  be  undertaken  with- 
out a consultation  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  unless  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity. 

27.  The  number  of  patients,  if  eligible,  to  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  Attendants. 

28.  Rule  in  case  of  absence  of  Medical  Attendant. 

29.  In  cases  of  urgency,  the  Attendant  to  have  a discretionary  power  in  purchasing  me- 
dicines. 

30.  A Physician  to  attend  at  the  Dispensary  three  days  weekly,  at  half-past  ten,  a.m. 

31.  A Surgeon  to  attend  in  like  manner.  In  both  cases,  afterwards  to  visit  the  home 
patients  at  their  own  houses. 

32.  The  Apothecary  to  reside  at  the  Dispensary  ; to  compound  and  dispense  the  medi- 
cines prescribed ; to  keep  a register  of  the  patients  ; and  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the 
business  of  the  charity ; to  keep  the  current  accounts ; and  not  to  absent  himself  one  whole 
day  and  night  without  the  sanction  of  the  Committee. 

33.  To  observe  that  no  subscriber  exceeds  his  privilege  of  recommending  patients. 

34.  The  objects  of  the  charity  to  be  confined  to  the  really  necessitous. 

35.  The  Dispensary  to  be  open  from  9 o’clock  in  the  morning  till  3 in  the  afternoon. 

36.  Recommendatory  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  Dispensary  before  10  a.m. 


37.  The  clays  of  attendance  at  the  Dispensaiy  to  be  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Fri- 
day, at  10  A M.  Patients  absenting  themselves  for  ten  days  successively,  without  suffi- 
cient reason,  to  he  discharged. 

38.  Patients  confined  to  their  houses,  to  send  notice  to  the  Dispensaiy. 

39.  Patients  resident  beyond  the  boundaries,  to  send  a Governor’s  recommendation. 

40.  Accidents  to  be  attended  to  at  all  times. 

41.  Eule  respecting  the  repetition  of  medicines. 

42.  Patients,  if  irregular  or  disobedient  to  the  rules,  to  bo  discharged. 

43.  Patients,  when  cured,  to  present  a letter  of  thanks  to  the  Governor  who  recom- 
mended them. 

44.  The  friends  of  patients  deceased,  to  give  immediate  notice  of  the  event  to  the 
Apothecary,  and  deliver  deceased’s  ticket. 

45.  At  a proper  season,  persons  of  all  ages  may  be  inoculated  for  the  small-pox  at  the 
Dispensaiy. 

46.  Patients  in  the  small -pox  prohibited  from  coming  to  the  Dispensary. 

47.  A proper  apparatus,  for  the  recovery  of  persons  apparently  dead  from  drowning, 
&c.,  to  be  always  kept  in  readiness  at  the  Dispensary,  and  a handsome  gratuity  to  be 
given  to  the  parties  most  active  in  taking  up  such  unfortunate  objects,  and  giving  the 
first  information. 

48.  The  Apothecaiy  to  keep  a register  of  such  cases,  and  to  give  instant  notice  to  the 
nearest  medical  attendant. 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  IGth  of  May  was  fixed  upon,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  first  election  ofi  Ofiicers.  It  was  further  resolved  to  invite  the 
members  of  the  Belfast  Incorporated  Charitable  Society  to  attend,  to  consider 
how  far  the  two  institutions  should  be  united,  and  the  best  means  of  rendering 
their  union  conducive  to  the  public  good.  Accordingly  a meeting  of  subscribers 
was  held  on  the  1 6th,  when  the  following  appointments  were  made  : — 

^rcsf&cnt. 

The  Most  Noble  the  Makquis  of  Donegall. 

V tcc=ii)vcsibcnt0. 

^ The  IIok.  Chichester  Skeffixgtox,  M.P. 

Rev,  Wm.  Bristow^,  Sovgn. 

Committee. 


Dr,  IIalliday, 

Rev.  Dr.  Brlce, 

Dr.  M‘Donnell, 

Dr.  Apsley, 

Dr.  White, 

Mr.  W.  Cunningham, 
Mr.  Bradsiiaav, 

Mr.  Henry  Joy, 

Mr.  John  Holmes, 
Mr.  W.  Sinclaire, 
Mr.  H.  Wallace, 


Dr.  Mattear, 

Rev.  Mr.  Meade, 

Rev.  P.  Vance, 

Rev.  Mr.  Kelburn, 
Surgeon  Fuller, 

Mr.  ISITlveen, 

Mr.  S.  M'Tier, 

Mr.  Robert  Holmes, 
Mr.  Ewing, 

Surgeon  J.  Bankhead. 
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CoHsiiIting  ^fjj}sictau0. 

Dk.  Halliday  and  Dk.  Mattear. 

^ttcnlimg  |)fjj)0ician0. 

Dr.  M‘Donnell  and  Dr.  White. 

Slttcnliing  S«vgcoiis. 

]\1r.  Fuller  and  Mr.  M‘Clelland. 
Attending  on  July  30th, Mr.  M'Clune. 


On  May  19th,  the  Committee  of  Management  held  their  j^rs^  meeting  at  the 
Town-House.  The  lion.  C.  Skeffington,  V.P.,  presided.  Drs.  White  and 
M‘Donnell  and  Mr.  MTlvcen  were  deputed  to  take  a house  for  the  Dispen- 
sary. An  advertisement  for  an  Apothecary,  at  an  annual  salary  of  £40,  with 
an  additional  sum  according  to  merit,  was  ordered.  The  two  attending  sur- 
geons were  requested  to  dispense  the  medicines  until  the  Apothecary  would  | 
be  regularly  installed.  At  a special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  the 
19th  June,  pursuant  to  advertisement,  and  after  an  examination  of  the  can- 
didates by  the  Medical  Attendants,  the  election  of  the  first  Apothecary  was 
made,  by  ballot,  when  Mr.  Hull  was  the  successful  candidate. 

On  the  oOth  of  July,  arrangements  were  entered  into  with  the  Charitable 
Society,  whereby  the  Committee  were  to  obtain  the  use  of  rooms  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Apothecary,  medical  officers,  and  patients,  free  of 
expense. 

Tlie  above  comprise  the  principal  events  relating  to  the  founding  of  the 
Belfast  Dispensary.  Though  unpretending  in  its  machinery,  Ave  cannot  but 
admire  the  high  philanthropic  spirit  Avhich,  in  a time  of  great  political  excite- 
ment, actuated  the  small  but  memorable  band  Avhose  names  we  have  recorded. 

All  they  asked  for  was  the  sum  of  £50  to  initiate  a scheme  Avhich  was  prac- 
tically to  supply  prompt  and  efficient  aid  to  the  hitherto  neglected  artizan,  in 
suffering  and  in  trial— to  mitigate  the  horrors  of  that  loathsome  scourge, 
Avhose  devastations  had  been  a Avorld’s  theme  for  ages — to  snatch  the  asphyxi- 
ated from,  in  many  instances,  impending  death,  and  to  bring  relief  to  the  des- 
titute mother,  in  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  danger.  These  Avere  objects  Avorthy 
of  an  enterprizing  and  benevolent  community,  and  Avorthily  AAms  theii'  realiza- 
tion attempted.  It  Avas  not  to  be  expected  that  the  insignificant  sum  called 
for  would  be  sufficient  to  institute  simultaneously  these  varied  plans,  thouo-h, 
to  the  honour  of  the  profession,  be  it  eAmr  remembered,  that  body  upon  Avdiom 
rested  the  entire  success  of  every  part  of  the  scheme,  Avarmly  co-operated  to 
cany  out  the  undertaking,  regardless  of  all  trouble  and  the  sacrifice  of  valu- 
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ij  nblc  time.  The  Committee,  therefore,  wisely  restricted  their  exertions  in  the 

I first  instance,  to  the  limited  objects  of  a new  Dispensary.  And  to  this  they  de- 

voted  themselves  with  the  utmost  energy  and  ardour,  as  is  clearly  evidenced 
; by  the  careful,  elaborate,  and  ]')rovident  manner  in  which  was  drawn  up  the 

ij  excellent  code  of  Rules,  many  of  which  are  in  full  force  at  the  present  day. 

jj  It  is  also  pleasing  to  observe  with  what  unanimity  the  leading  merchants 
and  professional  men  laboured  for  the  common  good,  and  how  parties  of  all 
ranks,  and  of  all  political  and  religious  creeds,  acted  in  harmony  and  mutual 
good-will — a circumstance  which  augured  well  both  for  the  present  stability  of 
the  project  and  for  its  ultimate  prosperity.  So  far,  the  founders  of  this  infant 
charity  were  blessed  with  every  token  of  success,  a circumstance  which,  no 
, doubt,  raainlv  contributed  to  foster  that  dauntless  enthusiasm  in  the  minds  of 

l|  ^ 

ij  a few,  which  enabled  them  subsequently,  when  the  clouds  of  apathy  and 
neglect  fell  around  the  Institution,  to  proceed  steadily  onwards,  and  ultimately 
surmount  every  obstacle. 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 


2.  ^ 


January  4 Died  Mr.  Samuel  Ferguson,  tanner. 
Mai-cli  9 Military  riots  and  outrage  in  the  town. 
March  11  Suppression  of  the  Volunteers. 


Juno 


27  Died,  in  his  80  th  year,  Wm.  Macartney,  Esq., 
for  many  years  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  Borough. 

A Discount  Otfice  established  by  Messrs. 
Gilbert  MTlveen  & Co. 


a, 


— The  Chamber  of  Commerce  suspend  their 
meetmgs. 

— A Society  of  the  United  Irishmen  fomied. 
January  .3  Died  Mr.  Alexander  Stevenson. 

Feb.  20  Belfast  Lying-in  Hospital  opened  at  25, 
Donegall-street. 


March 

May 

Dec. 


10  Died  Mr.  John  Henderson,  merchant. 

10  Died  Mr.  Thomas  Neilson,  who  was  pro- 
minently connected  with  the  political 
struggles  of  the  period. 

1 Died  William  Brown,  Esq.,  an  eminent 
merchairt,  and  commander  of  the  Volun- 
teer Company  (blues). 


March  28  All  business  suspended  for  this  day,  to 
express  the  general  regi'ct  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Earl 
Fitzwilliam. 

May  10  A delegate  meeting  of  representatives 
from  72  societies  of  “ United  Iiishmen  ” 
held. 


E '^  © S a 
August 


The  Charitable  Society  support,  at  this  dale, 
90  aged  and  infirm  poor,  and  90  boys  and 
girls  on  the  premises;  and,  besides,  af- 
ford out-door  relief  to  336  poor  families. 

August  24  The  Ladies  of  Belfast  receive  the  special 
commendation  of  the  Press,  for  their 
benevolent  exertions  in  founding  the 
Girls’  Union  School,  at  43,  Waring- 
street — the  type  of  the  present  Girls’ 
Industrial  School. 


a ® 


January  23  An  extraordinary  high  tide ; boats  plied 
all  day  in  High-street. 

Sept.  29  John  Brown,  Esq.,  Peter’s-hill,  elected 
Sovereign,  vice  Rev.  William  Bristow. 

Sept.  Several  arrests  of  leading  merchants  and 
others,  on  the  charge  of  high  treason, 
took  place  at  this  period. 


October  20  William  M’Bride,  a cotton  spinner,  assas- 
sinated in  North-street. 

Dec.  31  A Town  Meeting  convened  by  the  Sove- 
reign, in  consequence  of  the  news  of 
the  appearance  of  the  French  Fleet  otf 
Banti-y  Ba}'. 


«iN  the  period  defined  by  the  heading  of  this  chapter,  little  of  material 
I interest  appears  to  have  occurred  in  the  progress  of  the  Dispensary. 
By  a reference  to  the  minutes  of  January  2,  1794,  we  find,  that  in  the  inter- 
val from  the  opening  of  the  institution,  733  patients  were  attended  by  the 
medical  officers — a number  surprisingly  small,  when  compared  with  the  exten- 
sive returns  of  the  present  General  Dispensary. 

In  order  to  carry  out  that  department  of  the  plan  of  the  Dispensary  which 
aimed  at  the  recovery  of  persons  apparently  dead,  a special  apparatus  for  the 

G 


42 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  DISPENSARY, 


[1793-96 


I inflation  of  the  lungs,  with  other  suitable  instruments,  Avas  ordered  and  re- 
; ceived  from  the  London  Humane  Society,  about  this  time.  It  had  been  the 
intention  of  Dr.  M‘Donnell  and  other  members,  Avho  took  an  interest  in  this 
matter,  as  one  of  the  promised  advantages  of  the  Dispensary,  to  have  had  this 
apparatus  located  in  a place  of  public  note,  in  the  vdeinity  of  the  shipping, 
and  to  have  carried  out  the  object  m a manner  someAvhat  similar  to  the  plan 
of  Humane  Societies  in  the  large  Sea-ports.  This  was  never  properly  effected; 
j and  cases  of  the  kind  have  been,  and  are  now,  restored  by  the  means  most 
I convenient  to  the  practitioner  Avho  may  be  first  summoned.  It  is,  howcAmr, 
a matter  of  regret,  that  a special  society  has  not  been  long  since  formed, 

■ Avith  this  sole  object  in  vicAV,  in  this  populous  city. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1795,  on  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Hidl,  IMi*.  Eichard 
Devlin  Avas  duly  elected  in  his  place,  as  Apothecary  to  the  Dispensary. 

General  metings  of  subscribers,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  reports  of 
the  charity  and  electing  officers,  Avere  held  in  the  month  of  January  1793, 
1794,  and  1795.  The  changes  AAdiich  ocurred  on  these  occasions  aaoII  be  seen 
j by  referring  to  the  Appendix. 

I In  the  year  1796,  from  some  unexplained  cause,  no  general  meeting  Avas 
' held  ; and,  on  examination  of  the  records,  Ave  notice  that  even  the  meetings 

of  Committee  ceased  after  the  2nd  of  June  this  year.  A total  want  of  in- 
terest seems  to  haAm  preAmiled  at  this  time.  The  institution,  consequently^ 
fell  into  debt,  and  was  in  the  most  imminent  danger  of  being  completely 
abandoned. 

I It  has  frequently  been  remarked  in  the  infancy  of  new  undertakings,  that 

■ a period  of  decline  is  sure  to  supervene  upon  even  the  most  auspicious  com- 
mencement. Such  early  struggles  are  doubtless  salutary;  they  are  a Auvifying 
stimulus,  calculated  to  render  ultimate  stability  more  certain  and  secure. 

In  the  present  instance  such  seems  to  have  been  the  case,  for  not  long  after 
the  lull  of  public  interest  in  this  unpretending  charity,  a re-action  ensued^ — 

' a ncAV  spirit  was  infused  into  its  former  supporters,  and  the  most  desponding 
! felt  that  a favourable  change  had  arrived. 
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JN  tlie  absence  of  interesting  facts  toucliing  our  subject,  we  shall  request 
the  attention  of  our  readers  on  behalf  of  an  old  and  a kmdred  medical 
charity,  Avhich  was  originated  early  in  the  year  1794.  We  allude  to  the 
the  Lying-in  Hospital.  It  Avill  have  been  already  noticed  that  it  had  been 
part  of  the  design  of  the  original  promoters  of  the  Dispensary,  to  institute  a 
department  for  the  relief  of  poor  women,  during  the  period  of  their  confine- 
ment. It  Avould  appear,  however,  that  this  idea  AAms  not  long  retained, 
most  probably  in  consequence  of  a movement,  on  the  part  of  the  ladies  of 
Belfast,  Avhich  shortly  eventuated  in  the  formation  of  the  charity  referred  to. 

The  records  of  this  institution  inform  us  that,  on  the  23d  of  December, 
1793,  a very  large  meeting  of  the  ladies  of  Belfast  was  held  at  the  Linen 
Hall.  Lady  Harriet  Skefiington  presided.  The  object  was  to  establish  “ The 
Humane  Female  Society,”  for  the  relief  of  poor  lying-in  Avomen.  The 
folloAving  ladies  Avere  appointed  to  conduct  its  affairs  ; 

patroness. 

Lady  Harkiet  Skeffington. 

Tice-|)atroncs». 

LIes.  Clarke. 

Creasuver. 

Mrs.  Broaa'n. 

Srerctavj)- 
Mrs.  M‘Tier. 

({Tommittcc. 


Mrs.  Bristoav. 

Mrs.  Halidat. 

Mrs.  Mattear. 

IMrs.  Wm.  Sinclaire. 


Mrs.  Eaa’ing. 

Mrs.  Ha  de. 

Mrs.  Montgomery. 


At  this  meeting  Drs.  Mattear,  Apsley,  and  M‘Donnell,  and  the  Rev.  Mi\ 
Clark,  were  requested  to  present  an  application  to  the  Charitable  Society 


for  suitable  accommodation,  and  the  physicians  of  the  tOAvn  were  solicited  to 
give  their  advice  and  assistance  to  forward  the  scheme.  A code  of  rules  was 
drawn  up  and  adopted  on  the  30th  foUoAving,  arranging  the  privileges  of 
subscribers,  the  duties  of  the  managers,  and  the  admission  of  patients. 
These  differ  but  little  from  the  regulations  of  the  present  managepient— 
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a circumstance  which  attests  the  care  and  foresight  with  which  these 
benevolent  ladies  set  about  the  establishment  of  the  charity. 

On  January  4th,  1794,  the  Committee  rented  a house  in  Donegall-street, 
then  No.  25,  for  the  yearly  sum  of  twelve  guineas.  In  February,  arrange- 
ments were  made  \vith  Drs.  Mattear,  Apsley,  J.  Moore,  Stephenson,  and 
White,  and  Messrs.  McClelland  and  Bankhead,  whereby  these  gentlemen 
were  engaged  to  attend  the  Hospital  when  required,  in  rotation,  for  a short 
period.  On  the  19th  of  this  month  a letter,  in  reply  to  an  application,  was 
received  from  the  then  Marchioness  of  Donegall,  giving  the  handsome  sub- 
I scription  of  £50.  This  large  sum  she  continued  to  give  annually  till  the 
year  1799.  On  the  20th  of  this  month  the  first  patient  was  admitted  into 
I the  Hospital. 

The  establishment  was  now  regularly  started  on  its  benevolent  mission. 
Up  till  the  year  1800  the  number  of  annual  admissions  was  considerably 
under  fifty,  but  afterwards  they  greatly  increased ; as  we  find  that  from  this 
date  till  1830,  when  the  Hospital  was  temporarily  removed  to  No.  11,  Lan- 
caster-street,  the  numbers  annually  relieved  were  considerably  above  100. 

In  the  year  1797,  we  notice  that  a project  was  initiated  by  this  Society, 
to  maintain  and  educate  orphan  girls,  by  means  of  funds  arising  from  pre- 
vious savings  in  the  management  of  the  charity.  This  happy  idea  was 
' successfully  realized ; and  ere  this  year  had  closed,  upwards  of  twenty  for- 
! saken  creatures  had  received  the  incalculable  benefits  of  industrial  training, 
and  an  almost  parental  care.  Unfortunately  this  new  feature  did  not  long 
survive,  as,  in  a short  time,  the  records  become  silent  as  to  its  operations  or 
existence.  Another  important  circumstance  in  connexion  with  the  charity, 
was  the  relief  of  poor  women  at  their  own  houses,  which  was  supplied  for 
a number  of  years.  Though  not  contemplated  in  the  original  plan,  yet 
it  was  so  strongly  urged  by  Dr.  M‘Donnell,  that  it  eventually  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Society;  and,  up  till  the  year  1832,  we  find  it  recorded,  that 
upwards  of  thirty-four  were  annually  relieved  at  their  own  houses. 

During  this  longperiod,  thegoverning  ladies,  foreseeing  that  the  inconvenient 
and  imperfect  arrangements  of  a hired  dwelling-house  would  be  ultimately 
superseded  as  the  institution  became  more  developed,  had  been  gradually 
accumulating  a fund  over  and  above  its  annual  support.  This,  in  the  year 
1828,  amounted  to  £550,  a sum  which  was  deemed  sufficiently  large  to 
warrant  them  in  taking  immediate  steps  to  provide  better  accommodation. 
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The  building  of  a special  hospital  was  not  then  immediately  determined  on, 
though  long  contemplated  ; for  we  find  in  the  records  that  the  only  move 
then  made,  was  to  look  out  for  a suitable  mansion.  On  the  10th  of  May  of 
this  year,  at  a general  meeting  of  subscribers,  the  Countess  of  Massareeue 
in  the  chair,  this  duty  was  deputed  to  Drs.  Samuel  Thomson,  Stephenson, 
and  M‘Cluney,  and  Rev.  W.  Bruce.  This  committee  having  reported  their 
want  of  success,  and  having  recommended  a removal  from  the  premises  then 
occupied,  they  were  requested,  on  the  2nd  of  June  following,  to  consider  a plan 
for  the  intended  new  Hospital,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  they  might  find 
requisite.  On  the  12th  of  January,  1829,  application  was  accordingly  made 
to  Lord  Donegall,  for  a grant  of  ground.  This  application  did  not  prove 
successful,  as  we  observe,  in  the  April  succeeding,  that  the  Charitable  Society 
granted  permission  for  the  building  of  a Lying-in  Hospital  on  their  grounds, 
on  certain  conditions — mainly  to  prevent  its  being  ever  alienated  to  any  other 
purpose.  This  having  been  satisfactorily  arranged,  the  building  was  promptly 
commenced,  agreeably  to  the  design,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  the  architect,  by  Mr.  Andrew  Moody,  the  contractor. 

The  new  Hospital,  which  is  a handsome  square  building  on  the  Antrim 
road,  and  cost  upwaixls  of  £1,200,  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients 
in  August,  1830.  It  is  rather  small,  being  calculated  to  accommodate  but 
eighteen  patients,  and  the  resident  officials  and  servants — an  amount  of  ac- 
commodation much  too  limited  for  the  numbers  that  continually  apply.  The 
interior  is  well  regulated,  and  presents  rather  a neat  appearance ; and  every- 
tliing  seems  done  that  can  be,  to  ensure  the  utmost  cleanliness  and  salubrity. 

The  institution  is  still  under  the  direction  of  a Patroness,  a Vice-Patroness, 
and  a Committee  of  twenty  ladies,  with  a Treasurer  and  Secretary,  who  are 
ex-officio  members.  These  managers  meet  monthly,  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  and  appoint  weekly  visitors.  A general  meeting  of  subscribers  is 
summoned  in  the  month  of  February,  annually.  The  hospital  is  supported 
by  the  subscriptions  of  the  public,  collected  annually,  besides  donations  and 
bequests ; which,  however,  have  been  as  yet  inconsiderable.  The  subscrip- 
tions have  seldom  reached  £150,  though  in  the  present  year  they  amounted 
to  £167.  Eligible  patients  are  admitted  on  presenting  a written  recom- 
mendation of  a subscriber,  accompanied  by  a certificate  of  a respectable 
householder,  as  to  the  fact  of  her  marriage;  the  recommendation  to  be 
countersigned  by  a member  of  the  Committee.  On  leaving  the  hospital  a 
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supply  of  clothes  for  the  infant  is  gi’anted.  Visitors  can  only  be  admitted 
on  the  order  of  the  weekly  orderly,  or  the  Secretary.  A registry  is  kej^t  of 
all  the  patients — their  religion,  names,  and  residence  ; also  of  the  births  and 
sexes  of  the  children. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record,  as  strong  evidence  in  favour  of  its  general 
management — that  no  epidemic  has  ever  appeared  within  its  walls.  On  one 
occasion,  indeed — June  1833 — a single  case  of  typhus  appeared,  infection 
having  been  received  before  admission  ; but,  by  proper  restrictions  and  scru- 
pulous care,  was  prevented  from  extending  its  contaminating  influence. 

I 

The  Committee  of  the  charity  have  been  peculiarly  happy  in  securing  the 
services  of  distinguished  physicians  to  superintend  the  medical  department. 
In  addition  to  the  physicians  already  mentioned,  prior  to  1822,  Dr.  S.  S. 
Thomson,  Dr.  Robert  M‘Gee,  and  several  others,  were  successively  attached 
to  the  institution.  At  this  date.  Dr.  Robert  Stephenson  was  appointed,  and 
held  office  for  a period  of  fifteen  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  retired, 
much  to  the  regret  of  the  Committee.  Since  this  time.  Dr.  Burden,  Profes- 
sor of  Midwifery  in  the  Queen’s  College,  has  been  in  constant  attendance. 

The  average  number  of  patients,  since  the  opening  of  the  new  house,  has 
been  191  annually,  who  have  been  relieved  at  an  average  annual  expense  of 
£143,  which  is  equal  to  11s.  3d.  per  patient ; by  no  means  a large  amount, 
when  we  consider  that  about  nine  days  is  the  average  stay  of  each  patient 
in  hospital.  From  an  examination  of  the  annual  reports,  several  very  in- 
teresting facts,  considered  in  a medical  point  of  view,  may  be  elicited. 
Since  1830,  the  total  number  of  patients  admitted  amounts  to  3,832. 
The  deaths  of  the  mothers  were  11  in  number — a mortality  of  *259  per 
cent.  The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  was  as  100  to  80  ; 4*3  per 
cent,  were  still-births;  and  *92  per  cent,  were  twin  births.  The  highest 
female  births,  occurred  in  the  years  1839,  1835,  and  1832 — the  number  for 
1839  having  been  31  per  cent,  above  the  average.  The  lowest  we  find  in 
1848,  1849,  and  1850 — the  proportion  for  1848  having  been  exactly  31  per 
cent,  below  the  average.  We  thus  observe  that  the  female  buhlis  had  a 
range  of  62  per  cent.,  supposing  the  males  to  have  remained  stationary.  On 
comparing  this  return  with  those  of  similar  institutions  elsewhere,  we  feel  a 
gratification  in  recording  that  the  mortality  is  a most  favourable  feature  of 
this  Hospital,  as  a reference  to  the  data  given  in  the  Appendix  will  abun- 
dantly prove.  Tills  is  matter  for  much  congratulation  ; and  adds  another  to 
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the  many  proofs  afforded  of  the  excellence  of  the  management  of  the  Charity, 
of  which  it  is  our  sincere  wish  and  our  trusting  hope,  Belfast  may  long  be  proud. 

■It  will  be  observed  by  the  professionial  reader,  that  there  is  in  this  Insti- 
tution a considerable  field  of  practice,  which  might  readily  be  made  available 
for  the  purposes  of  Medical  instruction.  We  think,  indeed,  the  time  has 
fully  arrived  when  the  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  increasing  its  accomo- 
dation and  admitting  pupils  should  be  seriously  discussed  by  the  managers 
of  this  charity.  We  venture  to  affirm  that  there  is  no  town  in  the  three 
Kingdoms  of  the  same  extent  and  importance,  so  long  enjoying  a Medical 
School,  in  which  similar  obstetric  provision  is  so  entirely  restricted  to  the 
merely  benevolent  views  contemplated  in  its  origin.  We  feel  perfectly 
assured  that  the  managers  have  no  desme  to  curtail  its  usefulness,  and  indeed 
we  understand  that  this  very  subject  of  opening  its  wards  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Medical  school,  has  akeady  received  some  consideration  at  their  Board ; 
and  we  trust,  therefore,  that  when  the  matter  shall  be  regularly  discussed 
they  will  take  into  account  the  very  serious  inconvenience  to  which  both  the 
Professor  and  his  class  are  put  under  the  present  very  imperfect  arrangements, 
and  consuumate  their  hitherto  invaluable  exertions  in  the  cause  of  charity 
by  acceding  to  the  views  of  the  Medical  Profession. 

We  cannot  close  this  brief  notice  of  one  our  oldest  charities  without  placing 
on  record  the  names  of  its  principal  pecuniary  benefactors  and  the  more 
prominent  amongst  its  benevolent  members.  On  a board  which  is  suspended 
over  the  mantle-piece  of  the  committee-room,  we  notice  the  followino- 
honoured 


fist  ,tif  lEptsts  aiitr  goiiiitos  mtto  at  totrirais  tiints  I)i  tliis  ®|aritir. 


1829. 

Mrs.  Hyde,  Bath, 

£46 

3 

1 

1845. 

Mrs.  R.  Montgomery,  £5 

0 

0 

1832. 

Mrs.  Penelope  Rodgers, 

60 

0 

0 

<< 

Mrs.  Salmon,  ...  25 

0 

0 

1836. 

Robert  Callwell,  Esq., 

25 

0 

0 

1845. 

John  Jameson,  Esq.,  Dub- 

1842. 

Mrs.  Callwell, 

25 

0 

0 

lin,  25 

0 

0 

1843. 

Mrs.  Batt,  Purdy’s-burn, 

100 

0 

0 

U 

Miss  Patterson,  ...  50 

0 

0 

1844. 

Erancis  Glenfield,  Esq., 

60 

0 

0 

1846. 

John  Suffern,  Esq.,  ...  20 

0 

0 

In  addition,  we  cannot  omit  recurring  to  the  magnificent  subscriptions  of 
the  late  Dowager  Marchioness  of  Donegall,  to  which  the  Society  were  in- 
debted, in  a great  measure,  for  the  realization  of  their  plans.  For  more 
than  ten  years  did  she  continue  to  uphold  the  Institution ; and  thus  laid  a 
foundation  which  the  vicissitudes  of  fifty  years  were  at  no  time  sufficient 
to  endanger. 


) 


48 


THE  LYING-IN  HOSPITAL. 


[1793-96 


The  honoured  name  of  Lady  Harriet  Skeffington  will  probably  be  longer 
remembered  in  connexion  with  its  origin  than  that  of  any  other  individual. 
She  Avas  its  first  Patroness,  and,  for  a series  of  years,  continued  to  devote 
extraordinary  attention  to  its  every  concern.  Her  influential  interest, 
watchful  care  and  zealous  perseverance,  were  worthy  of  the  benevolent  object 
on  which  they  were  expended. 

To  the  late  Countess  of  Massareene,  one  of  its  later  promoters,  and 
for  very  many  years  Vice-Patroness,  the  charity  is  under  lasting  obligations. 
Her  long  and  valuable  services  in  its  behalf,  and  the  ardent  interest  Avhich 
she  ever  evinced  for  its  prosperity,  Avere  feelingly  and  publicly  acknow- 
ledged on  the  16th  February,  1829,  on  the  occasion  of  her  resignation.  The 
late  Mrs.  Batt,  of  Purdy’s-burn,  succeeded,  and  during  a period  of  14  years 
presided  over  the  institution.  She  Avas  strongly  attached  to  the  chai'ity, 
and  promoted  its  welfare  by  using  her  influence,  and  contributing  her  ex- 
ertions and  substantial  aid. 

IMi's.  Blackiston  Houston  next  assumed  the  honourable  otfice,  for  a period 
of  seven  years;  and  though  lately  obliged  to  retire  from  the  active  duties  con- 
.iOcted  with  the  charity,  she  continues  to  feel  a Avarm  interest  in  its  progress. 
IVIrs.  Knox,  the  lady  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Doavii  and  Connor,  has  obligingly 
consented  to  give  her  name,  her  influence,  and  exertions,  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  charity. 

The  foUoAving  list  will  show  Avho  were  the  ladies  on  whom  devolved  the 
important  duties  connected  Avith  the  eveiy-day  working  of  the  charity,  and 
upon  whose  untiring  exertions  and  faithful  steAvardship  rested  its  entire 
efficiency  : — 


Creaeurcfs. 

SccvctaricB. 

Mbs.  Brown, 

...elected  1794 

Mrs.  M‘Tier, 

1794 

Mrs.  Sinclaire,  .. 

9) 

1798 

Mrs.  Halliday,.. 

1795 

Mrs.  Harrison,  .. 

1796 

* * * 

♦ 

* 

Mrs.  M‘Manus,  .. 

1808 

* ♦ * # 

♦ >1 

♦ 

Mrs.  Bristow, 

Mrs.  a.  Holmes, 

...elected 

Mrs.  Braddell,  .. 

9) 

1830 

Mrs.  T.  Hincks,.. 

1828 

Mrs.  J.  Cunningham, 

V 

183G 

Mrs.  Ovens,  

1832 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Andreavs, 

99 

1839 

Mrs.  T.  Hincks,.. 

1837 

Mrs.  Smith, 

99 

1840 

Mrs.  S.  Bruce.  .. 

1839 

Well  may  Belfast  be  proud,  when  the  names  of  her  matrons  are  to  be 
found  associated  with  deeds  of  benevolence,  in  every  page  of  her  history  ! 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 


2. 


— A large  number  of  arrests  on  charges  of 
sedition  and  high  treason. 

— The  Artillery  Barracks  in  Ann-street, 
Cooney’s-court. 

— The  Korthern  Star  suppressed. 

January  2 Great  Town  Meeting,  in  consequence  of 
the  Frencli  Fleet  amving  in  Ban  try  Bay. 
IG  A day  of  public  thanksgiving  for  delivery 
from  foreign  invasion.  Tlie  Sovereign 
and  Corporation  walked  in  procession 
to  Church. 

14  The  idea  of  an  Hospital  publicly  adopted. 
24  Died,  Dr.  Thomas  Irving,  formerly  Sur- 
geon to  H.M.  4th  Eegt.  of  Dragoons, 


Feb. 


April 

April 


and,  for  twenty  years,  to  the  County 
Infinnarj’.  His  high  character  was  estab- 
lished equally  as  a man,  a scholar,  and 
a Christian. 

April  27  The  first  Hospital  in  Ireland,  for  Fever, 
opened,  with  sis  beds,  in  Factory-row, 
Belfast. 

May  4 Dr.  M'Donnell  the  first  Physician  to  the 
Hospital. 

October  6 First  appeal  issued  on  behalf  of  the  Hos- 
pital. 

Dec  15  Died,  Waddell  Cunningham,  Esq.,  aged 
C8,  full  of  honours  both  as  a public  and 
p>rivate  man. 


E 'll  ® 


— The  Lagan  Foundry  established. 

— The  manufacture  of  ritriol  introduced. 

An'ests  of  a vast  number  this  year. 

January  2 A subscription  of  £209  collected  in  aid  of 
the  widows,  orphans,  <ic.,  of  the  seamen 
killed  in  the  British  and  Dutch  engage- 
ment, on  lltli  October,  1797. 

January  7 The  Battle  of  Antrim. 


Januai-y  10  Died,  Dr.  William  Seed,  who  practised  in 
Belfast  with  considerable  success. 

May  27  Maitial  law  proclaimed  in  Belfast. 

June  4 General  illumination  in  hotiour  of  the 
King’s  birth-day. 

June  12  Battle  of  Ballj-nahinch.  , 

Nov.  20  The  south  range  of  the  Linen-Hall  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 


vtgiit  of 


■ FTER  a period  of  six  months,  during  which  no  meeting  was  held,  we 
j find  that,  on  the  5th  January  this  year,  the  following  members  assem- 
bled to  take  into  consideration  the  necessary  steps  to  revive  the  interest  which 
had  so  unaccountably  subsided,  viz; — ^Val.  Jones,  jun.  Esq.,  in  the  chair, 
Messrs.  Francis  Jordan,  John  Gregg,  John  Bankhead,  and  Dr.  White.  At 
this  meeting  it  was  resolved,  that  the  subscribers  should  be  called  together,  on 
an  early  day,  to  decide  whether  the  Dispensary  shall  be  continued  or  not ; 
and,  in  the  meantime,  the  collectors  were  urged  to  resume  their  labours. 
Accordingly,  on  the  19th  January  a meeting  was  held.  Rev.  W.  Bristow  in 
the  chair,  when  a statement  of  the  expenses  incurred,  the  amount  of  sub- 
scriptions received,  together  with  a report  of  the  number  of  patients  relieved  for 
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the  past  years,  were  made,  and  the  warm  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  given  to 
, Valentine  Jones,  jim..  Esq.,  for  his  unremitting  attention  to  the  interests  of 
the  Charity. 

These  meetings,  we  must  state,  were  miserably  attended.  Amidst  the 
exciting  political  alarms  which  engrossed  the  public  attention,  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  jDarticularly  men  of  any  note,  had  little  leisure  to  devote  to  the 
concerns  of  the  charity.  In  this  desponding  state,  what  was  to  be  done  ? 
Something  more  than  ordinary  became  absolutely  necessary  to  arouse  the 
general  interest.  It  was  a fortunate  circumstance  that  the  experience  of 
I the  working  of  the  Dispensary  had  prepared  the  way  for  the  adoption  of  an 

[ idea  that  had  been  long  entertained,  but  hitherto  kept  in  abeyance.  Fever 

was,  besides,  this  year  more  than  usually  prevalent ; and  cases  were  con- 
tinually occurring  in  the  practice  of  the  Dispensary  attendants,  which  i 
Avere  with  difficulty  treated,  in  consequence  of  the  filthy  habits  and  wretched  ' 
state  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor;  and  even  Avhen,  after  long  and  considerable 
care,  a successful  issue  was  the  result,  the  medical  officers  were  obliged  to  j 
Avitness  the  spread  of  this  most  infectious  malady,  Avithout  being  able  to 
arrest  its  progress.  The  desirability  of  an  asylum  Avhither  the  infected  could 
be  promptly  borne,  and  Avhere  every  attention  that  experience  could  deAuse,  j 
and  public  responsibility  sanction,  Avould  be  generously  afforded,  could  not,  j 
under  such  circumstances,  be  questioned  ; and  accordingly,  though  in  diffi- 
culties, the  feAV  members,  Avho  still  clung  around  the  original  institution,  con- 
ceiving the  object  promising  and  the  time  auspicious,  resolved  to  submit  the 
project  of  establishing  an  Hospital  for  Fever  cases,  in  connexion  AAuth 
the  Dispensary,  to  the  Subscribers.  This  Avas,  therefore,  done  on  the  14th  l 
of  April,  at  a tolerably  large  meeting,  and  a unanimous  resolution  adopted,  | 
approving  of  the  plan  proposed,  and  placing  the  direction  of  the  entire 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  following  committee  : — Messrs  William  Clarke, 
M‘Hveen,  Blackwood,  A.  M‘Donnell,  Jordan,  R.  Holmes,  and  Henry  Joy, 
together  with  all  the  Medical  Gentlemen  and  Clergy  previously  in  connexion 
Avith  the  charity.  Some  money  was  immediately  subscribed,  and  the  very  day 
folio Aving  a sub-committee  was  appointed  to  look  out  for  a suitable  house. 

On  the  17th  of  April  they  reported  ; and  a dAvelling,  belonging  to  a Mr. 
Pollard,  in  Factory-Row  was  taken  for  one  year,  at  a rent  of  £20.  Six 
bedsteads  and  the  other  requisites  Averc  ordered ; a nurse  aa'US  appointed ; 
and,  on  the  27th  of  April,  it  Avas  resolved,  that  the  Physicians  of  the  Dis- 
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pensary  be  applied  to,  to  attend  the  new  institution  ; that  Mr.  Devlin,  the 
apothecary  be  instructed  to  remove  the  Dispensary  materials  to  the  Hospital, 
and  that  patients  be  forthwith  admitted  on  the  recommendation  of  a sub- 
scriber, and  the  sanction  of  the  medical  attendants. 

I On  the  4th  of  May,  Dr.  S.  Stephenson  and  Dr.  M’Donnell,  as  Physicians, 
j and  Messrs  M’Clelland,  Bankhead,  and  M’Cluney,  entered  upon  the  duties 

I of  the  joint  institution.  Mr.  Val.  Jones  was  appointed  Treasuer  on  the  oc- 

casion of  Mr.  Campbell  leaving  the  country.  On  the  1st  June,  it  appears  that 
ten  patients  had  been  received  into  the  Hospital,  cured,  and  discharged,  and 
that  seven  patients  remained  in  the  house;  on  the  27th  of  June,  the  admis- 
sions were  restricted  to  this  latter  number,  in  consequence  of  the  limited 
amount  of  subscriptions.  An  arrangement  was  at  this  time  effected  with  the 
Charitable  Society,  wherby  the  medicines  supplied  to  the  Poor-house  Infir- 
mary would  be  paid  for  by  the  latter  body,  who  declined,  however,  to  grant 
the  usual  supplies  of  food,  on  the  recommendations  of  the  medical  officers,  at 
the  request  of  the  Committee.  It  appears  that  hitherto  the  articles  of  meal  and 
barley  had  been  regularly  supplied  to  the  necessitous  patients  of  the  Dispen- 
sary ; but,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  Society,  the  Dispensary 
attendants  were  restricted  for  the  future. 

The  new  institution,  under  the  title  of  the  “Belfast  Dispensary  and  Fever 
Hospital,”  was  now  in  some  degree  established,  and  the  principal  parts  of  ; 
the  original  plan  were  brought  into  practical  operation ; but  though  its  de-  j 
velopment  had  been  thus  greatly  extended,  and  though  its  usefulness  to  the 
poor,  and  indeed  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  must  have  been  apparent 
to  every  observer,  yet  increased  funds  were  more  than  ever  required, 
and  extraordinary  exertions,  wdth  that  view,  more  than  ever  demanded.  | 
lowards  the  latter  end  of  tliis  year  the  finances  of  the  charity  became  ex- 
hausted. An  appeal  was,  for  the  first  time,  issued  on  its  behalf.  This 
important  document  was  issued  on  the  6th  October,  and  places  in  a clear 
light  the  origin,  progress,  and  beneficial  result  of  the  joint  charities.  It 
states  that  there  had  been  in  all  sixty  patients  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  of 
whom  only  one  died ; the  rest  were  restored  to  their  families  in  comparative 
health,  without  any  of  those  tedious  chronic  complaints  which  often  follow 
such  disordeis  when  treated  in  the  houses  of  the  poor,  "where  neither  beds, 
cleanliness,  fresh  air,  nor  comfort  of  any  kind  can  be  procured.  The  docu- 
ment dwells  strongly  upon  the  utility  of  the  Hospital  in  arresting  infection,  ' 
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I and  refers  to  the  happy  effects  which  may  be  derived  to  the  Poor-house 
: from  a union  of  interest  with  that  charity.  Fever,  it  states,  has  frequently 

raged  there  to  a very  violent  'degree ; and  this  might  almost  to  a certainty 
be  done  away  with,  if  the  first  person  attacked  by  the  complaint  were  im- 
mediately removed  to  any  place  of  safety,  entirely  detached  from  the  remain- 
ing poor.  The  younger  branches  of  that  institution  were  particularly  subject 
to  this  disorder.  "VYe  have  known  twenty-three  cases  to  occur  among  them 
m one  season  ; fifty -five  in  another ; and  continue  in  the  house  from  eight 
months  to  a year  without  cessation. 

It  appears  further,  from  this  appeal,  that  the  sum  originally  subscribed 
for  the  Hospital,  amounted  to  £58.  Nearly  £53  had  been  expended  on 
sixty  patients — a proportion  which,  it  is  not  out  of  place  to  remark,  is  very 
nearly  the  same  that  obtains  at  the  present  day. 

Notwithstanding  the  solid  and  rational  character  of  this  appeal,  and  the 
strong  claim  of  the  charity  which  it  so  ably  advocated,  it  would  seem  to  have 
produced  but  little  real  effect,  for  we  find  that  but  two  meetings  of  Com- 
mittee were  held  after  its  publication  up  to  the  year  1799  ; and  it  would 
further  appear,  that  both  the  Dispensary  and  Hospital  had  soon  fallen  into 
complete  neglect. 

The  stirring  events  of  the  interval,  which  then  reached  a point  of  intense 
interest,  must  have  absorbed  every  public  feeling.  And  it  may  be  con- 
sidered, at  the  present  day,  more  surprising  how  a small  and,  indeed,  then  insig- 
nificant institution  should  have  survived  this  troubled  period,  rather  than 
that  it  should  have  simply  declined  in  public  favour.  This,  then,  was  the 
second  great  trial  and  difficulty  which  this  infant  charity  had  to  sustain ; 

! and  though  frequently  in  after  years  its  struggles  for  maintenance  were 

, severe,  yet  none  were  so  great  as  entirely  to  extinguish  its  existence.  On 

this  occasion,  however,  its  usefulness  would  seem  for  a time  suspended,  as 
we  find  from  the  records  that  steps  were  taken,  in  the  autumn  of  1799,  fori; 
! the  renewal  of  the  institution. 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 


s.  ® , 


— A year  of  great  distress  amongst  the  poor. 

A minor  bazaar  opened  in  Skipper- 
street,  for  their  reiief,  by  the  young 
ladies  of  the  town. 

— John  Brown,  Esq.,  Sovereign. 

October  7 The  Marquis  of  Cornwallis,  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  visited  Belfast,  and  was 
entertained  at  dinner  by  the  principal 
merchants  and  gentry. 

Oct.  31  The  Belfast  Hospital  and  Dispensary 
located  in  West-street,  comer  of  Smith- 
field. 

Dec.  17  Died,  at  Edinburgh,  Joseph  Black,  M.D., 
aged  71,  born  at  Bourdeaux.  He  re- 
ceived his  classical  education  at  Belfast, 
graduated  in  Arts  at  Glasgow',  and  in 
Medicine  at  Edinburgh.  He  was  af- 
terwai'ds  called  to  the  Chair  of  Medi- 


cine and  Chemistry  at  Glasgow,  vacated 
by  Dr.  Cullen,  though  then  only  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age ; and  ten  years  after- 
wards was  chosen  Professor  of  Che- 
mistiy  in  Edinbiu'gh,  He  soon  became 
eminently  distinguished  by  his  dis- 
coveries in  chemical  science,  especially 
of  carbonic  acid  and  latent  heat.  The 
celebrated  Lavoisier,  while  sending  a 
copy  of  his  work  on  respiration,  wTOte 
to  him  as  follows: — “It  is  .just  you 
should  be  one  of  the  first  to  receive  in- 
foimation  of  the  progress  made  in  a 
career  which  you  yourself  had  opened, 
and  in  which  we  all  consider  ourselves 
your  disciples.”  His  grandfather  was 
an  eminent  merchant  in  this  town. 


as®®, 


— The  Municipal  Act  obtained,  at  a cost  of 

£1,200. 

— The  Public  Bakery  opened. 

— The  Chamber  of  Commerce  resumes  its 
meetings  after  a suspension  of  eight 
years. 

— Edward  May,  Esq.,  and  John  Congi’en, 
Esq.,  Members  for  the  Borough. 

Januaiy  1 Died,  Bartholomew  Fuller,  Esq.,  Surgeon 
to  the  49th  Regiment,  and  to  the  Belfast 
Dispensary.  He  long  held  an  eminent 
position  in  his  profession. 

March  6 Died,  George  Black,  Esq.,  aged  75.  He 
was  for  many  years  Sovereign  of  the 
town. 


April  16  The  Rev.  John  Clarke,  native  of  the 
town,  died  at  O.xford.  Before  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  distinguished  himself 
in  literature  and  the  fine  arts.  He  be- 
came assistant-curate  of  Belfast  in  his 
t\tenty- second  year.  His  intensely 
studious  disposition,  and  the  laborious 
duties  of  Ids  cure,  impaired  his  health, 
and  obliged  him  to  resign  and  retire  to 
the  country.  His  zeal  and  virtuous 
enthusiasm  in  every  public  work  of 
charity  were  remarkable.  With  the 
founders  of  the  Dispensary,  Lying-in 
and  Fever  Hospitals,  he  warmly  co- 
operated. 


a a ® a, 


— The  Belfast  Literary  Society  formed. 

— Blind  Asylum,  or  Industrial  School,  esta- 
blished, iu  Burgess-entry,  oft’  High- 
street,  by  Dr.  Ale.xander  M‘Donnell,  and 
H placed  under  the  direction  of  Dennis 

Magidre,  a blind  man.  Baskets,  nets, 
cushions,  mops,  mats,  &c.,  were  manu- 
factured by  the  pupils. 

January  1 The  Union  Flag  hoisted  at  the  Market- 
house,  and  a royal  salute  fired  in  cele- 
bration thereof. 


— Fever  prevails  to  a most  alarming  extent. 

— Edward  May,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  the  Borough. 

January  1 The  Act  of  the  Legislative  Union  came 
into  oj>eration  this  year. 

Feb.  . A Soup  Kitchen  opened. 

July  . A public  Day  School  opened  at  No.  70, 
North-street. 

Nov.  . 12  John  Brown,  Esq.,  Peter’s-hill,  died.  He 
sened  as  High  Sheriff  for  the  countjq 
and  for  a number  of  years  as  Cliief 
Magistrate  for  the  town. 


E © ® So 


— The  Hon.  Arthur  Chichester,  Sovereign. 

— PopulaUon,  19,001;  and  houses  3,197,  this 
year’s  census. 

January  31  Weekly  or  Sunday  School  established,  for 
the  first  time.  No.  3,  Ferguson’s-entry. 

April  . 1 Died,  Stewart  Banks,  Esq.,  aged  77,  uni- 
versally regretted. 


April 


28  Died,  Dr.  Alexander Halliday.  His  popu- 
larity as  a Physician  extended  through 
the  entire  province  of  Ulster ; and  he 
was  no  less  distinguished  for  his  elegant 
accomplishments,  liis  patriotic  spuit, 
and  his  moral  worth. 


K 
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2.  3 ® U. 


— Edward  May,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Sovereign. 

— Public  Meeting  of  the  inhabitants  in 
consequence  of  an  c-Kpected  French 
invasion. 

J anuaiy  21  Died,  William  Sharman,  Esq.,  well  known 
and  respected  in  Ulster  as  an  eminent 
leader  of  the  Volunteers. 


Sept. 

Dec. 


4 Died,  Arthur  Bunting,  Esq.,  aged  73. 

20  Died,  Captain  John  M'Cracken,  aged  83. 
He  established  the  first  Hope-walk  Com- 
pany in  Belfast,  in  17.58. 


VcvibrtC  of  tfj(  (^0s:i3ifrtr, 


£i  lapse  of  nearly  two  years,  during  which  the  Hospital  was 
closed,  and  even  the  affairs  of  the  Dispensary  were  neglected,  it  is 
recorded  that,  on  the  18th  of  September,  the  following  members,  who,  it 
may  now  be  seen,  really  constituted  the  veiy  “bone  and  sinew”  of  the 
charity,  met  in  the  Coffee-room  of  the  Exchange,  for  the  purpose  of  reviving 
the  institution,  viz. : — Eev.  William  Bristow,  Dr.  McDonnell,  Messrs.  Val. 
Jones,  W.  Clark,  and  R.  Bradshaw.  With  funds  derived  principally  from 
the  proceeds  of  a sermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bristow,  which  amounted 
to  £113,  and  some  collections  made  by  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Turnley,  they 
were  induced  to  proceed  with  spirit,  to  set  matters  once  more  in  operation. 
The  arrears  incurred  on  account  of  the  old  establishment  were  discharged. 
A Committee  of  Management  was  appointed — Dr.  M‘Donnell  as  Physician, 
and  Mr.  Fuller  as  surgeon,  were  requested  to  undertake  the  medical  duties ; 
and,  in  default  of  an  apothecary,  the  prescriptions  of  the  attendants  were  to 
be  taken  by  the  patients  to  the  shops  in  the  town.  Three  houses,  in  West- 
street  (then  No.  12),  corner  of  Smithficld,  were  almost  immediately  after 
rented  ; on  the  19th  November,  Mr.  Devlin  was  re-appointed  apothecary; 
and  in  order  to  secure  a more  regular  attendance  of  the  Committee,  the 
meetings  were  to  be  summoned,  for  the  future,  on  Sunday,  at  two  o’clock. 

On  the  2nd  of  March,  1800,  was  held  the  first  meeting  of  the  subscribers 
since  the  revival,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a surgeon,  in  the  room  of  hlr. 
Fuller,  deceased.  Three  candidates  offered,  and,  upon  the  ballot,  Mr. 
M‘Cluney  was  chosen  by  a con.siderable  majority. 

On  the  11th  January,  1801,  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson  (whose  name  now  ap- 
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pears  for  the  first  time  in  connexion  with  this  charity)  was  requested  to  act 
as  one  of  the  visiting  Piiysicians. 

About  this  time,  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  fever,  arising,  jio 
doubt,  in  a great  measure,  from  the  prevalent  scarcity  of  this  and  the  pre- 
vious years,  strenuous  exertions  were  made  to  raise  funds.  Amongst  the 
means  taken,  was  a concert,  conducted  by  the  celebrated  Mr.  Bunting, 
which  realised  a handsome  sum.  Farther,  an  appeal  was  issued  on  behalf 
of  the  charity ; and  with  a view  of  reducing  the  amount  of  beggary,  the 
Committee  co-operated  with  the  Charitable  Society,  and  managers  of  tlie 
Public  Kitchen,  to  establish  a Workhouse.  Indeed,  the  great  amount  of 
disease  and  destitution  prevailing  at  this  period,  called  for  the  utmost 
labours  of  benevolence.  The  houses  of  the  poor,  especially  those  froiii 
which  infected  persons  were  removed,  were  cleansed,  whitewashed,  fumi- 
gated, and  ventilated.  By  these  resources,  the  Committee  were  at  lengtli 
enabled  to  cope  with  the  epidemic ; and  they  had  the  gratification  of  ob- 
serving its  decline  at  the  close  of  this  year.  The  expenses  on  this  occasion 
reached  £200  per  annum;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordinary  aid  oc- 
casionally received  from  concerts,  balls,  and  other  entertainments,  not  even 
this  amount  would  have  been  realised. 

With  the  subsidence  of  the  epidemic,  so  did  the  public  interest  in  the 
charity  decline.  The  expenses  went  on,  and  patients  were  received  so  long 
as  any  funds  remained ; and  when,  on  the  7th  of  August  in  the  following 
year,  1803,  a special  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held,  at  the  desire  of 
the  Treasurer,  to  consider  the  financial  position  of  the  charity,  rather  than 
peimit  the  institution  again  to  sink  into  oblivion,  a subscription  of  five 
guineas  each  was  raised  upon  the  spot.  This  noble  act  of  pure  philanthropy 
is  worthy  of  enduring  record. 
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Sept. 


IBOI-8. 

MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 


a s ® -s* 


The  Independent  Meeting-house  built  in 
Donegall-street. 

6 Died,  Gilbert  MTlveen,  Esq.,  principal  of 
the  Belfast  Discount  Company. 


Sept. 

Dec. 


— The  Wesleyan  Methodist  Chapel  erected 
in  Donegall-square  East. 

— The  Commercial  Chronicle  issued. 

Jan.  25  Died,  Valentine  Joyce,  Esq.,  merchant; 

buried  with  military  honours  by  the  Bel- 
fast Cavalry,  Merchants,  Infauti'y,  and 
Volunteer  corps. 

MiU'ch  22  Died,  Valentine  Jones,  Esq.,  aged  04,  a 
merchant  of  long  standing  and  great 
respectability. 


May 


a s ® 


Ecb. 


Royal  Academical  Institution  first  proposed. 
Belfast  Medical  Society  originated. 

A I’hilosopliical  Society  formed ; rooms  in 
North-street,  aftenvards  Waring-street. 
15  Died,  J.  Mattear,  M.D.,  aged  79.  He  was 
a fellow-student  and  companion  of  Dr. 
Halliday — a steady  friend  to  the  town 
and  its  institutions. 


Sept. 


19  Died,  atLondon,  Right  Rev.  J.Dichson, for 
19  years  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor. 
10  Died,  John  Campbell,  Esq.,  aged  73,  an 
eminent  merchant  and  banker. 


U S ® 

April 


28  Died,  at  Whitehouse,  Nicholas  Grimshaw, 
Esq.,  aged  57.  He  brought  the  cotton 
manufacture  to  a degree  of  perfection, 
fonnerly  unknown  in  Ireland,  and  esta- 
blished the  first  spinning  factory. 

20  Died,  in  Dub'lin,Anne,  Countess  Dowager 
of  Massareeue,  in  her  80th  year. 


Mr.  Bunting  opened  the  new  organ  in  the 
second  Presbyterian  Meeting-house. 
The  sermon  on  this  oceasion  was  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Drummond,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Hospital ; the  collection  taken 
by  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  others  of  the 
nobility. 


opening  of  the  year  1804  was  occupied  by  the  Committee  in 
effecting  aiTangements  with  the  Charitable  Society  for  the  treatment 
of  such  Poor-house  inmates  as  the  latter  body  would  desire  to  send  to  the 
Hospital,  on  certain  terms  of  agreement : namely,  an  adequate  payment  for 
maintenance ; and  on  condition  that  sufficient  room  for  fever  patients  should 
be  preserved.  This  occasion  naturally  led  to  a retrospective  examination  of 
the  amount  of  expenditure,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  average  cost  for  main- 
tenance of  each  patient.  Mr.  Jones  made  the  calculation,  and  found  it  to 
amount  to  30s.  6|d.;  and  as  the  stay  in  Hospital  of  each  patient  averaged 
forty  days,  the  average  cost  per  diem  was,  therefore,  9d.  On  comparing  these 
results,  as  w'e  shall  afterwards  find,  with  those  derived  from  later  returns, 
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we  observe  a liiglier  average  per  diem,  but  considerably  lower  per  case — 
a conclusion  which  is  to  be  attributed  principally  to  that  diminished  term  of 
residence  in  Hospital  which  now  obtains. 

The  preventive  practice  of  cleansing  the  infected  houses  of  the  poor  was 
caiT'ied  on  to  a considerable  extent  this  year;  and  that  of  vaccination  was  con- 
ducted, free  of  expense,  under  the  direction  of  lMi‘.  M‘Cluney.  We  place 
these  facts  as  parallels,  because  we  consider  them  in  many  points  similar. 
Ventilation  and  cleanliness  are  the  only  true  disinfectants  in  the  case  of 
fever ; and  vaccination  is  certainly  the  only  true  preventive  of  small-pox ; 
and  it  is  not  a little  remarkable,  that  in  both  instances  the  acknowledgment 
of  their  utility  has  been  but  tardily  conceded  by  the  jiublic  voice.  It  is  true 
that  extraordinary  exertions  in  sanitary  matters  have  been  usual  on  the  ap- 
proach, and  during  the  existence,  of  epidemics,  apparently  under  the  con- 
viction that  sanitary  means  are  then,  and  then  only  beneficial.  Indeed,  from 
the  rapidity  and  energy  with  which  such  are  brought  into  requisition  on 
these  occasions,  it  might  be  fairly  imagined  that  they  were  possessed  of  some 
magic  influence.  A similar  remark  applies  to  the  case  of  vaccination. 
Whenever  small-pox  is  rife,  the  vaccine  virus  is  resorted  to  at  all  hazards ; but, 
in  both  instances,  it  seems  totally  foi'gotten  that  iireventive  means,  to  be  used 
with  effect,  must  be  decided,  extensive,  and  above  aU,  unceasing  in  their 
apj)lication.  The  efforts  at  this  time  used,  therefore,  in  this  respect,  cannot 
now  be  deemed  to  have  been  of  any  considerable  utility ; they  were,  how- 
ever, in  the  right  direction. 

The  years  1805  and  1806  include  a period  of  little  public  interest  in 
Hospital  matters,  as  we  find  that  the  Committee  were  again  obliged  to  resort 
to  an  extraordinary  appeal  in  aid  of  the  exhausted  funds — a too  common 
event  in  the  history  of  the  Hospital.  Tliis  difficulty  was  not,  however, 
insurmountable  ; funds  were  forthcoming.  A charity  sermon,  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  W.  II.  Drummond,  of  the  second  Presbyterian  Congregation,  under 
peculiar  auspices,  realised  £137  ; and  from  this,  and  other  means,  the  Com- 
mittee found  themselves,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1807,  in  a much 
better  position  than  we  have  yet  recorded. 

Before  entering  upon  the  events  of  this  year,  we  shall  take  this  opportu- 
nity of  relating  some  particulars  in  connexion  with  an  institution,  of  high 
interest  to  the  professional  reader,  which  originated  amongst  the  principal 
Medical  practitioners  of  this  period. 
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a;HE  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Belfast,  in  1806,  though  only  nineteen 
) in  number,  Avere  actuated  by  the  same  spirit  for  mutual  improvement 
in  their  common  profession,  which  has  ever  distinguished  the  most  celebrated 
seats  of  medical  science.  W e are  proud  to  think  that,  at  so  remote  a period, 
the  practitioners  of  Belfast  aimed  at  something  more  than  independent  efforts 
for  professional  distinction.  When  men  unite,  as  they  did,  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  to  each  an  equal  opportunity  of  obtaining  professional  infor- 
mation, so  far  as  it  can  be  obtained  from  a re-union,  by  the  contributions  of 
all,  the  true  spirit  of  professional  advancement  is  theirs. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  records  of  this  date,  that  the  most  respectable  physi- 
cians, surgeons,  and  apothecaries,  not  merely  of  the  town,  but  of  the  '\dcinity 
likcAvise,  soon  became  enrolled  under  the  designation  of  “ The  Belfast 
Medical  Society.”  The  annual  subscription  wa's  fixed  at  one  guinea,  and 
the  selection  and  purchase  of  books,  &e.,  were  entrusted  to  an  elected  Com- 
mittee. It  is  to  be  remembered,  as  a feature  of  this  early  institution,  that 
among  the  members,  Avere  included,  by  an  original  resolution,  several  gentle- 
men not  belonging  to  the  profession,  who  Avere  nevertheless,  desirous  of  ex- 
pressing their  approval  of  its  objects.  It  Avas  also  an  original  intention  to 
form  a collection  of  anatomical  preparations,  as  an  additional  attraction  to 
the  Library.  The  folloAving  members  formed  the  first  Committee ; — 

S.  S.  Tiioaisox,  M.D.,  President, 

WlLLIAAI  IIaLLIDAY,  M.D. 

Willi AAi  Drenxax,  M.D. 

Robert  M‘Gee,  M.D. 

Robert  M‘Cluneat,  Surgeon. 

Andreav  Marshall,  Surgeon,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

A record  of  this  Society  is  preserved  up  till  the  year  1814,  during  which 
Drs.  Halliday,  Thomson,  Drennan,  and  M'Cluney  were  successively  Presi- 
dents ; and  Drs.  M‘Cluney,  A.  Marshall,  R.  M‘Gee,  and  S.  S.  Thomson,  in  like 
manner,  filled  the  united  offices  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Subsequently,  it 
would  appear,  the  affairs  became  neglected,  in  consequence  of  serious  diffe- 
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reiices  of  opinion  among  the  Hospital  attendants,  who  were  then  the  main 
supporters  of  the  Society.  The  demon  of  discord  invaded  its  ranks,  and  a 
dissolution  soon  ensued.  It  Avas,  at  first,  contemplated  to  dispose  of  the 
property,  Avhich  chielly  comprised  A’^aluable  donations  from  Dr.  Diennan, 
and  Dr.  Wniiam  Halliday,  among  the  members ; but,  this  being  over-ruled, 
the  books  w'^ere  returned  to  the  donors.  After  a little  time,  principally  i 
through  the  influence  of  the  late  Dr.  Stephenson,  the  volumes  AA^ere  re- 
placed ; notwithstanding,  for  a period  of  four  years  after  the  Society  ceased 
to  exist.  The  original  spirit  which  prompted  to  the  formation  of  the  So- 
ciety, did  not,  however,  entirely  expire.  The  name  of  Dr.  R.  Stephenson 
is  here  associated  Avith  the  rcAuval  of  the  Society,  in  1822,  in  connexion 
Avith  those  of  Dr.  Forcade,  Mr.  Moore,  R.N.,  and  Dr.  M‘Donnell.  These 
four — only  one  of  Avhoin,  om*  respected  President,  surviA^es  at  the  present  j 

(lay — met  together  on  the  8th  of  May  of  that  year,  and  formed  the  nucleus  I 

of  the  present  Medical  Society.  Before  the  year  expired,  the  folloAving 
gentlemen  became  enrolled  as  members,  viz  : — Mr.  Bryson,  Mr.  M‘Cleeiy, 

Dr.  Coffey,  Dr.  M‘Kibben,  Dr.  Halliday,  Dr.  Young,  and  Mr.  MaAAdiinney.  ! 
From  this  time  forAvard  there  were  continual  accessions  to  its  ranks,  Avhich 
have  been  gradually  extending,  up  till  the  present  day. 

The  unfortunate  circumstance,  to  Avhich  Ave  have  briefly  alluded  above, 
must  certainly  be  deemed  a blot  upon  our  medical  annals ; but  it  is  consola- 
tory to  know,  that  one  at  least  of  the  members  of  the  original  Society  heartily 
co-operated  Avith  the  projectors  of  the  renewed  Association,  to  AAupe  aAvay 
the  stain.  We  allude  to  the  late  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson,  Avhose  position 
among  his  professional  brethren  was  ever  so  exalted  and  endearing,  that  aa"c 
agi’eed,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  active  life,  Avhen  his  years  also  gave 
him  a claim  to  the  appellation,  in  designating  him  “ the  father  of  the  ! 

profession.” 

The  members  of  the  revived  Society,  naturally  apprehensive  for  its  sta- 
bility, from  the  experience  of  the  origmal,  set  about  rendering  the  basis  of 
its  regulations  as  secure  as  possible  ; and  among  others  of  less  note,  devised, 
in  the  year  1 825,  a most  important  rule,  excepting  those  members,  whose 
term  of  twenty  yeai's’  uninterrupted  subscription  has  expired,  from  further 
annual  contributions.  It  is  believed  that  this  single  measure  has  established 
a greater  confidence  in  its  permanent  integrity  than  all  the  others  combined. 

Though  the  principal  object  in  its  foundation,  and  for  many  years  after, 
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was  the  accumulation  of  standard  medical  works,  usually  above  the  resources 
ot  the  majority  of  the  profession  individually  to  possess,  yet  it  was  found 
useful  to  introduce,  from  time  to  time,  the  discussion  of  topics,  local  or  other- 
wise, of  interest  to  the  Profession.  Accordingly,  we  find  tliat  in  the  year 
1832,  the  subject  of  the  medical  school  in  connexion  with  the  Royal  Aca- 
demical Institution  and  the  Hospital,  was  freely  discussed  by  the  members. 
And  again  in  1841,  the  Medical  Reform  question,  which  was  then  agitating 
the  Professional  world,  came  under  consideration;  and  communications  were 
entered  into  with  the  Medical  Association  of  Ireland.  In  1843,  the  year 
after  the  formation  of  the  Medical  Benevolent  Fund  Society  of  Ireland 
(projected  originally  by  Dr.  Kingsly  of  Roscrea),  the  Belfast  branch  of 
this  most  valuable  Institution  was  originated,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
i Society. 

j Sir  James  Graham’s  Medical  Reform  Bill  of  1845  having  atb-acted 
i much  interest,  was  prominently  brought  before  the  profession  of  the  North 

of  Ireland,  through  the  instrumentality  of  this  Society.  A movement,  re- 
lative to  the  demands  of  Insurance  Companies  upon  the  Medical  Profession, 
originated  among  the  members  in  1849;  and  in  the  past  year,  the  exami- 
nation of  medico-ethical  points  occurring  in  practice,  was  undertaken,  for 
the  first  time,  by  this  Society. 

Early  in  the  present  year,  the  last  public  matter  brought  under  discus- 
sion was  the  legislation  on  the  Irish  Medical  Charities ; and  a general 
' meeting  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  Ulster,  summoned  by  the  Society, 

; was  the  result. 

In  1844,  the  precedent,  already  formed,  of  introducing  discussions  into  the 
usual  business  of  the  Society,  assumed  a systematic  form,  by  the  proposal  of 
j Dr.  Sanders,  at  this  time  adopted : namely,  that  papers  upon  medical  and 
! surgical  cases  and  subjects  should  be  read  and  discussed  at  the  monthly 
meetings.  This  arrangement  has  been  since  in  effective  operation,  and, 

! we  feel  assured,  has  been  of  vast  benefit  in  promoting  the  objects  of 
1 the  Society.  Up  to  the  present  time,  upwards  of  forty  papers,  all  on 
! interesting  subjects,  have  been  submitted  to  discussion ; and  most  of  these 
j afterwards  published  in  the  Medical  Journals. 

In  extension  of  this  excellent  arrangement,  it  was  proposed,  in  1845,  to 
sanction  the  introduction  of  Pathological  preparations  at  the  usual  meeting, 
and  afterwards,  if  approved  of,  to  preserve  them  in  a Museum  under  the 
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direction  of  the  Society.  This  has  been  already  carried  out  to  a moderate 
extent ; and  a collection  of  highly  interesting  and  valuable  preparations, 
amounting  to  nearly  400  in  number,  has  been  accumulated,  chiefly  by  the  | 
exertions  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  General  Hospital,  in  addition  to  a 
a handsome  donation  from  Dr.  Robert  Bryce,  and  purchases  made  by  the 

Society.  The  Museum,  with  the  Library,  is  located  at  the  Hos^iital,  and  is  , 

* 

available  to  the  Members  at  all  times.  i 

The  Society,  upon  its  revival  in  1822,  did  not  contemplate  having  any  other 
officers  than  a Secretary  and  Treasurer  appointed  annually,  the  Chairman  of 
each  meeting  having  been  the  fifth  member  entering  the  room.  In  1844,  it 
is  true,  a Libraiy  Committee  was  formed ; but  it  was  not  until  the  past  year  j 
that  the  necessity  for  a fully  constituted  and  regularly  representative  body  j 
was  generally  acknowledged.  Accordingly,  in  October  ult.,  it  was,  for  the  i 
first  time,  decided  that  there  should  be  annually  elected  a President,  two 
Vice-Presidents,  and  a Council  of  Six ; these,  with  the  Treasurer  and 
Secretary,  to  constitute  a Directory  for  superintending  its  affairs.  The 
Society,  at  the  present  time,  numbers  sixty-four  members,  constituting 
the  great  majority  of  the  profession  in  Belfast,  and  including  six  from  the 
neighbouring  counties. 

In  the  long  period  of  thirty  years,  death  has  made  sad  havoc  among  us. 

Of  175  successive  members,  33  have  paid  the  debt  of  nature!  Space 
permits  not  a mention  of  all,  but  we  cannot  omit  paying  a passing  tribute 
to  the  distinguished  few  : to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Forcade,  the  original 
Treasurer,  and  the  founder  of  the  Annual  Feast  in  commemoration  of  the 
revival  of  the  association  ; Dr.  Halliday,  the  first  honorary  member,  and  a 
large  donor  to  the  original  Society;  Dr.  S.  Stephenson,  the  second  hono- 
rary member ; Dr.  M‘Donnell  and  Mr.  Moore,  two  of  the  memorable  four 
to  whom  its  revival  is  to  be  attributed ; Dr.  Sanders,  for  ten  years  its  talented 
and  universally  lamented  Secretary;  and  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson,  long  its  ac- 
knowledged head,  the  Society  has  paid  appropriate  honours,  and  will  ever 
continue  to  attach  to  their  remembrance  the  most  sincere  admiration  and 
the  most  affectionate  respect. 

The  above  brief  description  will  sufficiently  exhibit  the  objects  which  have 
occupied,  and  continue  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Society.  It  will  be 
seen  how  varied  and  important  these  have  been,  and  how  conducive  to  the 
advancement  of  medical  science,  and  medical  interests  generally,  this  institution 
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is  calculated  to  be.  It  lias  long  since  surmounted  the  obstacles  of  its  early 
career,  and  has  reached  a degree  of  stability  which  augurs  a lasting  and  an 
increasing  prosperity.  It  has  passed,  with  success,  that  ordeal  which  attends 
every  public  undertaking,  and  seems  secure  from  any  of  those  disturbing 
causes  which  sapped  it  first  foundation.  Tet  is  there  much  room  for  im- 
provement. We  have  members  and  zeal  enough,  but  we  are  working  under 
great  disadvantages.  Our  Library  is  but  limited,  and  our  place  of  meeting 
can  scarcely  be  called  our  own.  This  is  not  a state  of  things  creditable  to  a 
large  and  learned  body ; and  ill  becomes  the  high  position  of  members  of 
a profession  which,  we  believe,  has  single-handed  accomplished  more  than 
any  other  to  extend  the  domain  of  science,  and  augment  the  sura  of  human 
happiness  in  all  ages  and  all  countries. 

We  cannot  here  close  this  brief  notice  of  our  local  Society  more  appro- 
priately than  by  transcribing  to  our  pages  similar  sentiments  of  our  respected 
President,  as  they  are  expressed  in  his  excellent  Inaugural  Address,  delivered 
before  the  members  last  December  : — 

“ There  are  many  works  conneeted  with  all  the  branches  of  the  profession  which  are 
still  wanted  to  complete  the  collection,  and  when  these  have  been  procured,  funds  are 
yet  needed  to  raise  a building  to  contain  it,  free  from  the  interference  of  any  other  body, 
and  to  place  it  within  the  sole  control  of  the  profession,  where  the  members  might  meet 
freely  and  take  council,  in  a style  worthy  of  their  rank ; and,  like  their  brethren  in 
other  places  of  distinction,  possess  an  edifice  which  would  confirm  the  standing,  and 
importance,  and  independence  of  the  profession  in  Belfast.” 

So  say  we;  and  we  hope  our  worthy  President  may  live  to  see  the  day 
when  his  aspirations  shall  be  triumphantly  realized.  This  would,  in- 
deed, be  the  appropriate  climax  in  the  life  of  one  who  witnessed  the 
gradual  development  of  the  infant  Society,  and  now  ably  presides  over  it  in 
the  pride  of  its  maturity. 
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— Rev.  Edward  Ma}’,  Sovereign. 

— Proclamation  issued  by  the  King,  directing 

the  laws,  of  quarantine  to  be  put  in  force, 
and  a Board  of  Health  tobe  established, 
in  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  a 
most  fatal  epidemic  on  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean. 

— The  population  of  Belfast,  22,005 ; houses, 

3,014. 

— 719  cotton,  and  4 linen  looms  at  work. 

— £10,000  subscribed  towards  the  erection 

of  the  Royal  Academical  Institution. 

— The  Irish  Harp  School,  conducted  by  Mr. 

Bunting ; Mr.  Arthm-  O’Neill,  teacher. 


— The  first  county  grant  received  for  the 
Hispensary  and  Fever  Hospital. 

Feb.  Belfast  Repository  opened  for  receiving 
and  selling  the  work  of  poor  women, 
conducted  by  a committee  of  ladies,  in 
Aun-street. 

Feb.  11  Died,  William  Sinclaire,  an  eminent  linen 
merchant,  universally  and  deservedly 
esteemed. 

Sept.  17  Died,  Mr.  Richard  M'Clelland,  Surgeon 
and  Apothecary,  and  agent  at  this  port 
for  the  sick  and  wounded  seamen  of  the 
navy.  He  was  one  of  the  first  Surgeons 
to  tJie  chiu’ity. 
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— Belfast  Bank,  Donegall-square  North. 

— Northern  Bank,  5,  Donegall-place. 

— Belfast  Commercial  Bank,  Hercules-street. 

— Branch  of  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society. 

— Belfast  Insurance  Company,  191,  North- 
street. 

Oct.  26  Died,  at  Portpatrick,  Yal.  Jones,  Esq., 
aged  80 ; for  many  years  Secretary  to  the 
Dispensary'  and  Hospital — one  of  its 
most  devoted  supporters. 

Dec.  12  Died,  Mr.  Robert  Stephenson,  Surgeon; 

for  26  years'  a most  active  and  zealous 
member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Chari- 
table Society,  to  which  he  bequeathed 
the  munificent  sum  of  £1,000. 


Dec.  22  Died,  Rev.  William  Bristow,  aged  73, 
Rector  of  the  Parish,  and  for  many  years 
Sovereign.  No  man  more  .justly  merited 
the  character  of  an  intelligent,  active, 
and  upright  Magistrate;  and  his  ami- 
able qudities,  and  rare  endowments, 
made  him  the  delight  of  all  who  were 
privileged  to  know  him.  On  the  day  of 
his  death  all  the  public  marks  of  the 
deepest  regret  were  exhibited ; and  his 
funeral  procession  was  the  most  solemn 
and  imposing  spectacle  which  had  been 
ever  witnessed. 


B S ® ®, 


— The  House  of  Industry',  in  Smitlifield, 

opened. 

— Acheson  and  Lyons’  famous  Academy, 

Church-lane. 


May 

Dec. 


10  Died,  at  London,  Thomas  J.  Andrews,  Esq., 
fetr  many  years  an  active  Magistrate. 

6 Died,  the  Rev.  Robert  Dobbs,  a zealous 
philanthropist,  to  whom  the  principal 
charities  were  greatly  indebted. 


HE  most  important  feature  in  our  history,  at  this  period,  relates  to 
the  additional  aid  which  the  Charity  wms  soon  about  to  receive,  in 
consequence  of  the  passing  of  a recent  Act,  empowering  Gram!  Juries  of 
Counties  in  Ireland  to  grant  certain  sums  towards  the  maintenance  of  Public 
Dispensaries  and  Fever  Hospitals.  Accordingly,  on  the  22nd  Februaiy,  1807, 
the  Committee  resolved  to  keep  a separate  hst  of  the  Subscribers  to  each  of 
the  united  Charities,  in  order  tliat  the  forms  of  the  Act  referred  to  might  be 
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preserved,  with  a view  to  the  grant,  which  was  received,  for  the  first  time, 
at  the  Summer  Assizes  this  year,  and  amounted  to  £193  7s.  Gd. 

This  event  was  a source  of  great  congratulation  amongst  the  fiiends  of 
the  still  struggling  institution,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  them  real  encouragement 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  object  to  develope  its  utility  to  the  very  utmost, 
and  was  felt  to  be  an  earnest  of  future  stability. 

Legislative  provision,  for  establishing  Dispensaries  in  Ireland,  is  first  men- 
tioned in  the  45th  Geo.  III.  This  Act,  which  authorised  Grand  Juries  to 
present  £600  a-year  for  each  county  infirmary,  further  provides  for  the  sup- 
port of  Dispensaries  in  Ireland.  This  latter  provision  was  introduced  in 

I consequence  of  the  circumstance  that  “ the  distance  of  many  parts  of  each 
county  from  the  infirmaiy  therein  established,  does  not  allow  to  the  poor  of 
those  parts  the  advantage  of  medical  aid  and  advice,  which  such  infirmary 
was  proposed  to  afford.”  The  46th,  47th,  and  49th  Geo.  III.  are  amend- 
ments upon  the  original.  Li  1807,  the  47th  Geo.  III.,  c.  44,  provides, 
“ That  wherever  any  fever  hospital  has  been  or  shall  be  established,  in  any 
county,  county  of  a city,  or  county  of  a town,  in  Deland,”  it  is  lawful  for 
the  Grand  Jury  to  present  a sum  of  £100  at  each  assizes. 

These  were  the  powers  by  which  the  first  grant  mentioned  above  was 
received.  Afterwards,  in  the  54th  and  58th  years  of  George  III.,  these 
i provisions  were  greatly  extended,  and  were  afterwards  . carried  into  wide 

II  operation  in  every  part  of  the  country. 

i!  Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  the  affairs  of  the  Charity  seem  to 
j have  been  in  a thriving  condition,  as  we  find  that  the  Committee  proposed 
II  to  take  a large  unoccupied  factory,  which  was  then  being  auctioned,  for  the 
jj  purpose  of  fitting  it  up  as  a fever  hospital.  Dr.  M‘Donnell  and  Mr.  W. 
■'  Clarke  were  authorised  to  bid  as  high  as  £800  on  the  occasion.  The  idea, 

1 1 however,  was  abandoned  ; and  as  fever  was  then  scarcely  to  be  met  with, 
i the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  were  empowered  to  admit  suitable  cases  of 
^ other  diseases,  at  their  own  discretion, 

||  On  June  14th  this  year  (1807),  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Andrew  Marshall  was 
solicited  to  act  as  Surgeon  to  the  Charity ; and  on  August  9th,  Mr.  (now 
Sir  James)  Murray,  surgeon,  was  appointed  Apothecary,  to  succeed  Mr. 

1 Devlin,  who  had  previously  resigned. 

j In  1808,  the  funds  received  considerable  augmentation  by  the  receipt  of 
I a legacy  from  the  late  Mr.  Cairns,  the  largest  bequest  as  yet  received.  Wq 
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mention  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  much  the  Charity  was  gaining 
in  public  favour. 

Dr.  Stott  Avas  elected  Physician  on  March  6th,  but  continued  in  office 
only  for  a few  months : on  leaving,  he  received  the  warm  thanks  of  the 
Committee.  Mr.  Murray  resigned  in  October,  this  year,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Harrison.  In  December,  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson,  after  seven  years, 
arduous  services,  desired  to  be  relieved,  Avhich  was  acceded  to  with  the 
greatest  regret,  and  a cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  by  the  Committee, 
and  subsequently  published.  After  some  time,  however,  he  was  induced  to 
I'esume  duty,  in  conjuction  with  Dr.  S.  Stephenson. 

The  year  1809  is  memorable,  in  the  history  of  the  Hospital,  for  the  oc- 
currence of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Williajm  Bristoav,  one  Avhom  the  reader 
Avill  have  observed  to  have  been  devotedly  attached  to  this  Charity,  and  who 
had  watched  and  cherished,  Avith  most  affectionate  solicitude,  its  earliest 
movements.  In  times  of  apathy  and  the  greatest  difficulties,  he  Avas  one  of 
the  trusting  few,  who,  inspired  with  an  indomitable  zeal  which  no  amount 
of  public  indifference  could  chill  or  abate,  and  possessed  of  the  strongest 
faith  in  its  ultimate  prosperity,  still  toiled  on,  and  at  last  had  the  gratifica- 
tion to  Avitness  the  fulfilment  of  their  long  cherished  hope.  It  is  refreshing  to 
contemplate  the  excellence  of  such  a man ; and  had  we  space,  we  would  take 
delight  in  recording  on  this  page  his  many  estimable  virtues,  as  a magistrate,  a 
pastor,  a philanthropist,  and  a man.  No  colouring  could  be  too  strong  to  em- 
blazon his  character,  as  an  example  for  all  time.  The  rich  and  the  poor — 
men  of  all  creeds,  political  and  religious — felt  that  a void  was  created  by  his 
departing  breath ; and  the  most  imposing  emblems  Avhich  a city’s  loA^e  and 
honour  could  suggest,  Avere  displayed  on  the  melancholy  occasion  of  his 
burial.  He  is  gone ! — but  so  long  as  a spark  of  public  spirit  and  charitable 
feeling  continues  to  burn  in  the  human  breast,  so  long  must  Belfast  citizens 
remember  the  honoured  name  of  Bristoav. 


N 
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a © I 

— First  idea  of  building  an  Hospital  publicly 

adopted. 

— Royal  Belfast  Academical  Institution  in- 

corporated by  Act  of  Pai'liament,  and 
foundation  laid. 

L ®o 

— Earl  of  O’Neill,  President;  J.  M'Donnell, 

M.D., Vice-President ; John  Riddell, Trea- 
surer; John  M'Adam,  Secretary;  officers 
of  Harp  Society  this  year. 

March  19  Died,  Daniel  Blow,  Esq.,  one  of  the  earliest 
and  most  extensive  paper  manufacturers. 

Sept.  14  Died,  Charles  B(*iden,  Surgeon  to  the 
County  Down  Infirmaiy. 

* 

a © 

— Rev.  Edward  May,  Sovereign. 

— Laiicasterian  School-house  built,  at  a cost 

of  ^2,000,  collected  by  a lottery  and  sub- 
scriptions. 

— The  Historic  Society  established. 

1 a»  , 

— St.  Patrick’s  Roman  Catholic  Chapel 

erected. 

— Belfast  Foundrj’,  Donegall-street,  esta- 

blished. 

— Cosmographical  Society  instituted. 

— New  Sunday-school  Society  fonned. 

a © 

— Thomas  Verner,  Esq.,  Sovereign. 

— St.  George’s  Church  erected  on  the  site 

of  the  “ Corporation”  Church. 

— Reformed  Presbyterian  Covenanter’s 

Meeting-house,  Linen-hall  Road,  erected 

— A Market  constructed  by  Sir  E.  May. 

— Brown-street  School-house  raised  by  sub- 

scriptions, at  a cost  of  JE1,500. 

— Friends’  Meeting-house,  in  Frederick- 

street,  erected. 

— Old  Market-house  pulled  down. 

— Branch  of  Atlas  Fire  Insurance  Company 

opened. 

Aug.  26  Subscriptions  to  erect  the  Commercial 
Buildings  commenced ; Robert  Callweli, 
Treasurer;  James  Luke,  Secretaiy. 

a © 

— ■ Montgomery’s  Market  opened.  | 

— Population,  27,832;  houses, 4,41-5. 

April  27  Ptcv.  Mr.  Ilanna’s  sennon  in  behalf  of  the 
Hospital — afterwards  published.  | 

H 13  a 

May  12  Died,  William  Stevenson,  Esq.,  aged  55, 
a distinguished  merchant. 

a © 

— Died,  Mr.  Sampson  Clark,  aged  C5,  a most 

useful  member  of  society. 

— Sir  Stephen  May,  M.P.  for  the  Borough. 

— Possession  given  of  the  Hospital  ground. 

a 4ko 

— Royal  Academical  Institution  receives  a 
grant  from  Parliament. 

— The  Anacreontic  Society  instituted. 

a © 

— Branch  of  Sun  Fire-office  opened, 

dune  5 First  stone  of  the  new  Hospital  laid  by  the 
Marquis  of  Donegall. 

1— 

a © . 

Nov.  1 Linen-hall  News-room  opened,  with  105 

members ; R.  Callweli,  Treasurer. 
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)N  this  interval  we  notice  the  addition  of  a few  new  names  to  the  list 
of  previous  Medical  Officers.  On  the  29th  October  1810,  Mr.  John 
Blakely  was  elected  Apothecaiy,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Harrison,  resigned ; 
and  he,  in  his  turn,  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  William  Dalzell,  on  23d  August 
1812.  On  24th  July,  1814,  Dr.  J.  L.  Drummond  became,  for  the  first 
time,  connected  with  the  Charity,  first  as  Dispensary  Physician,  and  soon 
afterwards  in  the  capacity  of  Hospital  Attendant,  in  conjunction  with  Dr. 
M‘Donnell  and  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson. 

Our  history  here  reaches  a period  of  unusual  interest.  The  charity  has 
now  become  fully  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  necessary  and  established 
Institutions  of  the  town.  The  meetings  of  Committee  were  regular  and  well 
attended ; and  even  the  annual  gathering  of  the  subscribers  had  become 
invested  with  unusual  attraction.  A hopeful  spirit  pervaded  all  its  aflairs, 
and  every  one  at  aU  interested,  looked  fonvard  with  bright  anticipations  to  the 
assumption  of  a larger  field,  wherein  the  peculiar  blessings  of  the  Charity 
would  be  more  widely  experienced.  The  unsuitableness  of  the  imperfect  and 
limited  accommodation  which  it  had  hitherto  afforded  for  the  treatment  of 
accident  and  disease  became  the  abiding  conviction  of  the  Committee.  The 
idea  of  raising  a suitable  structure  had,  indeed,  been  casually  entertained 
two  years  before,  as  we  find  in  the  handwriting  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  S.  Thom- 
son, the  report  of  a meeting,  at  which  the  propriety  of  reserving  the  legacy 
of  the  late  Mr.  Cairns,  for  the  nucleus  of  a Building  Fund,  was  considered. 
No  practical  step,  however,  was  taken  in  this  matter  till  the  year  1810, 
when,  on  January  9th,  an  application  to  the  Marquis  of  Donegall  Avas  re- 
solved upon,  to  solicit  a grant  of  ground  in  Smithfield,  or  other  appropriate 
locality,  for  the  erection  of  an  Hospital,  inasmuch  as  the  lease  of  the  houses 
at  present  occupied  had  nearly  expired.  A very  strong  resolution  of  the 
subscribers  was  carried,  on  the  9th  of  May,  empowering  the  Committee 
to  take  such  steps  as  might  appear  to  them  most  proper  for  raising  a fund  to 


G8 


THE  LAYING  OF  THE  FIRST  STONE. 


[1810-15 


erect  an  Hospital,  adequate  to  the  population  and  demands  of  the  town  ; 
and,  at  the  same  meeting,  a unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the 
Marquis  for  his  very  liberal  promise  of  a lot  of  ground,  such  as  the  intended 
buildings  Avere  likely  to  require.  Messrs.  Wm.  Clarke,  C.  M‘Gr.  Skinner, 
and  Dr.  M‘Donnell,  on  21st  May,  Avere  deputed  to  arrange  the  taking  out  of 
a lease  from  his  Lordship.  The  ground  Avas  soon  afterAAmrds  selected  in  Fre- 
derick-street,  Avhere  the  present  Hospital  noAv  stands ; and  the  donation  of 
i £100,  contributed  at  this  time  by  Wm.  M‘Cann,  Esq.,  AAms  invested  as  the 
commencement  of  the  Building  Fund.  In  October,  the  deputation  above-men- 
tioned received  from  Mr.  May,  Sovereign,  Avritten  authority  to  take  possession 
of  the  ground.  In  the  following  year,  it  Avas  resolved  to  enclose  and  set  it  for 
grazing,  until  such  time  as  sufficient  funds  Avould  be  forthcoming.  At  a meet- 
ing of  Committee,  23rd  February,  1812,  the  members  statedly  pledged  them- 
selves to  use  every  exertion  to  collect  contributions  towards  the  Building 
Fund.  In  this,  they  fortunately  received  the  valuable  co-operation  of  the 
Committees  of  the  Charitable  Society  and  House  of  Industry,  which  bodies 
publicly  expressed,  on  21st  March,  1813,  their  conviction  of  the  indisp^ts- 
able  necessity  for  the  erection  of  a proper  building  for  an  Hospital.  Mr^ 
Robert  CallAvell,  was  appointed  Treasurer  to  this  Collecting  Committee; 
and  the  Medical  Attendants  were  requested  to  consider  a plan  for  the  in- 
tended Hospital,  commensurate  Avith  the  wants  of  the  toAvn.  A charity 
sermon,  preached  about  this  time  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Hanna  (now  D.D.), 
AA'as  published,  and  attracted  much  attention,  from  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  it  set  forth  the  numerous  claims  of  the  charity,  and  the  necessity  for 
increased  accommodation.  The  general  meeting  of  this  year  strongly  re- 
commended the  new  Committee  to  take  actiAm  steps  to  commence  the 
building,  Avhich  Avas  folloAved  up  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  by  the 
appointment  of  Messrs.  R.  M‘Gee,  A.  Bayley,  T.  J.  Andrews,  and  A. 
Marshal],  as  a sub-committee,  to  procure  plans  and  take  the  other  prelimi- 
nary steps  for  the  erection  of  the  Hospital. 

The  appeal  of  the  collectors  was  at  once  responded  to  wdth  the  greatest 
readiness.  Every  man  thought  it  an  honour  to  assume  a high  position  on 
the  subscription  roll ; and  bankers,  merchants,  and  professional  men  vied 
Avith  each  other  in  contributing  to  this  great  Avork  of  mercy  ; and  each  felt 
a pride  in  knoAving  that  he  was  co-operating  Avith  his  felloAV-citizens,  and 
them,  almost  alone^  in  the  raising  of  an  edifice,  to  be  devoted  to  the  sacred 
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name  of  charity.  We  have  not  space  here  to  enumerate  a 

tenth  part 

of  the 

long  list  of  benefactors ; but  Ave  cannot  omit  subjoining  a 

feAv  of 

the 

more 

prominent,  reserving  the  remainder  for  our  Appendix  : — 

i 

The  Belfast  Banking  Company,  

...  .£113 

15 

0 

The  Commercial  Banking  Gon  pany,  

...  113 

15 

0 

The  x^orthern  do. 

...  113 

15 

0 i 

Francis  Turnley,  Esq.,  Richmond  Lodge, 

...  70 

0 

0 

Earl  Massareene,  

...  50 

0 

0 ' 

1 

Robert  Bateson,  Belvoir  Park,  ...  

...  50 

0 

0 i 

John  Turnicy,  Rocki)ort, 

...  50 

0 

0 

William  Clarke, 

...  50 

0 

0 i 

Mrs.  Clarke, 

...  50 

0 

0 

Dr.  M‘Donnell, 

...  50 

0 

0 

John  Alexander  & Company, 

...  50 

0 

0 

George  Langtry,  

...  50 

0 

0 

Thus  fortified,  the  Committee  felt  themselves  urged  to 

proceed 

AAnth  the  j 

work  without  delay. 

The  first  intention  Avas  to  provide  accommodation  for  70  medical  and  surgi- 
•cal,  and  30  fever  cases.  Several  plans  w^ere  considered,  but  one,  1iy  Mr.  Blain, 
Avas  eventually  adopted,  May  18th,  1815;  and  Mr.  M‘Cutcheon’s  estimate 
thereon  Avas  approved  of.  The  lease  Avas  perfected  and  signed  on  the  4th 
of  .June,  and  deposited  in.  the  Commercial  Bank;  and,  on  the  folloAAung  day, 
the  first  stone  of  the  ncAv  building  Avas  laid  by  the  Marepns  of  Donegall, 
Avith  more  than  ordinary  formality.  His  Lordship  Avas  attended  on  this 
interesting  occasion,  by  the  Municipal  Corporation,  the  Clergy  of  all  denomi- 
nations, the  Medical  Faculty,  the  Committees  of  the  principal  Societies,  and 
a large  number  of  the  subscribers  and  friends  of  the  Institution. 

In  the  centre  of  the  stone  Avere  deposited  the  following  various  articles, 
emblematic  of  the  civilization  of  the  period,  viz. : — A piece  of  pottery  of  ex- 
quisite Avorkmanship ; several  silver  and  copper  coins  of  the  reign  of 
George  III. ; a copper  Jubilee  Medal;  a Belfast  Almanac,  and  map  of  the 
toAvn;  a small  quantity  of  linen  yarn,  of  100  hanks  to  the  lb.;  impressions 
from  the  seals  of  the  ToAAm  and  the  Academical  Institution ; a small  Bible, 
about  tAvo  inches  square ; a specimen  of  letterpress  printing ; a M.S.,  in 
the  Irish  character,  and  the  subjoined  inscription  : — 

noc  NosocoAiiuAr 

AEGROTIS  ET  ARTI  AIEDICvE 
SACEUAI  ; 

O 
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IN  SALATEM  FUBLICAM, 

IN  M 0 R B O R U M M E I>  E L A M, 

IN  MISERORUM  SOLAMEN, 

ET  IN  JIEDICINiE  ET  CUIRUROIxE 

irsus  ; 

GIVES  BELFASTIENSES 
POSUERE, 

AUSPICIIS  SECUNDIS  ; 

INTER  MAGNAAI  CONCORDIAM  PLAUSUSQCE, 

POPUEI  ET  EACULTATIS  MEDIC.E 
AEDIFICIl 
EAPIDE5I  PRIMUM 
PONENTE 

PR.ENOBILI  TIRO  GEORGIO  AUGUSTO  MARCIIIONE  DE 

DONEOALL,  ETC.,  ETC., 

NON.  JEN. 

ANNO  DOMINI,  1815, 

ET  REGNI  GEORGII  III,  REGIS  LV. 

We  can  well  imagine  with  what  glowing  interest  the  proceedings  of  this 
memorable  day  were  witnessed  by  the  friends  of  the  Charity,  and  more  par- 
ticularly by  those  who  had  for  years  previously  been  spectators  of  its  progress. 
We  can  readily  contemplate  them,  as  they  Avatched  with  keen,  expectant  eye 
the  lowering  of  that  first  stone  into  its  resting  place,  looking  fonvard  to  a 
time  when  a noble  structure  would  grace  that  vacant  spot,  extending  all 
around  the  blessings  of  the  purest  charity,  and,  above  all,  recognized,  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  as  the  temple  of  the  “ good  Samaritan.”  At  this  time  we 
may  well  envy  them  these  prophetic  visions  j we,  who  are  now  daily  vatnesses 
of  the  comforts  it  supplies  to  the  wretched  sufferer,  of  the  restoration  to 
to  health  of  the  Avounded  or  stricken  artizan,  and  the  alleviation  of  those 
countless  forms  of  disease  by  Avhich  death  preludes  its  fatal  stroke. 

Were  there  no  other  event  in  the  Hospital  records  of  the  year  1810,  the 
one  Ave  are  noAv  about  to  mention  Avould  serve  to  impart  to  it,  peculiar  dis- 
tinction. On  the  5th  of  August,  of  this  year,  among  the  patients  who 
Avaited  on  the  Committee  to  hear  their  decision  on  their  application  for  ad- 
mission, Avas  a young  Avoman,  named  Anne  Marshall.  After  considering  her 
case,  she  Avas  permitted  to  enter  the  wards  for  tAvo  Aveeks.  Not  having  quite 
recovered  on  the  expiration  of  this  time,  she  was  continued  under  treatment. 
During  the  progress  of  her  recovery,  hoAvever,  she  made  herself  so  useful, 
in  various  Avays,  to  the  house-keeper  and  head  nurse,  that  her  departure  was 
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indefinitely  postponed.  We  observe,  that  on  January  12th,  1812,  she  was 
publicly  reivarded  by  the  Committee  for  her  services  and  good  conduct,  and 
became  regularly  installed  as  assistant  nurse.  Some  years  after  she  reached 
the  position  of  full  nurse,  and  eventually  attained  her  present  situation  of  chief 
in  this  department  of  the  Hospital.  For  many  years  past  she  regularly  paid 
her  annual  subscription  of  one  guinea;  and  in  the  year  1849,  a period  of  con- 
siderable depression  in  the  Hospital  funds,  she  voluntarily  came  forward  and 
paid  m to  the  Treasurer  the  munificent  donation  of  £61  ! which  was  really, 
in  her  case,  the  accumulation  of  a lifetime.  The  reader  can  now  understand 
the  significance  of  this  event,  which  betokened  the  most  devoted  attach- 
ment to  the  Charity,  and  the  most  trusting  reliance  on  the  management. 

This  old  and  respected  gentlewoman,  after  the  lapse  of  41  years  of  unre- 
mitting servitude,  still  enjoys  a wonderful  share  of  health.  She  may  be  seen, 
by  the  visitor,  maldng  her  daily  rounds  amongst  the  wards,  and,  with  anxious 
solicitude  and  a homely  care,  rendering  her  little  offices  to  comfort  the  dis- 
tressed and  the  forsaken. 

Yes,  the  world  may  deem  them  little,  but  in  the  words  of  the  dramatist, 
though 

“ It  is  a little  thing  to  speak  a phrase 
Of  common  comfort,  which  by  daily  use 
Has  almost  lost  its  sense ; yet  on  the  ear 
Of  him  who  thought  to  die  unmourned  will  fall 
Like  choicest  music  : fill  the  glazing  eye 
With  gentle  tears ; * ♦ * 

And  shed  on  the  departing  soul  a sense 
More  precious  than  the  benison  of  friends 
About  the  honoured  death-bed  of  the  rich, 

To  him  who  else  were  lonely,  that  another 
Of  the  great  family  is  near  and  feels.” 

In  consequence  of  the  very  limited  accommodation  afforded  in  the  houses 
in  West-street,  notwithstanding  the  better  financial  position  of  the  Chari t}-, 
the  amount  of  intern  relief  was  still  very  inconsiderable.  We  find  that  during 
the  year  ending  1st  May  1815,  only  224  patients  received  the  benefits  of  the 

Hospital  and  1245  that  of  extern  aid.  A change,  however,  w'as  at  hand 

appalling  in  its  magnitude — startling  in  its  contrast,  which,  when  viewed  in 
comparison  with  the  previous  history  of  the  Hospital,  must  be  contemplated 
as  a special  era  in  these  annals,  to  this  day  remembered  by  many  wdth  the 
freshness  of  yesterday. 
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Eev.  Edward  May,  Sovereign. 

First  stipeiidiarj’  Magistrate  apitointed. 
The  grant  to  the  Academical  Institution 
witiidrawn. 

Master  Mariners’  Association  formed. 

A Branch  of  the  Norwich  Insurance  Asso- 
ciation opened. 


— Wesleyan  Methodists’  Chapel,  Cotton- 
court,  erected. 

Januarj-  5 A Savings  Bank  opened  in  the  House  of 
Industiy. 

July  9 Died,  at  Dublin,  W.  B.  Joy,  Esq.,  of  this 
town. 


E S 2 o 


— Tliomas  Ludford  Stewart,  Esq.,  Sovereign. 

— The  Hospital  completed,  and  opened  1st 

August. 

— Tho  House  of  Correction,  commenced  in 

1814,  completed  this  year.  E.M’Cluney, 
Surgeon. 

Great  Dearth.  Fever  prevails  to  an  unpre- 
cedented extent. 

— The  Poor-house  provides  for  430  paupers, 

at  a cost  of  £3,750  this  year. 

— The  House  of  Industry  expends  £5,000  per 

annum  in  relief  of  1,200  families. 

— London  Union  Assurance,  instituted  1714, 

opened  a branch  at  No.  8,  Donegall- 
street.  Thomas  Walsh,  agent 

— Eoyal  E xch  ange  Assurance  opens  a branch. 

A.  it  E.  Gordon,  agents. 


Sept. 

17 

Nov. 

29 

Dec. 

31 

Commercial  News-room,  Waring-street, 
opened.  Charles  Thomson,  Treasurer. 

Savings  Bank  incorporated  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament. 

An  Act  passed  giving  further  powers  to  the 
Charitable  Society  to  supply  the  town 
witli  water. 

Died,  Eobert  Oit,  Esq.,  an  eminent  Bm- 
rister  and  political  writer. 

Died,  George  Iliucks,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the 
92nd  Highlanders,  a victim  to  the  conta- 
gious malady  of  this  period 

Di«l,  Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  another  sacri- 
fice to  the  prevailing  distemper.  He 
was  devoted  to  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  counti-y;  and  his  death 
was  deeply  and  generally  regretted. 


(^^f^l^IIE  entlmsiasm  which  we  have  seen  characterize  the  proceedings,  at 
the  close  of  the  previous  year,  continued,  now  rather  to  increase;  and 
was  carried  to  the  highest  degree  of  feverish  excitement,  on  the  appearance 
of  that  memorable  epidemic  which  raged  through  these  countries  in  the 
years  181G  and  1817. 

About  the  beginning  of  November,  in  the  former  year,  the  first  signs 
of  the  impending  storm  began  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 
Fresh  cases  of  the  disease  were  appearing  simultaneously,  in  numerous 
parts  of  the  towm.  The  limited  accommodation  of  the  West-street  Hos- 
pital, 4vas  tested  to  the  utmost.  An  order  prohibiting  the  admission  of  all 
cases,  but  Fever,  was  of  little  avail.  The  forces  were  gathering  thicker 
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and  thicker  daily,  and  each  new  case  that  was  denied  iinrnediatc  admission, 
became  the  nucleus  of  many.  Though  confined  to  the  iioorer  ranks,  the 
infectious  blast  threatened  the  highest,  and  every  one  looked  with  anxious 
expectation  to  the  new  edifice,  now  in  course  ot  construction,  as  the  means 
in  God’s  Providence  to  arrest  the  march  of  the  angel  of  death. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  large  sum  received  up  till  this  time,  from  the 
private  subscriptions  referred  to  in  the  last  chapter,  Avhich  reached  upwards 
of  £1,700,  still  this,  though  it  may  have  Avarranted  the  Committee  in  com-  j 
mencing  the  edifice,  Avas  but  a fraction  of  the  amount  required.  The  Cor- 
poration were  applied  to,  through  the  Marquis  of  Donegall,  and  pressed  by 
the  urgency  of  the  case  on  the  9th  March,  1817,  they  gave  the  liberal  grant 
of  £400;  grants  Avere  likeAvise  received  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  £200; 
donations  from  the  Ballast  Corporation,  £300 ; donations  from  the  Relief 

I 

Fund,  amounting  to  £285  ; from  the  proprietors  of  the  Linen  Hall,  j 
£300 ; from  the  Sovereign  and  Burgesses  of  the  tOAvn,  £400,  besides  be-  j 
quests,  £256  ; collections  at  charity  sermons,  above  £800 ; proceeds  of 
amateur  entertainments,  £317  ; and  other  sources,  Avhich  raised  the  en- 
tire fund  to  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the  sum  required  for  completing 
the  buildings.  The  Hospital  AAuien  finished  was  calculated  to  have  thus 
cost  upwards  of  £5,000. 

These  extraordinary  contributions  enabled  the  committee  to  push  on  the 
Avork  AAuth  the  utmost  speed  ; and,  though  the  Avails  were  wet  and  the  stair-  j 
case  scarcely  secure,  rather  than  delay  a single  day  unneccessarily,  they 
transferred  the  patients  from  the  old  Hospital  to  the  ncAV,  on  the  1st  day 
OF  August,  1817.  Patients  were  iioav  hurried  in,  and  every  aA’ailable 
spot  became  the  recipient  of  the  victims.  At  one  time  the  number  of 
interns  reached  212 ; but  it  is  gratifying  to  mention  in  connexion,  that  at 
no  time,  during  this  remarkable  epidemic,  Avas  any  application  either  from 
tOAAui  or  country  for  a moment  rejected.  The  neAv  building  AAms  indeed 
severely  tried,  for  the  march  of  the  pestilence  Avas  not  completely  checked, 
till  the  expiration  of  three  years;  during  which,  nofcAver  than  3527  Patients 
Avere  admitted  within  its  Avails. 

The  reader,  in  his  contemplation  of  the  events  of  this  period,  as  thus 
briefiy  indicated,  has  been,  doubtless,  struck  Avith  the  singular  coincidence 
of  the  erection  of  the  Hospital  and  the  outbreak  of  fever;  for  it  must  be  re- 
membered, that  the  first  steps  in  the  raising  of  the  edifice  were  taken  lon«- 
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before  even  the  threatenings  of  the  epidemic  had  been  recognised.  In  this 
point  of  view,  therefore,  is  this  period  strikingly  attractive;  and  if  we  look 
again  to  the  mariner  in  which  the  pestilence  was  met,  the  influence  of  tliis 
invaluable  charity  in  arresting  the  disease  will  be  observed  to  have  been 
peculiarly  powerful.  It  is  plain  that  the  system  of  isolation,  if  rigorously 
carried  out,  would  soon  crush  the  power  of  the  mightiest  epidemic;  and  to 
make  it  truly  irresistible,  sufficient  means  are  alone  wanting  to  convey  the 
stricken,  the  moment  they  become  affected,  from  their  confined  and  filthy 
homes  to  the  spacious  wards  of  the  Hospital;  in  fact,  the  preventive 
agency  of  the  Hospital  relief  is  only  limited  by  the  degree  of  inspection 
used  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  fresh  cases,  on  the  moment  of  attack  ; and 
we  believe  that  this  will,  in  a great  measure,  explain  why,  in  subsequent 
times,  a much  more  dreadful  epidemic  yielded  to  the  preventive  measures 
adopted,  in  one-half  the  time. 

The  only  draw-back  to  the  utility  of  the  Hospital,  in  this  epidemic,  was 
the  want  of  convalescent  wards,  to  which  the  patients,  soon  after  the  crisis, 
might  be  removed,  and  remain  from  one  to  three  weeks,  as  the  case  might 
be.  This  is  a provision  of  great  importance  in  the  management  of  fever  on 
a large  scale.  The  Medical  Attendants  and  Committee  alike  appreciated 
it,  and  meetings  were  called,  and  the  hiring  of  special  accommodation  for 
the  purpose  was  talked  of ; but  the  epidemic  had  spent  its  force  ere  any- 
thing practical  was  accomplished. 

Tlie  Press  at  this  date,  as  might  natm'ally  be  expected,  teems  with  the 
affairs  of  the  different  public  charities.  The  times  called  for  the  votaries 
of  benevolence,  and  nobly  did  they  answer.  The  Poor  House  relieved  its 
430  paupers — the  House  of  Industry  spent  its  £5,000  per  annum,  in  sus- 
taining 1,200  families — the  Clothing  Society,  Soup  Kitchens  and  Relief  Com- 
mittees, severally  ministered  to  thousands  of  the  destitute ; and,  altogether, 
Belfast,  at  this  period  presented  a glorious  spectacle  of  philanthropy,  de- 
serving the  admiration  of  the  world.  The  prosperity  of  her  later  years  is 
doubly  blessed  by  the  reflection,  that  when  but  in  the  infancy  of  her 
strength,  she  di'ained  her  dearest  resources  to  help  the  desolate  and  afflicted 
— to  dry  the  orphans’  and  the  widows’  tears — “to  feed  the  hungry  and 
clothe  the  naked,”  and  rescue  a myriad  host  from  impending  destruction. 
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Commercial  Buildings  contracted  for. 

The  Irishman,  a weekly  newspaper,  is- 
sued. Proprietor,  Mr.  John  Lawless. 


May 


20  Died,  Mrs.  Johnston,  for  eight  years 
Housekeeper  of  the  Hospital.  She  was 
highly  respected,  and  her  funeral  was 
attended  by  the  Hospital  authorities 
and  a large  number  of  the  subscribers. 
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— Fu’ststeam-boatanived  at  Belfast;  having 
crossed  from  Liverpool . 

— Thomas  Vemer,  Esq.,  Sovereign. 

— Ulster  Female  Penitentiary  opened,  in 

York-lane.  Physicians,  Drs.  Stephen- 
son and  Thomson ; Surgeon,  B.  M'Clu- 
ney.  Esq. 

March  17  Foundation  stone  laid  of  the  Commercial 
Buildings. 

Aug.  20  Died,  M r.  William  Dalzell,  Apothecary  to 
the  Hospital. 


June  15  Died,  at  London,  William  Thomson,  Esq., 
Donegall-square. 

Sept.  17  Died,  Robert  Bradshaw,  Esq.,  President 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Oct  22  Died,  at  Pisa,  Rev.  E.  May,  Vicar,  and 
several  times  Sovereign  of  Belfast;  pos- 
sessed of  high  and  varied  talents, 

Nov.  15  Died,  at  Orangefield,  Hugh  Crawford,  Esq., 
an  e.xtensive  merchant  and  banker. 
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— Earl  of  Belfast,  Sovereign. 

— Female  Societyforclothingthepoorformed. 

— Sail-making  commenced  in  Belfast. 

— The  Irish  Harp  Society  revived.  Mr.  Ward, 
Secretary. 

— Belfast  Fishing  Company  organized. 

— Public  Baths  opened,  by  Israel  Millikin, 
Peter’s-hill. 

Feb.  5 Died,  William  Drennan,  Esq.,  M.D.,  aged 
45.  A patriot  in  the  truest  sense.  A 
man  of  the  highest  integrity,  and  splen- 


did talents ; not  even  his  enemies 
could  conceal  their  admiration  of  his 
genius  and  character. 

Oct.  29  As  the  collection  plate  was  passed  roimd, 
after  the  delivery  ofDr.  Hanna’s  sermon, 
in  aid  of  the  Poor-house,  a person  un- 
known placed  upon  it  two  Bank  of  Ire- 
land notes,  to  the  value  of  £1,000! 

Nov.  1 Commercial  Buildings  opened,  with  News- 
room, &c. 


2.  S3  S Ho 


April 


Sabbath-school  Union  formed. 

Belfast  Insurance  Company,  34,  North- 
street. 

Mercantile  Recjister  issued. 

The  Globe  Insurance  Company  opened. 
Samuel  Bruce,  jun.,  agent. 

Imperial  Fire  Assurance  C ompany  opened, 
Donegall-Quay.  W.  T.  Harvey,  agent. 

The  second  Seceding  Presbyterian  house 
opened.  Rev.  John  Edgar,  first  minister. 

A branch  of  the  National  institution  for 
tlie  Deaf  and  Dumbfonned.  Treasurer, 
R.  M'Cluney;  Secretary,  Rev.  W.  Bruce. 


April  26 

June  1 
Sept.  18 

Sept.  20 

Dec.  21 


Died,  Dr.  Neilson,  aged  40,  Professor  of 
Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew  ; Head  Mas- 
ter of  the  Royal  Belfast  Academical  In- 
stitution ; an  eminent  teacher  of  the 
Irish  language. 

Natural  History  Society  established. 

Died,  Cliai  les  Valentine  Joyce,  Esq.,  Done- 
galli^treet.  High  Constable. 

Died,  at  Malone  House,  Svilliam  Leeee 
Esq.  ’ 

Wr.W.  Bingham,  jdrsi  registered  pupil  of 
the  Ilospitai. 
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a; HE  great  epidemic  whicli  formed  the  subject  of  the  previous  chapter, 

) though  now  shorn  of  much  of  its  virulence,  could  not  be  said  to  have 
ceased  till  the  year  1819.  On  a rough  calculation,  it  may  be  considered 
that,  including  Hopital  patients,  upAvards  of  7,400  inhabitants  must  liave 
been  infected  during  the  past  years  ; a proportion  nearly  equal  to  one-fourth 
of  the  entire  population.  Little  wonder,  then,  it  engrossed  public  attention 
to  an  exciting  extent,  and  every  means  supposed  to  have  preventive  influence 
Avas  brought  into  active  requisition.  Among  these,  the  sanitary  measures 
adopted  on  a former  occasion  Avere  noAV  most  extensively  employed.  The 
houses  of  the  poor  Avere  cleansed  in  hundreds,  and  straAV  bedding  Avas  sup- 
plied to  thousands.  The  Dispensary  visitors  Avere  to  be  found  everywhere, 
discovering  the  earliest  symptoms,  and  transferring  the  stricken  at  once  to 
Hospital.  In  the  course  of  these  inspections,  it  A\ms  generally  observed — 
and  indeed  the  fact  is  universal,  and  fully  borne  out  by  all  experience  since 
— that  “ Avhen  the  inhabitants  are  above  penury,  and  clean  in  their  person  and 
houses,  their  residences  have,  Avith  very  feAV  exceptions,  been  exempt;  Avhile, 
streets  occupied  by  the  indigent  and  slothful,  and  those  especially  containing 
dirty  close  entries,  produce  the  greatest  number  of  patients.”  The  experience 
of  this  epidemic  proved,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  contagious  nature  of  the 
fever,  and  corroborated  the  vieAVS  already  entertained  by  the  friends  of  the 
Hospital,  as  to  the  incalculable  utility  of  such  an  asylum.  One  circumstance 
is  specially  recorded,  in  illustration  of  this  fact.  It  appeared  that,  in  1820, 
18  boys  Avere  all  admitted  from  one  cotton  printing  shop,  in  Avhich  44  AA^ere 
employed ; of  these,  15  had  been  working  on  one  side  of  the  room.  It  Avas 
ascertained  that  the  infection  AAms  communicated,  by  a convalescent,  to  a 
youth  near  the  door,  in  the  first  instance,  and  aftenvards  to  proceed  pro- 
gi’essively  from  one  individual  to  another  along  the  one  side  of  the  room, 
in  preference  to  the  other,  as  the  ventilating  current  principally  moved  in  the 
former  direction.  It  is  also  interesting  to  observe,  that  tAvo  months  elapsed 
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between  the  infection  of  the  first  and  last  of  these  18  persons.  Facts  like 
these,  derived  as  they  are  from  practical  experience,  are  deserving  of  all  at- 
tention ; and  were  their  indications  always  acted  upon,  in  conjunction  with 
sanitary  measures,  the  fever  pestilence  would  cease  to  be  the  plague  of  Ireland. 

The  Charity  had  now  been  receiving  county  aid  since  the  year  1807. 
At  the  present  time  it  amounted  to  upwards  of  £500,  the  subscriptions 
having  greatly  increased  in  consequence  of  the  alarming  increase  of 
disease.  In  consideration,  therefore,  of  the  increased  resources  of  the 
Charity,  and  the  express  intention  of  the  legislature  in  granting  support 
from  the  county  at  large,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  fact  that  such  inten- 
tention  was  rightly  interpreted  in  all  other  counties  where  Dispensaries  and 
Fever  Hospitals  existed,  Mr.  Clarke,  Treasurer,  was  induced  to  bring  the 
subject  of  granting  salaries  to  the  Medical  Attendants  of  the  Dispensary  and 
Hospital  before  the  Committee,  on  the  28th  September,  1818.  The  project 
was  received  favourably  by  a very  large  meeting,  Adam  M‘Clean  in  the 
chair;  and  it  Avas  resolved  to  summon  a general  board  of  Subscibers,  specially 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  suggestion. 
Prior  to  the  meeting,  several  letters  on  the  subject,  pro  and  con,  appeared 
in  the  newspapers,  and  public  feeling  was  thereby  excited  to  a considerable 
pitch.  The  profession  itself  was  divided  ; and  two  parties  ranged  themselves 
under  the  respective  leadership  of  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson  and  Dr.  .J.  M‘Donnell. 
The  meeting  alluded  to  was  held  on  the  6th  October,  when  the  opinion  ap- 
peared to  be,  that  in  the  then  anxious  and  excited  state  of  the  public  mind, 
it  was  better  to  let  the  matter  drop.  This  resolution,  however,  did  not  in 
any  degree  abate  the  ardour  of  the  struggle.  Letters  and  pamphlets,  for 
months  after,  distracted  the  public  attention,  and  the  controversy  was  only 
closed  by  the  final  retirement  from  the  duties  of  the  Hospital  of  Dr.  S.  S. 
and  Dr.  J.  Drummond.  It  is  not  our  intention,  in  this  place  to  do  more 
than  recal  these  events  to  the  memory  of  the  reader.  We  have  our  own 
opinion,  and  have  publicly  expressed,  and  publicly  acted  upon  it,  and  Ave 
consider,  therefore,  that  a discussion  of  this  disputed  point  Avould  be  alto- 
gether digressive  and  superfluous.  Sufiice  it  to  say,  that  the  spark  thus 
kindled  was  not  at  this  time  extinguished  ; for  some  years  it  smouldered,  it 
is  true,  but  only  in  the  end  to  create  a flame  so  strong,  that  nothing  has  since 
been  able  to  quench  it. 

An  important  feature  of  the  interval  aboAm  indicated  is  the  stated  reco<-- 
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nition,  by  the  Committee,  for  the  first  time,  of  the  propriety  of  admitting 
pii[)ils  to  see  the  practice  of  the  Hospital.  The  resolution  alluded  to  is 
dated  16th  January,  1820,  and  is  to  the  effect : first,  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee,  that  it  is  safe  and  proper  to  admit  pupils  into  this  Hos- 
pital; and,  secondly,  it  is  resolved,  that  each  of  the  Medical  Attendants 
may  introduce  one  pupil  approved  of  by  the  Committee,  to  see  his  practice, 
and  to  act  as  Clerk  or  Dresser,  for  whose  conduct  the  gentleman  by  whom 
he  is  introduced  shall  be  responsible  ; and,  thirdly,  the  pupil  so  admitted  is 
prohibited  from  visiting  the  patients  of  any  other  Physician  or  Surgeon 
without  his  permission,  or  in  any  case  to  prescribe  for  any  patient  in  the 
Hospital,  or  otherwise  interfere  with  the  medical  or  surgical  treatment,  or 
with  the  duties  of  the  Apothecary.  It  would  appear  that  the  idea  thus  ex- 
pressed arose  out  of  the  suggestion  of  a sub-committee,  appointed  in  1817, 
to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Charity.  Among  other  matters,  they  devote 
a paragraph  strongly  recommending  the  admission  of  pupils,  which  puts 
their  claims  so  well  that  we  cannot  omit  its  quotation : — 

“ There  is  another  circumstance,”  it  states,  “ which  not  flowing  directly 
from  our  duty,  yet,  as  connected  with  the  general  interests  of  the  Institution, 
we  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee.  The  Hospital, 
we  trust,  has  now  attained  such  a state  of  permanence,  and  promises  to 
be  conducted  on  such  an  extensive  scale,  that  the  advantages  flowing 
from  it  should  not  be  confined  to  the  mere  objects  who  arc  relieved  within 
its  walls.  The  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Belfast  should  be  invited  to 
place  their  pupils  there,  to  acquire  experience  by  observing  its  practice ; 
and  in  the  course  of  a few  years  it  might  become  a school  of  Physic  and  Sur- 
geiy,  of  no  trifling  importance  to  the  young  medical  students  of  this  neigh- 
bourhood and  the  province  of  Ulster.  Exclusive  of  this  general  purpose,  and 
even  if  no  immediate  emolument  would  be  derived  by  the  Hospital  from  this 
plan,  still  so  much  assistance  might  be  obtained  by  it  to  your  Apothecary, 
both  in  the  shop  and  in  his  attendance  in  the  Hospital,  that  the  labours  of 
these  departments  might  be  greatly  facilitated  to  him,  and  the  various  duties 
by  them  better  and  more  regularly  performed.  (Signed,) 

“Robert  Tennent. 

“Robert  M‘Gee. 

“Belfast,  25th  August,  1817.” 

Were  we  to  go  still  farther  back,  we  might  point  to  the  inscription  de- 
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posited  in  the  first  stone  of  the  building,  in  1815,  to  show  that  the  Hospital 
was  dedicated  to  the  advancement  of  medical  science,  as  well  as  to  the  relief 
of  the  distressed. 

HOC  NOSOCOMION 
^EGROTIS  EX  AKTI  MEHICiE 

SACRCM. 

II 

The  idea  was,  therefore,  generally  entertained,  in  connexion  Muth  the  found- 
I ing  of  this  Hospital ; but  it  was  not  until  the  year  above  mentioned,  that 
: the  admission  of  pupils  was  regularly  authorized,  and  more  than  a year 

elapsed  before  the  first  registered  piqnl  formally  entered  the  Hospital.  His 
name  was  jMr.  W.  Bingham,  afterwards  many  years  practitioner  in  Down- 
i patrick,  where  he  died,  in  1 848.  Since  this  period,  we  have  a list  of  above 
I 400  names  that  have  been  successively  rcorded,  up  till  the  present  time.  In 
examining  into  the  history  of  this  long  roll  of  noviciates,  it  is  not  a little 
curious  to  observe  the  varied  changes  which  their  after  lives  present : — some, 
after  a brief  trial,  entirely  abandon  the  profession,  and  assume  some  other 
j avocation, — some,  having  proceeded  steadily  in  the  march  of  knowledge, 

have  been  suddenly  removed  by  the  touch  of  death, — some  having  passed  the 
ordeal,  commenced  the  duties  of  professional  life,  and  not  succeeding  to  their 
j expectations,  “ have  thrown  physic  to  the  dogs,”  and  entered  upon  a new  ex- 
I istence  in  another  sphere ; — the  majority  are  scattered  abroad  on  sea  or 
I land,  and  in  all  countries,  where  the  British  flag  is  acknowledged, 
i What  a gratification  must  the  friends  of  this  Charity  have  in  the  reflec- 
; tion,  that  the  blessings  which  this  Hospital  has  been  the  means  of  affording, 
may  be  disseminated  a thousand-fold  in  all  time,  and  in  all  parts  of  the 
habitable  globe.  We  can  conceive  of  no  higher  source  of  earthly  pleasure 
than  the  contemplation  of  this  vast  result — it  lives  in  the  past,  in  the  present, 
and  the  future. 

In  this  period  of  four  years,  several  new  names  appear  in  connexion  with 
the  Hospital.  In  June  21st,  1819,  Samuel  Bruce,  jun.,  Esq.,  was  appointed 
Secretary  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dobbs ; in  July  24th  following,  J.  Bar- 
nett was  elected  Treasurer  ; and  in  September  12th,  Mr.  Absalom  Martin 
was  elected  Apothecary,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dalzell,  deceased.  Among  the 
Medical  Attendants,  we  observe  that  Dr.  IT.  Purdon,  Dr.  Forcade,  and  Mr. 
D.  Moore,  were  appointed,  in  1820,  for  the  first  time.  Among  these  internal 
changes  we  cannot  refrain  from  particulary  mentioning  the  death  of  Mrs. 
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Johnston,  the  highly-respected  housekeeper.  For  a period  of  eight  years 
she  managed  the  domestic  arrangements  in  a manner  most  gratifying  to  the 
Committee,  who  testified  their  admiration  of  lier  many  good  qualities  by 
attending  in  a body  on  the  occasion  of  her  funeral.  This  circumstance, 
though  apparently  trifling,  is  one  of  much  significance,  and  will  redound  to 
the  high  credit  of  the  managing  body,  so  long  as  these  annals  shall  exist. 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 

a s s a. 


— Medical  Society  revived. 

— British  Commercial  Insurance.  J.  Cram- 

sie,  agent. 

— The  Ladies’  Clothing  Society  and  Bible 

Association  united. 

— Albion  Insurance  Office.  William  New- 

sam,  agent. 

— Population,  37,117 ; houses,  5,932. 


•Jan.  13  Died,  A.  Martin,  Apothecai^  to  the  Hos- 
pital. 

Nov.  17  Died,  in  Dublin,  James  Ramsej',  Esq.,  an 
eminent  Solicitor,  practising  in  Belfast 
for  a long  series  of  years. 

Dec.  26  Died,  Hugh  Wilson,  Esq.,  aged  76;  one  of 
the  oldest  merchants  of  his  day. 


H @ 


• — The  National  Assurance  Company.  J. 

HaiTison,  agent. 

Aug.  26  Died,  Mr.  Arrott,  Surgeon. 

Aug.  30  The  town  lighted  with  gas. 

Sept.  29  Died,  Thomas  Ferguson,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  respectable  inhabitants ; 
a zealous  co-operator  with  the  founders 
of  the  Poor-house  and  Infirmaiy. 


Nov.  10  Died,  Eev.  Josias  Alexander,  aged  41, 
imstor  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
congregation,  and  teacher  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  Belfast  Academy.  His 
funeral  was  attended  by  a vast  concourse 
of  people.  In  the  procession  were  the 
Medical  gentlemen,  the  professors  in  the 
Institution,  the  teachers  and  scholars  of 
the  Academy,  &c. 

Dec.  16  Died,  Hugh  Carson,  Esq.,  merchant 


a.  s s 4k  0 

John  Agnew,  Esq.,  Sovereign. 

Nort]iem  IFWg  issued ; office, Corn-Market. 

West  of  England  Insurance.  J.  Kane, 
agent. 

St.  Patrick’s  Assurance.  G.  & T.  M‘Tear, 
agents. 

Shami'ock  Insurance  Company.  J.Cram- 
sie,  agent. 


— J.  Goddai’d,  agent  for  Westminster  Lite 
Office. 

— The  Rushlight,  a weekly  newspaper,  issued. 

Clarke  and  Hope,  proprietors. 

— Seaman’s  Friend  Society  and  Bethel  Union. 

May  6 Died,  John  Thomson,  Esq.,  Jeimj-mouni, 
aged  58. 


2.  © ® 


— Manchester  Assurance.  G.  & H.  Hjmd-  j 
man,  agents. 

— Nelson  Club  House,  Donegall-place. 

— Northern  Yacht  Club.  Secretary,  Robert 

Thomson,  Esq.,  Jennymount. 

— Steam-boat  trade  regularly  commenced. 

— Wash  Mills  fust  constructed  at  Bally- 

drain. 

— The  Ardoyne  Damask  manufactory  com- 
menced. 

May  Mechanics’  Institute  founded.  .John  M‘- 

Cance,  W.  Tennent,  Robert  Grimshaw, 
Jos.  Stevenson,  Robt.  Barnett,  Trustees, 
July  21  Thomas  Vance,  Esq.,  on  leaving  town  for 
Mexico,  was  presented  with  an  address 
and  a piece  of  plate,  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  other  principal  inhabi- 
tants. ' 


Died,  John  Holmes,  Esq.,  aged  80,  an  emi- 
nent merchant,  and  banker  for  upwards 
of  half  a centm-y. 

Died,  Mr.  James  Baker;  the  first  to  in- 
troduce the  muslin  manufacture  into 
Belfast. 

Died, John  Gregg, Esq., aged 72.  “To him, 
we  have  sti'ong  reasons  to  believe,  the 
poor  of  this  town  are  indebted  for  the 
munificent  donation  ofvElOOO,  which  was 
dropped  into  the  poor-box,  at  the  chari- 
table collection  in  Dr.  Hanna’s  Meeting- 
house, 29th  October,  1820.”  News- 
Letter. 

Dec.  15  Died,  at  Malone,  John  Templeton,  Esq., 
aged  60 ; highly  distinguished  in  science 
and  natural  history. 


Sept.  1 
Sept.  22 
Nov.  26 


2.  © S 


'The  Provincial  Bank  branch  opened. 
Graving  docks  formed  by  the  Harbour 
Commissioners. 

Society  for  the  relief  of  the  Destitute  Sick, 
originated  by  Francis  Spalding,  Esq., 
of  Ediirburgh. 

Ladies’  Clothiirg  Society  for  the  poorformred 


Oct. 

Nov. 


R 


Tj^ihus  epidemic  in  the  Poor-house  this  year. 

13  Died,  Mr.  Arthur  Johnstorr  Crawford,  of 

Crawfordsbum. 

14  Died,  of  typhus  fever.  Dr.  Benjamin  Thomp- 

son ; a wor-thy  member  of  the  Belfast 
Historic  Society,  and  Physician  to  the 
Hospital. 
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Hospital  annals  of  this  period  notice  the  prevalence  of  small-pox, 
in  1822  and  1824,  and  a revival  of  the  Fever  epidemic,  in  the  Autumn 
of  1826.  In  this  latter  year,  a second  subscription  was  called  for,  to  meet 
the  increased  expenses  arising  from  the  epidemic.  The  report  for  this  year 
refers  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Charity  in  utility 
' and  in  public  estimation.  It  cannot  be  concealed,  hoAvever,  that  a material 
agency  in  the  augmentation  of  funds  was  the  very  prevalent  dread  of  fever. 
There  cannot  be  a doubt,  that  charity  is  greatly  stimulated,  to  say  the  least, 
by  the  strong  feeling  of  self-defence.  The  Hospital  was  looked  upon,  univer- 
sally, as  the  safety-valve  which  prevented  the  general  explosion  of  the  epi- 
demic ; and  this  view  was  ever  strongly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the 
public,  both  by  the  reports  of  the  Committee  and  the  frequent  instances  of 
j infection  observed  by  the  Medical  Officers.  The  County  grant,  also,  con- 
tinued to  assist  very  materially — between  £400  and  £600  having  been  re- 
gularly received  annually.  In  this  way,  and  with  the  addition  of  numerous 
donations,  befjuests,  and  judicial  fines,  the  income  at  this  time  reached  an 
average,  of  about  £1500,  which  presents  a striking  contrast  to  the  limited 
means  in  the  earlier  parts  of  the  history. 

We  observe,  in  this  period,  several  new  appointments  and  changes  in  the 
IMedical  department.  On  the  7th  of  May,  1822,  Mr.  Walker  was  appointed 
Apothecary,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Martin,  deceased ; and  was  succeeded  by  ]Mr. 
John  AiciiiN,  in  May,  1821.’  In  August,  1824,  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson  again 
appears  to  resume  duty  at  the  Hospital;  and,  in  October  1826,  Dr.  Robert 
Stephenson  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Thompson  were  elected  AttendingPhysicians. 
The  latter,  however,  was  seized  with  fever,  a few  months  subsequent  to  his 
appointment,  and  died  much  honoured  and  lamented.  In  that  brief  interval 
he  gained  the  highest  respect  for  his  zeal  and  assiduity,  and  by  the  poor  was 
especially  beloved.  In  December,  Dr.  W.  M.  Wilson  was  elected  in  his  stead. 

Among  the  events  of  note  for  which  this  period  is  distinguished,  none 
possesses  greater  claims  upon  our  attention  than  the  formal  introduction  of 


1822-26]  CLIXICAL  LECTURES  ESTABLISHED.  83 

Clinical  instruction,  as  a part  of  tlic  duties  of  the  Medical  Attendants  of  the 
Charity.  We  have  seen  that  the  Hospital  had  been  already  opened  to  pupils, 
for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  instruction  from  the  practice  of  the  Attendants. 
The  imparting  of  a knowlege  of  disease,  as  it  actually  occurs,  in  unsystematic 
form,  would  seem  a matter  of  necessary  consequence  upon  the  recognition 
of  the  principle  of  making  the  Hospital  an  educational  institution ; yet,  it 
appears,  that  it  was  not  till  the  latter  end  of  1826,  that  any  steps  were  taken 
by  the  Committee  to  regulate  clinical  instruction. 

The  first  notice  of  the  subject,  in  the  records  of  the  Hospital,  occurs 
in  the  month  of  December  of  this  year.  Two  letters  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  Joint  Board  of  Managers  and  Visitors  of  the  Institution, 
by  Dr.  J.  L.  Drummond,  had  appeared  previously  in  the  columns  of  the 
public  papers,  in  which  the  setting  apart  of  special  cases  of  disease  for 
clinical  purposes,  and  the  regular  delivery  of  clinical  lectures  by  teachers 
in  a Medical  School,  are  strongly  recommended,  as  measures  highly 
conducive  to  the  interests  both  of  the  school  and  the  Hospital.  A special 
meeting  of  the  Committee  was  summoned  to  consider  these  propositions  ; 
and  the  Medical  Staff  were,  in  the  mean  time,  requested  to  give  their  opinion 
thereon.  Them  report,  which  was  signed  by  Drs.  M‘Donnell,  Thomson, 
Stephenson,  Forcade,  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Moore,  very  properly,  and  on  verv 
adequate  grounds,  took  objection  to  the  plan  proposed  by  Dr.  Drummond  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time  stated,  that,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable,  clinical 
lectures  in  the  Hospital,  either  at  the  present  or  any  future  day,  might  be 
undertaken  by  one  or  more  of  the  Medical  Attendants,  in  their  respective 
departments,  without  being  liable  to  the  objections  to  which  they  referred. 
This  report  having  been  duly  considered,  in  connexion  with  Dr.  Drummond’s 
proposal,  it  was  resolved,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1827,  to  refer  the  expediency 
of  establishing  medical  Lectures  in  the  Hospital  to  a further  meeting  of  the  At- 
tendants. The  matter  was  afterwards  (1  stMay)  submitted  to  a general  meeting 
of  subscribers,  on  which  occasion  the  Committee  were  formally  instructed  to 
give  every  encouragement  for  the  delivery  of  clinical  lectures,  on  select  cases, 
in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  departments,  and  to  facilitate  the  attendance  of 
pupils  at  these  lectures,  and  on  the  general  practice  of  the  Hospital.  The 
principle  having  been  thus  regularly  adopted,  it  was  left  to  the  Medical 
Attendants  to  carry  out  the  details.  Accordingly,  on  the  3rd  of  June,  arrange- 
ments were  finally  made  for  the  delivery  of  the  first  clinical  lecture,  whicli 
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Dr.  M‘Donnell  was  requested  to  give.  He  was  followed  up  by  Dr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Moore,  and  others  of  the  staff ; and,  up  till  the  present  time,  this  invalu- 
able regulation  has  been  carried  out  ■with  the  greatest  success. 

j It  was  plot  to  be  expected  that  this  extra  duty  would  be  performed  sa- 

! tisfactorily  to  all  parties  concerned,  without  some  mutual  encouragement ; and 
we  therefore  observe,  in  the  report  of  the  minutes  of  18th  October,  this  year, 
a resolution  of  the  Committee,  ruling  that  the  money  received  from  pupils 
for  attending  lectures,  &c.,  in  the  Hospital,  be  handed  over  to  the  lecturers,  i 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  books,  and  otheiuvise  promoting  the  advantage  | 
of  the  pupils.  It  must  be  here  mentioned,  that  the  pupils’  fee  for  attending  | 
the  practice  of  the  Hospital,  first  fixed  in  1823,  at  one  guinea  per  annum, 
had  been  hitherto  appropriated  to  the  common  support  of  the  Hospital. 
This  arrangement  established  the  principle  of  devoting  the  fees  of  the  pupils 
to  providing  clinical  instruction — a principle  which,  had  it  been  always 
acted  upon,  would  have  greatly  conduced  to  have  established  the  Hospital, 
ere  this,  as  an  attractive  resort  for  the  students  of  medicine. 

I ^ 

To  render  such  an  asylum  available  to  the  utmost,  for  the  diffusion  of  medi- 
cal instruction — to  make  the  vast  field  there  afforded  of  the  highest  value  to 
the  young  beginner — to  serve  the  cause  of  science  in  the  abode  of  Charity, 
an  amount  of  labour,  and  zeal,  and  talent,  is  required,  which  demand  all  the 
encouragement  that  the  managers  have  it  in  their  power  to  bestow. 

Clinical  instruction  is  not  to  be  imparted  by  a careless  walk  through  the 
wards.  The  pupil  must  be  regularly  taught  to  examine  and  distinguish 
disease  for  himself — to  apply  the  necessary  means  of  cure — to  set  the  fracture, 
to  dress  the  sore,  and  perform  the  minor  operations,  with  his  own  hands — 
to  watch,  under  close  superintendence  the  effects  of  remedies — the  knife  of 
the  operator,  and  to  inspect  the  traces  which  nature,  in  disease,  has  left 
upon  the  human  frame.  TliCse  are  matters  which  no  routine,  or  hurried,  or 
superficial  attendance  is  calculated  to  realize  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  the  most 
patient,  assiduous,  vigilant,  zealous,  and  unceasing  labour  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher,  and  the  most  rigid  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  pupil,  are  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  develope  the  educational  resources  of  an  Hospital.  It 
will  not  be  thought  that  we  attach  too  much  importance  to  this  subject,  when 
it  is  remembered,  that,  after  all — after  the  most  elaborate  teaching  which  the 
systematic  schools  and  colleges  can  supply — the  student  must,  at  last,  sit 
down  at  the  bedside  of  disease,  and,  in  all  humility,  inquire  of  nature  herself 
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as  to  her  secret  workings.  After  all,  lie  must  appeal  to  her  decision  in  every 
case  of  difficulty ; and,  frequently,  he  ’svill  experience  the  sad  truth  that  man 
is  often  fonder  of  proving  his  own  fancies,  than  humbly  recording  the 
simple  answers  of  nature — the  touchstone  of  truth.  And  further,  when  we 
reflect  what  may  be  the  amount  of  happiness  or  misery  which  may  flow  from 
a right  or  a wrong  interpretation  of  her  physical  works,  as  they  are  displayed 
to  us  in  the  wards  of  an  hospital,  the  importance  of  extreme  care,  vigilance 
and  perseverance,  in  the  teaching  of  her  ways,  to  those  who  are  subsequently 
to  bring  these  teachings  to  the  test  of  practice,  cannot  be  too  strongly  en-’ 
forced.  We  maintain,  then,  that  the  governors  of  hospitals,  act  under  a 
peculiarly  high  responsibility,  which  can  only  be  satisfied  when  the  voice  of 
conscience  tells  them  that  they  have  afforded  every  possible  means  to  ensure 
the  end  referred  to, — that  they  have  given  every  possible  encouragement  to 
promote  it,  and  that  they  have  convinced  themselves  that  such  end  is,  in 
every  instance,  attained. 

Our  readers  will  pardon  us  for  here  diverging  a little  from  the  regular 
course  of  our  subject,  in  order  to  introduce  to  their  notice  the  claims  of  a 
I most  excellent  association,  which  was  founded  at  this  time, 
j It  happened,  at  the  close  of  this  epoch,  that  a stranger,  a native  of  Edin- 
burgh, visited  this  town,  on  matters  of  business.  Dysentery  and  fever  were 
abroad ; an  unprecedented  depression  sunk  deeply  on  almost  every  extensive 
branch  of  trade  and  manufactures  ; famine  visited  the  abode  of  the  labourer, 
and  destitution  and  disease  went  hand  in  hand  together.  This  stranger 
possessed  a heart  susceptible  of  the  tenderest  feelings,  and  the  cry  of  distress 
sounded  imploringly  on  his  ear.  He  determined  to  visit  the  abodes  of  that 
misery,  to  sec  for  himself  how  the  masses  existed.  The  narrative  of  his  in- 
spections, were  it  told  in  all  its  integrity,  would  be  incredible  to  the  ordi- 
nary reader.  They  lived  and  died  in  penury,  in  sickness,  in  wretchedness, 
and  woe,  unpitied — nay,  unknown.  His  feelings  were  powerfully  impressed; 
and,  though  only  on  a visit,  he  found  it  impossible  to  withdraw  himself  from 
those  appalling  scenes  without  an  effort,  however  feeble,  for  their  amelio- 
ration. He  could  not  leave  without  devising  means  to  reach  those  crea- 
tures of  misery,  and  bring  them  sympathy  and  relief.  He  immediately 
communicated  with  a friend,  and  poured  out  his  soul  before  him.  A 

flame  of  charity  burned  brightly  Avithin  them.  The  idea  of  sending  out 
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ministering  angels  among  these  forsaken  victims^  sprung  from  the  conference^ 
and  the 

“ Society  for  the  Relief  of  the  Destitute  Sick,”' 

was  the  memorable  result.  The  name  of  the  stranger  was  Mr.  Spalding — that 
of  his  friend,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edgar.  Only  six  years  elapsed  until  death  re- 
moved its  benevolent  founder.  He  sowed  the  seed,  however,  in  good  soil. 

lie  that  laid  the  foundation  stone  has  gone  to  his  reward,  but  his  work 
still  lived  : the  principle  of  benevolence  on  which  it  was  based  made  it 
1 immortal ; the  benefits  which  it  conferred  stretched  into  eternity.” 
j Such  was  the  beginning  of  this  excellent  Society.  It  was  founded  in  love 
I and  the  purest  charity,  and,  though  comparatively  overlooked  amidst  the  en- 
! grossing  pm’suits  of  a worldly  age,  this  small  and  impretending  Union  has 
silently  done  its  work  of  benovelence,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city,  unnoticed, 
scarcely  known.  Its  machinery  is  simple  ; its  objects  being  canned  out  by  a 
visiting  committee  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  ; yet  its  collective  operations 
have  now  an  imposing  magnitude,  and  include,  since  its  formation,  the  relief 
of  17,859  cases  of  distress,  at  the  comparatively  small  cost  of  £G,323  IGs.  9cZ. 
For  its  practical  management,  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  commendation 
is  especially  due  to  the  lady  visitants.  Regardless  of  trouble,  difficulties,  and 
even  dangers,  these  fair  messengers  of  mercy  seek  out  the  deserving  sufferers 
I in  their  miserable  hovels — speak  the  healing  Avords  of  comfort — hand  the  cup 
i of  nourishment  to  the  weary  convalescent,  or  smooth  the  pillow  of  the  bed  of 
death.  These  are  offices  Avhieh  the  purest  philanthropy  alone  could  sug- 
gest— the  true  exemplification  of  Him  avIio  “went  about  continually  doing 
good and  of  that  true  religion,  which  enjoins  us  to  “ visit  the  fatherless 
and  the  Avidow  in  their  affliction.” 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 


a © s '3, 


Feb. 


Royal  Botanic  Garden  formed. 

Fisherwick-place  Presbyterian  Meeting- 
house erected  ; cost  about  £0,000. 

The  Guardian  issued. 

20  Died,  John  Crawford,  Esq.,  of  Crawfords- 
burn,  in  his  84th  year ; a Magistrate, 
Grand  Juror,  and  highly  philanthropic 
gentleman. 


Oct. 

Oct. 


1 Chapel-lane  Dispensary  opened. 

16  Died,  William  Magee,  Esq.,  in  his  79th 
year.  Having  lived  in  Bridge-street, 
much  resi)ected,  for  above  half  a century, 
the  shops  in  that  street  were  all  closed 
on  the  day  of  his  funeral. 


2.  S 2 S , 


May 


Sir  Stephen  May,  Sovereign. 

May-street  Presbyterian  Meeting-house 
opened. 

Debtors  first  sent  to  the  County  gaol. 

9 Died,  at  his  residence,  Greenmouut,  John 
Bell,  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
one  of  the  most  e.xtensive  cotton  spinners 
in  Ireland. 


July 

July 


Nov. 


4 Died,  .John  Campbell,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

ID  Died,  Rev.  W.  D.  H.  M‘Eweu,  aged  41. 
The  sliops  were  closed  through  whicii 
the  procession  passed,  and  every  solem- 
nity marked  his  immense  funeral. 

25  Died,  Thos.  MacCabe,Esq.,  IM.D.,  aged  37, 
Physician  to  the  Fever  Hospital. 


Lunatic  Asylmu  erected,  at  a cost  of 
£30,000. 

Donegall -street  National  School,  founded  by 
the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Crolly,  R.  C.  Bishop 
of  Down  and  Connor. 


2.  S g ® , 

April 


May 


18  A most  valuable  service  of  plate  presented 
to  James  M‘Donnell,  iM.D.,by  the  prin- 
cipal nobility  and  gently  of  Belfast  and 
its  vicinity. 

9 Died,  John  Young,  L.L.D.,  Professor  of 
Moral  Philosophy  in  the  Belfast  College, 
from  1815. 


2,  © © 


April 


Savings  Bank  built,  at  a cost  of  £1,400. 

The  machine-spinning  of  linen  yarn  intro- 
duced by  Messrs.  Mulholland. 

The  Lying-In-Hospital,  Antrim  Road, 
erected,  at  a cost  of  £1,200. 

8 Died,  Cunningham  Gregg,  Esq.,  at  Bally- 
menoch.  County  Down,  in  his  C8th  year. 


May  4 Foundation  stone  laid  of  the  Natural  His- 
toiy  Museum,  College-square. 

May  24  Died,  W.  Napier,  Esq.,  aged  75  ; an  inhabi- 
tant of  Belfast  for  upwai-ds  of  half  a 
century. 

Deo.  9 Died,  Isaac  Harrison,  Esq.,  merchant,  aged 
70. 


since  the  adoption  of  the  plan  of  clinical  instruction,  to  which 
t we  have  drawn  attention  in  the  preceding  chapter,  the  idea  of  the 
foundation  of  a Medical  School,  in  connexion  with  the  Academical  Institu- 
tion, continued  to  grow  more  and  more  in  favour,  both  amongst  the  profes- 
sion and  the  friends  of  the  Hospital. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1829,  a conference  was  held,  composed  of  the 
Committee,  the  entire  Medical  Staff,  and  a deputation  from  the  Institution, 
to  take  this  matter  into  consideration.  The  subject  was  further  specially 
considered  by  the  Medical  Attendants,  whose  report  formed  the  object  of  a 
special  meeting  of  Committee,  held  29th  November,  James  Campbell,  Esq., 
ill  the  chair.  On  this  occasion,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  “ That  this 
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Committee  fully  concur  in  the  expediency  of  the  establishment  of  a Medical 
School,  and  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  Joint  Boards  of  the  Institution 
in  any  measure  for  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  an  object,  that  may  be 
consistent  with  the  Avelfare  and  interests  of  the  Hospital.”  So  far,  then,  the 
Hospital  authorities  did  what  they  could  to  forward  the  movements,  and 
M hatever  obstacles  delayed  the  regular  establishment  of  the  School  for  some 
five  years  after,  cannot  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  Committee,  or  of  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Charity.  For  some  years,  courses  of  Lectures  on  Anatomy 
and  Chemistry  had  been  regularly  delivered,  the  former  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Drummond, 

V.  ho  was  elected  Professor  for  life.  These  were,  it  is  true,  of  a popular  cast; 
and  students  not  destined  for  the  profession  formed  the  majority  of  the  classes. 

The  number  of  medical  pupils  in  attendance  was  observed,  however,  to  in- 
crease, and  this  circumstance  formed  the  chief  claim  on  which  Dr.  Drum- 
mond rested  his  appeal  to  the  Boards.  These  two  classes  were,  of  course, 
insufficient ; others  were  wanting  to  form  what  could  properly  be  called 
a Medical  School.  These  were  not  established  for  some  years  after- 
wards, and  then,  chiefly  on  the  proposal  of  a number  of  Medical  Atten- 
dants of  the  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  who  first  framed  a systematic  plan  of  a 
complete  medical  course  of  instruction,  and  agreed  to  initiate  the  necessary 
lectures,  for  a time,  without  other  aid  than  that  derived  from  the  fees  of  the 
students.  They  submitted  this  proposal,  in  all  due  form,  to  the  Joint  Boards 
of  Managers  and  Visitors,  who,  though  not  immediately  desirous  of  acceding 
to  their  wishes,  gave  them  a pledge  that  the  formation  of  a complete  Medical 
School  would  be  forthwith  entered  upon.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the 
4th  August,  1835,  that  the  establishment  of  a medical  department  in  the 
Loyal  Belfast  Academical  Institution  was  regularly  adopted  at  the  Joint  | 
Boards.  The  chairs  of  Anatomy,  Theory  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Practice  of  j 
Physic,  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  Midwifery  and  Botany, 
were  occupied  in  November  of  that  year. 

The  professors  were  at  first  dependent  on  the  fees  of  their  students,  but 
afterwards  small  salaries  were  affixed,  in  addition.  They  were  to  hold  office 
five  years  from  the  date  of  their  appointment ; this  period  to  be  extended  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Board.  A special  rule,  however,  was  made  to  meet  the 
case  of  Dr.  Drummond,  who,  in  consequence  of  his  having  been  some  time 
previously  elected  Professor  of  Anatomy  for  life,  and  being  actually  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties,  and  in  the  receipt  of  a salary  as  such,  was  con- 
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tinned  a life  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  without  election,  and  the  rules 
of  the  Board  respecting  term  of  services  and  emoluments  were  suspended 
in  his  case.  The  School  thus  opened  under  the  direction  of  the  following 
professors,  viz.  ; — 


Dr.  J.  L.  Drummond, 
Dr.  Andrews, 

Dr.  J olm  M'Donnell, 
Dr.  Little, 

Dr.  Marshall, 


Original  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiologj-. 
Professor  of  Chemistry. 

Professor  of  Surgeiy. 

Professor  of  Midwifery. 

Professor  of  Materia  Mediea  and  Pharmacy. 


In  1836,  Dr.  William  Mateer  was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Botany, 
and  Dr.  M‘Cormac  to  the  chair  of  the  Practice  of  Physic;  and  in  1840, 
Dr.  Hurst  commenced  a course  of  Lectures  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
The  chair  of  Surgery  "svas  occupied  successively  by  Dr.  Thomas  Ferrar, 
ajipointed  in  1836;  Dr.  Coffey,  1837  ; and  Dr.  Gordon,  in  1847.  In 
1840,  Dr.  Burden  was  chosen  to  occupy  the  Midmfery  chair,  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  Dr.  Little.  These  Professors  conducted  their  different 
departments  with  much  success  till  the  year  1849,  when  the  school  itself 
was  dissolved,  to  be  replaced  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Queen’s  College. 
Drs.  Andrews,  Burden,  and  Gordon,  were  re-appointed  under  the  new  ar- 
rangements. 

Although  the  former  school  was  continued  under  great  disadvantages, 
it  is  gratifying  to  record  the  fact,  that  it  occasionally  attracted  as  many 
as  60  or  70  pupils,  and  that  it  steadily  advanced,  during  its  progress,  in 
public  estimation.  Its  vigour,  indeed,  formed  a striking  contrast  to  the  stunted 
growth  of  the  Southern  Provincial  School;  and  now,  with  increased  resources 
and  new  auspices,  it  continues  to  take  the  lead  in  the  Provincial  Colleges  ; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  will  ultimately  fully  realize  the  expectations  of  its 
most  ardent  friends. 

It  must  not  be  overlooked,  that  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  its  early  pros- 
perity is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  recognition  then  given  of  the  attendance  of 
pupils  on  the  practice  of  the  Hospital,  by  the  different  examining  Medical 
Boards,  whereby  the  student  was  enabled  to  make  up  one  or  more  years  of 
his  curriculum  in  this  town  ; but,  independent  of  this  recognition,  the  very 
existence  of  the  Hospital  in  connexion  with  the  Medical  School,  must  have 
had,  more  or  less,  considerable  influence  in  attracting  pupils.  The  Hospital 
must  be  admitted  to  be  the  very  life  of  a Medical  School ; Avithout  incorpo- 
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ration  with  which,  no  college,  however  inherently  distinguished,  can  ever 
hope  to  flourish  as  a seat  of  medical  instruction ; and  we  cannot  consider 
it  as  otherwise  than  an  oversight  in  the  establishment  of  the  Queen’s  Colleges 
that  medical  interests  had  not  been  better  attended  to,  and  especially  the 
principle  of  associating  clinical  with  theoretic  instruction. 


MOST  important  event  in  the  Medical  History  of  Belfast,  is  the 
founding,  about  this  time,  of -the  District  Hospital,  for  the  treatment 
of  the  Lisane.  In  November,  1825,  we  find  that  a deputation  from  the 
Committee  was  appointed  to  co-operate  with  the  Committees  of  the  Chari- 
i table  Society  and  House  of  Industry,  to  act  in  the  most  effective  manner  to 
induce  the  government — then  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  1st  and  2nd 
Georo-e  IV. — to  fix  on  Belfast  as  the  most  proper  site  for  the  new  Lunatic 

i ^ 

Asylum.  Previously  to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the  only  provision  for  the 
lunatic  poor  of  Ireland  was  one  asylum  in  Dublin,  and  one  in  Coik,  and 
such  support  as  Grand  Juries  were  enabled  to  grant  to  any  asylum  connected 
with  a House  of  Industry,  by  means  of  the  46th  George  III.,  and  the  aid 
i granted  by  the  57th  George  HI., c.  56,  which  latter  maybe  considered  the  first 
Act  for  estabUsMng  Lunatic  Asylums.  These,  however,  were  very  inefiicient 
for  the  purpose ",  and,  hence,  the  enactment,  first  mentioned,  which  makes 
ample  provision  for  every  lunatic  pauper  in  Ireland.  It  empowers  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  order  the  erection  of  any  number  of  necessaiy  asylums  in  the 
different  Districts  : the  funds  to  be  provided,  in  all  cases,  by  the  Grand  J uries 
of  the  Counties  within  their  Districts.  The  Board  of  Management,  and  the 
! principal  Officers,  are  in  his  immediate  appointment ; as  also  a General 
I Board  of  Control,  who  conduct  the  superintendence  of  the  asylums  at  large, 
i and  initiate  new  ones.  Further  legislation  has  provided  for  the  due  inspec- 
I tion  of  their  discipline,  management,  and  internal  economy. 

I Whether  or  not  the  efforts  of  the  joint  committees  above  alluded  to  had 
i any  influence  in  directing  the  site  of  the  Belfast  Asylum,  we  cannot  now  say. 

i Certain  it  is,  it  was  considered  an  eligible  situation,  and  accordingly  the  ne- 

I cessary  buildings  were  raised,  and  the  Hospital  opened  for  the  admission  ol 


f0v‘  fiT(! 


1827-30. 


DISTRICT  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


91 


patients  on  the  20th  May,  1829.  On  the  same  date,  was  held  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Local  Board  of  Governors,  which  was  attended  by  the  follow- 
ing members,  all  of. whom  are  now  dead,  except  the  Rev.  Thomas  D.  i 

Uincks,  LL.D.,  viz. : — 

I 

j 

I The  INIaequis  of  Doxegall  in  the  Chair. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Sacrix,  Lord  Bishop  of  Dromore. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Maxt,  Lord  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor. 

Rev.  A.  C.  Macartney,  Vicar  of  Belfast. 

Rev.  Thomas  D.  Hincks,  Curate  of  Belfast. 

; William  Clarke,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Belfast. 

j Joseph  Stevenson,  Esq.,  Springfield.  i 

I John  Supeern,  Esq.,  Belfast.  | 

t 1 

I Mr.  Cuming  was  the  first  superintendent.  lie  resigned  in  1835,  and  was  j 
I then  succeeded  by  the  present  Resident  Physician, 'Dr.  Robert  Stewart. 

I Dr.  James  M‘Donnell  was  the  first  Visiting  Physician  ; in  consequence  of 
' ill  health  he  resigned  in  February,  1837.  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson  was  then  ap- 
pointed to  the  vacancy,  and  held  office  till  his  death  in  1849,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  Visiting  Physician,  Dr.  M'Cormac.  The  duties  of  | 
Surgeon  and  Apothecary  were  performed,  at  the  opening  of  the  Hospital  up 
till  1836,  by  Messrs.  M‘Burney  and  Mulholland;  then,  tiU  1839,  by  Sur- 
geon Wales,  and  since  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Mulholland. 

This  Asylum  was  at  first  calculated  to  hold  about  100  patients,  but  from 
additions  which  have  been  made,  from  time  to  time,  the  average  number  of 
inmates  of  the  Plospital  has  risen  to  nearly  300.  All  cases,  of  the  various 
forms  of  insanity  and  epilepsy  are  admissible,  when  certified  for  as  being 
dangerous,  and  an  affidavit  made,  that  there  are  not  means  to  meet  the 
expense  of  a private  asylum. 

The  progress  of  this  institution  has  been  particularly  gratifying  in  several  ' 
I points  of  view,  independent  of  the  general  management,  which  has  been 
I always  admirable,  even  in  its  details. 

I We  have  great  gratification  in  knowing  that  it  Avas  here  the  first  move- 
ment Avas  made  on  the  subject  of  separate  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylums.  It 
I AAms  commenced  on  the  occasion  of  the  admission  of  that  notorious  parricide, 
j John  Lynn,  aaJio,  in  the  autumn  of  1832,  committed  the  uaaTuI  deed,  Avas 
j tried  at  the  March  assizes,  1833,  and  having  been  acquitted  on  the  plea  of 
i insanity,  was  shortly  afterwards  admitted  into  this  Asylum.  His  insanity 
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having  been  here  proved  to  be  groundless,  he  was  again  removed  to  gaol, 
but  afterwards  returned  to  the  Asylum,  from  which  he  escaped  in  1835. 
He  was  re-taken  in  August,  1836,  tried  in  1838,  for  a gaol  conspiracy, 
and  sentenced  to  seven  years’  transj)ortation.  Stimulated  by  the  circum- 
stances of  this  and  similar  subsequent  cases,  the  governors,  year  after  year, 
carried  on  the  agitation,  in  order  to  prevail  upon  the  government  to  provide 
for  criminal  lunatics,  and  at  last  had  the  happiness  of  seeing  the  evil  remedied 
by  the  passing  of  a special  Act  (the  8th  and  9th  Victoria,  1845),  for  the 
establishment  of  a central  Asylum  for  insane  persons  charged  Math  offences 
in  Ireland.  This  important  measure,  thus  consummated,  after  a struggle  of 
t-svelve  years,  has  been  of  the  greatest  consequence,  not  only  in  affording 
additional  accommodation  for  proper  and  curable  cases  in  the  District  Asy- 
lums, but  has  facilitated  recovery  in  both  instances. 

Another  important  feature  connected  Math  this  Asylum,  is  the  carrying 
out,  from  its  commencement,  the  principle  of  non-restraint,  by  which  Mm 
mean,  not  that  there  is  an  entire  omission  of  any  means  of  restraining 
the  violent  and  dangerously-inclined,  but  that  this,  wdien  necessary,  is  ap- 
plied in  such  a manner  as  to  give  the  least  possible  inconvenience  ; and 
that  the  general  treatment,  that  is,  of  98  or  99  per  cent.,  is  conducted 
by  moral  means — by  constant  occupation,  by  considerate  kindness,  by  the 
most  punctual  regularity,  and  the  most  vigilant  attention.  On  this  subject, 
the  reports  of  the  Resident  Physician,  for  1840  and  1841,  are  particularly 
satisfactory ; and  as  it  may  be  interesting  to  the  reader  to  know  the  opinion 
of  one,  in  every  way,  so  experienced  as  Dr.  Stewart,  on  this  formerly 
much-disputed  question,  we  take  the  liberty  of  making  the  following  quo- 
tation : — 

“ It  may  with  truth  be  affirmed,  that  non-restraint  is  the  rule,  and  restraint  the  excep- 
tion, in  this  establishment ; but  it  would  be  want  of  candour  to  state,  that  the  former  could 
he  practised,  or  is  practised,  every  day  in  the  year,  vuth  every  case  in  the  house ; no,  it 
would  be  folly  in  the  extreme  to  say  so ; and  in  those  reports  which  have  emanated  from 
total  abolition  Asylums,  something  in  the  shape  of  mechanical  restraint  is  still,  even  in  them 
or,  at  least,  some  of  them,  found  unavoidable,  though,  at  the  same  time,  the  impression  is 
endeavoured  to  be  made,  that  nothing  whatever  of  the  kind  is  used.  It  would  be  much 
more  creditable,  at  once  to  admit,  that  a mild  form  of  correction,  with  vicious  and  unruly 
inmates,  was  called  into  operation,  instead  of  thus  playing  upon  terms  ; and  honestly  to 
avow  that  judicious  restraint  will  not  unfrequently  he  found  a most  powerful  engine  in 
the  moral  treatment  of  insanity  ; and  farther,  that  cases  do  occasional!}"  occur,  in  which 
it  is  impossible  to  dispense  with  it,  without  exposing  the  patient  to  imminent  danger.” 
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A subject  of  great  moment  in  the  management  of  hospitals  for  the  in- 
sane, is  the  necessity  for  Resident  Medical  Superintendents.  Formerly  it 
was  the  custom  for  governors  of  asylums  to  be  very  generally  selected  from 
non-professional  persons.  The  change  in  the  system  of  supplying  this  situ- 
ation, we  believe,  first  took  place  in  Belfast,  on  the  appointment  of  the 
present  resident,  in  1835,  which  has  been  followed  up  in  other  places  by 
similar  appointments.  It  seems  strange,  at  the  present  day,  that  the  idea 
of  placing  the  daily  and  houidy  treatment  of  the  insane,  in  many  instances 
labouring  under  disease,  under  the  direction  of  a lay  manager,  should  ever 
have  been  adopted,  not  to  say  acted  upon ; for  it  is  useless  to  argue,  that 
however  satisfactory  it  is  for  these  asylums  to  have  the  advantage  of  the 
advice  and  care  of  a visiting  physician,  that  his  visits  will  compensate  for  that 
ever- vigilant  and  minute  attention,  which  the  insane  so  peculiarly ’require, 
and  a highly  educated  professional  man  only  can  give. 

In  closing  this  short  notice  of  a deeply  interesting  Institution,  on  which, 
we  regret,  our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  expatiate,  we  feel  constrained  to 
express  a hope,  that  these  establishments  may  be  made,  to  some  extent,  to  con- 
tribute to  the  improvement  of  Medical  Science.  There  are  many  dark  and 
mysterious  points  in  connexion  Avith  cerebral  physiology  and  psychology, 
which  we  can  only  expect  to  be  elucidated  by  the  labours  of  some  attentive 
student  in  the  wards  of  the  insane.  The  subject  is  of  deep  interest,  not 
merely  to  the  physician,  but  to  the  philosopher  and  the  teacher  of  youtli ; 
and  its  study,  it  is  not  too  much  to  anticipate,  may  be  instrumental  in  yet 
unfolding  that  hidden  bond  which  connects  mind  Avith  matter — the  body 
with  the  soul. 

Amongst  the  elections  of  Medical  Attendants,  at  this  time,  we  particu- 
larly notice  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Macabe,  on  the  11th  of  May,  1828. 
He  had  been  two  years  previously  a member  of  the  Medical  Society,  and 
had  noAV  but  just  entered  upon  his  Hospital  duties,  Avhen  the  hand  of 
death  arrested  him  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness.  A number  of  neAV  names 
Ave  might  here  record,  as  having  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  Districts  and 
the  Hospital,  but  Ave  deem  it  more  convenient  to  refer  the  reader  to  the 
Appendix  for  their  enumeration,  and  all  subsequent  appointments. 

In  addition  to  the  subjects  mentioned,  which  engaged  the  attention  of  the 

Committee,  Ave  may  here  merely  mention,  that  they  entered  into  a careful  in- 
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vestigation  on  tlie  dietary  of  the  Hospital,  and  on  the  laws  relating  to  the 
election  of  the  Medical  Attendants.  They  also  effected  an  arrangement  for 
the  attendance  of  a Dispensary  Physician  and  Surgeon  at  the  Hospital,  at 
certain  times,  to  prescribe  for  such  Dispensary  patients  as  might  attend. 
Dr.  M‘Mechan  and  Surgeon  W ales  were  the  first  to  undertake  this  duty, 
which  they  discharged  most  efficiently  for  several  years. 

The  meetings  of  Committee,  which  had  been  hitherto  held  on  the  Sab- 
bath, were,  in  1830,  changed  to  Saturday,  for  the  future. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1827,  an  Auxiliary  Medical  Charity  was  instituted, 
for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  children,  and  diseases  of  the  eye,  and  for 
giving  advice  to  such  patients  as  were  able  to  purchase  medicine  only. 
This  Dispensary  was  located  in  Chapel-lane,  and  was  supported,  in  the  first 
instance,  by  voluntary  contributions.  It  appears  to  have  been  originated  prin- 
cipally by  Dr.'W’m.  Duncan,  wdth  whom  Mr.  Jas.  Campbell  acted  as  Surgeon. 
A county  grant,  and  a portiou  of  the  judicial  fines  of  the  petty  court,  were 
afterwmrds  secured  to  it.  It  continued  in  flourishing  existence  till  1839, 
when,  although  the  number  of  patients  was  never  previously  so  large — 
amounting  to  9,649 — the  failure  of  funds  necessitated  its  close.  Dr.  Duncan 
and  Dr.  Henry  Purdon,  attended  till  1835,  when  they  were  succeeded  by 
Dr.  Wm.  Johnson,  whom  Dr.  Maffet  joined  in  1836.  Dr.  M‘Calden  attended 
in  1837,  and  Dr.  R.  Boyce  the  following  years,  till  its  dissolution.  In  the 
space  of  rather  more  than  eleven  years,  we  find  that  this  Charity  supplied 
medicine  and  advice  to  74,228  patients  ; and  lest  our  readers  might  think  this 
figure  an  exaggeration,  we  shall  state  that  no  patient’s  name  was  entered 
oftener  than  once,  although  frequently  treated  for  several  diseases  in  that 
time.  The  practice  was  attended,  for  several  years,  by  medical  students ; 
and,  there  is  no  doubt,  it  contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  relieve  the  regular 
Dispensary  Attendants  of  much  of  their  (at  that  time)  unremunerated 
labours. 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 

assn. 


New  Harbour  Corporation  formed. 

School  for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  opened,  Douegall-street. 

St.  Anne’s  Church  Schools  opened. 
Population,  53,737' ; houses,  8,710. 


Third  Presbyterian  Meeting-house  rebuilt, 
at  an  outlay  of  £10,000. 

10  ALyiiig-in  Dispensary  opened  in  William- 
street. 

1C  Died,  John  Sloan,  Esq. 


May 

June 


a s © 


— May’s  Bridge  completed  over  the  Lagan. 

— The  boimty  on  the  exportation  of  linen 
discontinued. 

— Died,  at  Cookstown,  of  cholera,  Thomas 
Akenhead,  Esq.,  a citizen  of  Belfast. 

Feb.  Committee  and  subscribers  of  the  Hospi- 
tal meet  to  concert  measures  for  check- 
ing the  Asiatic  cholera,  should  it  reach 
the  town. 


Feb.  14  Town  meeting  for  the  same  purjiose. 

Feb.  29  Cholera  first  appears  in  Quay-lane. 
April  22  Died,  Charles  Lepper,  Esq.,  Laurel  Lodge. 
July  20  Died,  William  Tennent,  Esq.,  banker,  of 
cholera. 

July  20  Died,  E.  Haughton,  Esq.,  of  cholera. 


US©©. 


— R.  C . Diocesan  Seminarj^  opened,  Donegall- 
streei. 

Jan.  13  Died,  S.  M.  Stephenson,' M.D. 

March  3 Died,  John  S.  Ferguson,  Esq.,  aged  72. 
March  17  Died,  at  Isle  of  Man,  John  Ilurden,  Esq., 
late  of  the  Falls. 


June  2 Died,  at  Clarence-place,  Arthur  Crattford, 
Esq.,  in  his  85th  year. 

July  Christ  Church  completed. 

Aug.  C Rev.  William  Mulligan,  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics in  Belfast  College,  was  drowned 
at  Loughbrickland. 


31  S © -S  . 


— Chapel  of  Ease  Daily  School  opened. 

— The  Government  Grant  to  the  Academical 
Institution  increased  to  £3,500. 

Feb.  9 Died,  at  Locust  Lodge,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  John  Montgomery,  Esq. 

April  1 Died,  at  Greenock,  Jolm  M’Cracken,  Esq., 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  extensive 
cotton-spinners  in  Ireland. 

May  21  Died,  Dr.  B.  Murray,  Surgeon,  aged  35. 


Juno  27  Services  'of  plate  presented  to  Drs.  M‘- 
Cormac  and  Kidley,  for  their  zeal  and 
efficiency  during  the  cholera. 

July  30  Died,  Robert  Delap,  Esq.,  in  his  79th  year. 

Dec.  13  Died,  in  London,  Robert  Stevenson,  Esq., 
aged  49. 

Dec.  24  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson  presented  with  a gold 
snuff-box,  by  thirty-five  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  in  testimony  of  their  admira- 
tion and  esteem. 


year  1831  is  memorable  for  tlie  occurrence  of  the  most  exten- 
sive  epidemic  of  fever  since  the  year  1817.  It  reached  its  acme  in 
the  month  of  June  ; and  up-wards  of  1,200  patients  were  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  during  its  continuance— about  a period  of  18  months.  The  malady, 
however,  in  no  wise  differed  from  that  of  ordinary  years,  and  therefore  calls 
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for  little  remark ; and  it  Avas  met  in  the  same  manner  as  that  adopted  in 
previous  epidemics. 

Just  when  the  disease  was  at  its  height,  there  arose  another  epidemic 
with  peculiar  characters — we  mean  the  influenza,  or  epidemic  catarrh 
— -an  affection  principally  of  the  respiratory  passagesyAvhich  had  repeatedly  , 
travei*sed  different  parts  of  Europe,  and  presented  features  readily  distin- 
guishable. It  may  be  considered  the  most  perfect  example  we  know,  of  a 
pure  epidemic ; that  is,  a disease  which  fastens  simultaneously  on  large  masses  i 
of  people,  over  an  extensive  tract  of  country;  attacking  its  victims  with- 
out warning,  and  prostrating  at  once  the  aged  and  the  young.  Its  phenomena 
and  history  lead  the  mind  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  agency  in  its  propa-  I 

gation  must  be  atmospheric,  of  the  nature  of  which  it  is  not  given  us  to  knoAv  ; | 

and  that  this  was  really  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  may  be  corroborated  | 
by  the  event  which  followed. 

These  incidents  in  the  history  of  this  period  were,  it  would  appear,  but  the 
prelude  to  an  overwhelming  calamity,  which  the  following  year  was  destined 
to  usher  in.  Though  seldom  a decade  of  years  ever  elapsed  without  bring- 
ing an  epidemic  of  some  description  in  its  train,  yet,  for  nearly  two  centu- 
ries, none  had  been  so  apalling  in  its  rapidity  or  fatality,  as  to  inspire  horror 
or  produce  despair.  The  giant  pestilences  of  former  days  were  deemed  but 
the  Imagery  of  history,  and  never  again  likely  to  be  realized  ; and  a feeling 
of  security — of  immunity,  from  the  fearful  times  of  the  black  death  and  the  I 
plague  prevailed. 

I In  the  autumn  of  1830,  intelligence  reached  these  shores,  that  the 
1 Asiatic  Cholera  had  crossed  the  Kussian  frontier,  and  was  steadily  marching 

in  a westward  direction.  Even  then,  and  when  this  news  was  confirmed  by 
subsequent  accounts  of  its  appearance  in  Poland,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  the 
public  mind  in  these  countries  was  scarcely  roused  to  any  degree  of  cxcite- 
! ment.  The  death-Avinged  enemy  came,  hoAvever,  marching  on,  still  Avcst- 

Avard;  and  in  the  month  of  May,  1831,  it  had  reached  the  cities  of  Eiga  and 
j Dantzig,  and  soon  afterAvards  the  chief  cities  of  Europe.  As  the  accounts 

j of  its  steady  advance  arrived,  day  by  day,  heightened  also  with  reminis- 

! cences  of  its  onslaught  in  India,  in  1817,  and  subsequent  years,  an  anxious  | 

j concern,  at  length,  began  to  be  felt  for  the  safety  of  these  realms.  The  ; 

j general  cry  was — “ It  comes  1 — it  comes!”  | 

The  interest  in  the  Cholera  ncAvs-columns  now  fearfully  increased,  and  j 
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when,  at  length,  in  the  month  of  October,  the  enemy  suddenly  appeared  at  | 

Sunderland,  a sense  of  impending  danger  sank  into  every  heart.  In  a very  j 

few  months  it  spread  rapidly  over  different  parts,  both  north  and  south,  of  ' 
Great  Britain;  and  on  the  29th  of  February,  1832,  the  first  case  in  this  i 
tOAvn  appeared.  I 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  England,  the  authorities  in  London  imme-  ! 
diately  set  about  bringing  into  operation,  on  the  most  extensive  scale,  the 
different  means  of  prevention  then  supposed  to  be  most  effectual.  The  laws 
of  quarantine  were  rigidly  enforced.  Boards  of  Health  were  created  wherever 
there  was  a single  case,  asylums  for  the  stricken  started  into  life,  and  sanitary 
measures  for  cleansing  towns  and  purifying  the  very  air  resorted  to,  Avith  im- 
jiatient  intrepidity.  Pi'intcd  instructions  for  the  regulation  of  diet  and  living, 
and  the  arrest  of  the  first  symptoms,  Avere  poured  forth  in  hundreds  of 
thousands,  and  the  medical  journals,  and  the  daily  press,  were  filled,  even  to 
satiety,  Avith  all  manner  of  news  touching  the  all-engrossing  topic  of  the  times. 
The  very  magnitude  of  these  Herculean  efforts  contributed  not  a little  to 
augment  the  general  excitement,  and  every  one  seemed  possessed  of  the 
truth  of,  at  least,  two  points,  viz : its  high  infectious  influence  and  its 
unprecedented  fatality. 

Under  circumstances  such  as  these,  did  the  first  case,  in  this  tOAvn,  arise. 

A Board  of  Health,  under  the  provisions  of  the  58th  Geo.  HI.,  had  been 
previously  appointed,  on  the  22nd  November.  This  body  endeavoured,  and 
Avith  great  success,  to  arouse  the  different  authorities  in  the  tOAAui,  Avith  a 
vicAv  to  set  everything  in  order,  and  to  strengthen  all  the  defences  in 
proper  time.  The  cleansing  of  the  streets  and  lanes  was  scrupulously  per- 
formed ; a general  inspection  of  the  localities  of  the  poor  Avas  instituted  ; and, 
so  coiiA’inced  was  the  Board  as  to  the  highly  infectious  nature  of  the  disease, 
that  steps  Avere  taken  to  isolate  any  case,  AAdiereA^er  it  might  occur,  on  the 
moment  of  its  discovery.  To  do  this  effectually  it  AAms  necessary  to  remoA*e 
the  sick,  at  once,  to  an  appropriate  building ; and,  where  one  of  a family 
Avould  be  attacked,  to  remove  the  others  to  a lazaretto.  There  being  no 
accommodation  to  meet  these  objects,  the  Committee  deemed  it  necessary  to 
call  a special  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  the  requisite  buildings. 

At  first,  the  hiring  of  houses  was  thought  of;  but,  this  not  being  deemed 
practicable,  a subsequent  meeting  strongly  approved  of  a special  erection,  for 
Cholera  patients.  This  meeting  was  held  on  the  1 4th  of  February.  UpAvards 
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of  £700  were  soon  raised;  and  the  Cholera  wards  were  immediately  after- 
wards raised,  on  a site,  at  the  rear  of  the  Fever  Hospital.  Accommodation 
was  thus  speedily  provided  for  upwards  of  50  patients;  and,  about  the  same 
time,  a large  building,  in  Lancaster-street,  was  rented,  to  he  used  for  the  j 

seclusion  of  persons  who  were  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  disease,  or  who  I 

laboured  under  doubtful  or  premonitory  symptoms.  In  addition,  two  houses  i 
were  taken  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  to  be  used  as  night-stations,  for  the 
supply  of  medicino  on  the  moment  of  attack,  and  the  keeping  of  palanquins  ; 
for  the  removal  of  patients  to  Hospital.  The  Hospital  was  placed  under  the  i 
charge  of  Dr.  Duncan,  in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  of  Dr.  M‘Cormac; 
and  the  inspection  of  the  different  districts  was  intrusted  to  the  different 
' Medical  Attendants. 

Thus  prepared — -and  we  believe  that  no  town  of  the  same  magnitude  in  | 
the  three  kingdoms  was  placed  in  more  effective  defence, — and  after  wait-  | 

: ing  for  fully  four  months,  the  first  case  at  length  made  its  appearance  in  I 

i Quay-Lane,  on  the  day  above-mentioned,  in  the  person  of  Bernard  Murtagh, 

i a cooper.  He  was  first  visited  by  Surgeon  iM‘Burney,  and  afterwards  by  a large  ! 

I number  of  other  practitioners.  The  case  was  one  of  complete  collapse.  He  | 

i died  in  about  nineteen  hours,  without  the  slightest  reaction.  No  trace  of  | 

; contagion  could  be  ascertained  in  its  origin.  Though  the  symptoms  at  this 
I time,  from  the  novelty  of  the  case,  were  deemed  by  the  majority  of  the  Me- 
; dical  attendants  only  highly  suspicious,  the  Board  of  Health  immediately  acted 
i upon  the  presumption  of  its  genuineness.  The  inmates  of  the  house  were 
1 placed  under  quarantine — all  ingress  or  egress  being  prevented  by  a guard 
i of  sworn  constables  ; the  bedding  of  the  sick  person  was  burnt — all  washing 
I articles  scoured,  and  the  house  thoroughly  cleansed,  fumigated,  and  white- 
i washed.  Notwithstanding  these  precautions,  the  Board  believed  that  all 
! the  cases  that  occurred  up  to  the  18th  of  Mai'ch — six  in  number,  were  , 

I traceable  to  this  source,  : 

j The  second  case  occurred  in  an  old,  frail  man,  named  M‘Nally,  who  was  j 

j seized  on  the  Gth  March,  and  died  in  20  horn's.  A third,  in  Johnny’s-entry,  | 

Talbot-street,  took  ill,  on  the  13th  of  March;  a fourth,  on  the  14lli,  and  ' 
i two  others  on  the  17th,  also  from  the  same  quarter.  Only  one  of  these  last, 

! out  of  the  whole  number,  recovered.  The  utmost  exertions  were  now  used 

by  the  Board  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and,  it  would  seem,  with 
success,  as  no  other  case  was  discovered  until  the  15th  of  April  following.  | 
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The  next  case  occurred  in  Orr’s-entiy,  off  High-street,  where  three  of  one 
family  shortly  died.  Another,  soon  afterwards,  in  George’s-place,  in  the 
person  of  a sailor,  avIio  had  arrived  from  Greenock  four  days  previously. 

The  next,  a woman,  resident  in  Coi’r’s-lane,  who  had  dressed  the  corpse  of 
the  latter,  was  seized  in  seven  days,  and  her  husband  in  ten  days  afterwards. 

The  latter  died  on  the  26th  of  April,  from  which,  till  the  14th  of  May,  no 
new  case  appeared.  On  this  day  a woman,  in  Quay-lane,  was  attacked, 
and  died ; and,  on  the  18th,  a soldier  of  the  29th  Regiment,  stationed  in  the 
town,  was  the  last  case  at  this  time.  The  Board,  in  their  report  of  these 
cases,  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  strongly  insisted  upon  the  contagious  nature 
of  the  disease,  and  rested  their  opinion  upon  the  presumed  unbroken  chain 
which  the  series  of  cases  presented,  and  upon  the  apparent  efficiency  of  the 
means  employed  to  check  its  extension.  It  would  be  inappropriate,  in  a j 
work  like  this,  to  occupy  its  columns,  devoted  to  historical  detail,  with  a 
controversy  on  the  nature  of  cholera  : but  Ave  may  be  justified  in  remarking, 
that  the  case  of  the  contagionists,  though  plausible  on  the  occasion  of  this  first 
out-break,  it  must  be  admitted,  received  but  little  Aveight  from  the  character 
of  the  succeeding  invasion,  Avhich,  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August 
especially,  SAvept  simultaneously  OAmr  different  parts  of  the  toAvn,  Avith  a 
rapidity  which  nothing  but  a general  cause  could  explain. 

A fcAY  general  points,  Avhich  distinguish  this  epidemic,  it  may  be  useful  to 
keep  in  remembrance.  Its  duration  extended  to  a period  of  forty-six  Aveeks, 
during  Avhich  there  were  tAVO  culminating  points  : one  in  the  month  of  March, 
and  the  second  in  J uly,  Avhich  dates,  it  is  Avorthy  of  notice,  corresponded  ex- 
actly to  the  thermometrical  maxima  of  the  year — a circumstance  which  aa’us 
recently  exactly  parallel,  on  the  return  of  the  epidemic  in  1849.  The  mor- 
tality Avas,  as  nearly  as  possible,  16  per  cent. — a proportion  AA-hich  contrasted 
most  favourably  Avith  the  returns  from  all  other  towns  of  similar  magnitude. 
The  form  of  the  malady  Avas,  for  the  most  part,  spasmodic  ; the  collapse  cases 
were  few,  and  the  opiate  and  a stringent  practice  generally  proAmd  successful; 

— nearly  ahvays  so  in  the  early  stage.  Dr.  Hawthorne,  avIio  was  about  this 
time  Physician  to  the  Charity,  was  a strong  advocate  of  this  practice;  and, 
while  acting  in  several  of  the  country  districts,  acquired  an  extraordinary 
reputation  for  its  bold  and  successful  employment.  The  Indian  mode  of 
treatment  Avas  also  adopted,  specially  by  Dr.  M‘Cormac,  AAuth  also  a large  ' 
share  of  success.  In  many  cases  copious  bleeding  Avas  resorted  to,  but  Avith 
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doubtful  benefit.  Other  remedial  agencies  were  used  by  different  practitioners ; 
and,  indeed,  when  we  take  the  rapid  mortality  of  the  disease  into  account,  it 
is  not  remarkable,  that  almost  every  remedy  reported  as  efficacious,  in  tlie 
hands  of  practitioners  elsewhere,  received  a trial  on  this  occasion. 

Now  that  we  can  calmly  examine  these  circumstances,  after  the  lapse  of  j 
twenty  years — a period  sufficiently  long  to  bury  all  envious  feeling  that  j 
might  have  once  existed  among  the  now  living  contemporaries  of  that  day — j 

we  can  afford  to  smile  (albeit  a grave  subject)  upon  the  amount  of  animosity 
and  ill-feeling  displayed  by  rival  advocates  of  different  modes  of  treatment ; — 
to  think  Avhat  fearful  denunciations,  what  effusions  of  spleen,  what  sallies  of 
sarcasm,  what  boastful  pretensions  were  thought  and  spoken — nay,  published 
to  the  world — when  it  is  now  universally  admitted,  being  based  on  incon- 
trovertible data,  that  the  most  opposite  lines  of  treatment  have  had  each  a 
partial  success,  but  not  one  complete.  No,  no ! — we  must  acknowledge  the 
truth,  however  humbling  it  may  be  to  the  boasted  intellect  of  the  present  era — 
there  is  no  cure,  no  specific,  for  the  confirmed  victim  of  Asiatic  cholera : 
yet  he  may  recover,  and  with  only  a cup  of  cold  water  to  quench  his  burning  j 

thirst.  I 

I 

Are  we,  then,  to  be  understood  that  medicine  or  medical  appliances  are 
useless  in  this  disease  ? Far  from  it.  Ere  the  malady  acquires  its  mature 
condition,  there  is  every  hope  that  promptitude  will  avail — this  stage  past,  the 
the  hope  is  past  likewise.  Death  then  claims  his  sixty,  eighty — ay,  at  times, 
his  hundred  per  cent.  Each  practitioner  may  have  his  own  favourite  plan, 
by  which  he  fondly  imagines  the  arrow  of  death  may  be  averted.  We  have 

I 

no  need,  therefore,  to  quarrel  with  our  brethren  for  assuming  their  own 
views,  so  long  as  there  is  no  orthodox  standard.  ; 

In  looking  over  the  list  of  localities  in  which  Cholera  occurred,  and 
comparing  it  with  the  favourite  regions  of  Fever,  we  are  struck  -with  the 
coincidence  of  the  prevailing  seats  of  both  maladies ; and  further,  we 
shall  observe,  that  these  localities  were  peculiarly  the  instances  of  sanitary 
neglect.  The  connexion  between  filth,  humidity,  bad  drainage,  over- 
crowding,— and  the  spread  of  both  fever  and  cholera,  is  proved  beyond  all 
doubt.  Whenever  and  wherever  the  former  conditions  arc  aggravated, 
exactly  in  a similar  proportion  will  you  have  an  increase  of  disease.  In 
fact,  as  Dr.  Southwood  Smith  well  remarks,  even  from  the  mere  inspection  of 
a map  of  the  drainage  of  any  locality,  we  can,  vfitli  surprising  accuracy,  state. 


THE  ASIATIC  CHOLERA 


101 


1831-34] 


a priori,  where  the  disease  is  to  he  found.  Facts  like  these  arc  pregnant 
with  important  meaning,  wliich  Town  Councils  and  Officers  of  Health 
would  do  well  to  study.  It  has  been  too  much  the  custom  for  Boards  of 
Health,  on  the  occasion  of  epidemics,  to  rely  solely,  or  in  a great  measure, 
upon  means  calculated  only  to  prevent  infection.  We  do  not  deny  that  in- 
fection is  a material  agent  in  the  propagation  of  fever,  for  example ; hut 
w'hat  is  it  that  promotes  or  determines  infection?  Is  it  not  the  atmospheric 
condition  which  surrounds  both  the  diseased  and  the  healthy,  and  which  acts 
as  a favourable  medium  for  the  dissemination  of  the  poison  ? There  cannot 
be  a question  as  to  the  efficacy  of  isolation ; but  it  is  almost  equalled  in  its 
present,  and  surpassed  in  its  future,  results  by  the  combined  effects  of  clean- 
liness and  ventilation. 


Continuing  our  history  of  this  epidemic,  we  find  that  the  disease  com- 
pletely subsided  in  December,  1832^  and,  on  the  IGth  of  this  month,  the 
Cholera  Hospital  was  closed.  For  ten  months  there  was  no  trace  of  the 
disease.  It  appeared  to  have  completely  gone ; and  all  the  measures  which 
were  at  first  so  energetically  put  in  operation,  gi’adually  subsided.  Cases, 
however,  were  still  occurring  in  the  country  districts ; and  the  more  acute  and 
cautious  were  by  no  means  satisfied  that  the  disease  had  spent  itself.  Their 
suspicions  were  indeed  realised ; for,  on  the  29th  of  September,  1833,  afresh 
case  was  reported  to  the  Committee;  and  early  in  1834,  the  Cholera  Hos- 
pital was  re-opened,  under  the  charge  of  its  former  Attendant,  Dr.  M‘Cormac. 
The  disease  again  abated  and  disappeared,  but  returned  on  the  14th  Oc- 
tober ; and  tliough  the  cases  now  appear  to  have  been  fcAV — apparently  only 
the  straggling  rear-guard  of  the  enemy’s  forces — yet  it  Avas  deemed  advis- 
able to  appoint  Inspectors  to  secure  the  immediate  discovery  of  the  first 
symptoms.  Their  labours  were  but  of  short  duration,  as  the  disease  soon 
entirely  disappeared,  for  the  last  time  on  that  occasion. 

When  we  reflect,  in  reference  to  this  epidemic,  that  2,870  persons,  out 
of  a population  of  54,000,  were  seized  Avith  the  illness — that  the  mortality 
AAms  but  one  in  six,  and  that  the  march  of  the  disease  Avas,  for  a time,  com- 
pletely arrested,  it  Avill  not  be  deemed  tlie  expression  of  flattery  to  record  our 
admiration  of  the  prompt,  bold,  and  decisive  measures  which  were  then  adop- 
ted. The  men  who  fought  the  battle  of  the  toAvn  on  that  memorable  occasion,  of 

Avhom  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooke  is  the  only  living  representative,  should  be  remem- 

r 
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bered,  had  they  no  other  claims  upon  the  public  commendation.  Their  im- 
portant services  then,  will  serve  as  a lasting  example  for  similar  emergencies 
here  or  elsewhere. 

At  this  period,  incongiTious  as  the  circumstances  may  now  apixjar,  the  old 
agitation  touching  the  salary  question,  to  which  we  briefly  refeiTed  on  a 
previous  epoch,  was  revived  with  augmented  interest.  It  would  be  sup- 
posed that,  at  a time  when  the  dreadful  epidemic  absorbed  every  one’s  at- 
tention, there  would  be  little  room  for  excitement  on  any  other  subject. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  however,  it  did  for  a considerable  time  occupy  a 
large  portion  of  the  public  concern ; and,  accordingly,  as  being  an  essential 
part  of  our  history,  Ave  cannot  omit  stating,  though  in  brief  terms,  the  chief 
circumstances  respecting  this  question.  It  would  appear  that,  in  1832,  the 
desire  for  occupying  the  situation  of  Distiict  Attendant,  formerly  prevalent 
among  the  junior  membei’S  of  the  profession,  began  greatly  to  subside, 
and  much  difficulty  Avas  experienced  by  the  Committee  in  supplying  the 
districts.  The  matter  was  long  and  earnestly  discussed,  and  a deliberate 

resolution  Avas  come  to,  recommending  to  the  subscribers,  for  adoption,  the  i 

( 

proposition,  “ that,  in  future,  no  physician  or  surgeon  be  appointed  to  attend 
the  patients,  within  the  Hospital,  unless  those  Avho  have  already  given  their 
services  there,  or  those  Avho  have  had  charge  of  a district,  at  least  two  years.” 
This  resolution  Avas  brought  forA\’'ard  at  the  subsequent  general  meeting  of 
subscribers,  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1833  ; and,  in  the  interim,  meetings  of  the  | 
District  Attendants  Avere  held,  at  Avhich  the  majority  strongly  approved  of 
a change  from  the  gratuitous  system  of  attendance.  A letter  based  thereon 
was  forwarded  to  the  Committee,  Avho  appointed  a sub-committee  to  inquire 
as  to  the  prevailing  practice  in  other  toAvns  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Nothing,  hoAvever,  sprung  from  this  movement,  until  the  date  of  the  general  j 
meeting  just  alluded  to,  when  the  question  Avas  brought  forward  in  the  report  ; 
of  the  Committee,  Avho  adliered  to  their  original  Auews  of  Dispensary  manage- 
ment. No  decision  Avas  entered  into  on  this  occasion,  but  the  further 
discussion  of  the  matter  was  postponed,  in  order  to  give  other  subscribers  j 
due  notice  thereof.  The  adjourned  meeting  Avas  held  on  the  1 Gth  of  May. 

Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson  here  resumed  his  former  position,  as  the  ad\mcate  of 
salaries,  and  read  a letter  signed  by  thirty  practitioners,  expressive  of  their 
concurrence  with  the  previously  recorded  opinion  of  the  district  attendance,  | 
which  Avas  to  the  effect,  that  an  efficient  attendance  on  the  poor  of  the  toAvn,  , 
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at  their  own  houses,  cannot  be  obtained  except  by  granting  a pecuniary 
remuneration  to  the  Medical  gentlemen  employed. 

In  accordance  with  this  view,  it  was  proposed,  at  this  meeting,  that  the 
present  system  be  discontinued,  and  that  two  salaried  medical  officers  be  ap- 
pointed, to  devote  their  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  visiting  and  care  of 
the  sick  poor.  The  meeting  again  adjourned,  without  coming  to  a decision; 
and,  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  the  subject  was  once  more  brought 
under  discussion,  with  nearly  a similar  result ; as,  when  the  original  mo- 
tion, containing  the  views  of  the  Committee  against  salaries,  was  put  from 
the  chair,  an  amendment  of  adjournment,  sine  die,  was  carried,  a previous 
amendment,  embodying  Dr.  Thomson’s  views,  having  been  lost.  Although  the 
matter  was,  in  some  measure,  thus  set  at  rest,  unfortunately  it  became  a source 
of  great  annoyance  and  division  between  the  Committee  and  the  Medical 
Staff,  for  a considerable  time  afterwards,  and  letters  and  pamphlets  appeared 
on  the  subject  so  late  as  1834.  The  whole  affair  made  a great  impression 
upon  the  faculty,  who,  with  very  few  exceptions,  were  so  sensible  of  the 
great  exertions  of  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson,  performed  with  so  much  gentlemanly 
feeling,  and  with  such  heroic  devotion  to  their  cause,  that  they  presented 
him,  in  December  of  this  year,  -with  an  appropriate  and  costly  mark  of  their 
admiration  and  esteem.  Since  this  period,  the  recollection  of  this  touching 
event  contributed  not  a little  to  place  him  in  that  exalted  position  among  his 
brethren,  which  he  held,  with  honour  and  dignity,  till  the  last  days  of  his  life. 
We  have  only  here  to  repeat  what  we  mentioned  in  reference  to  a similar 
unsuccessful  movement,  that  though  the  spirit  of  the  agitation  Avas  for  a time 
suppressed,  it  was  not  dead,  but,  phoenix-like,  sprung  into  renewed  vigour, 
upon  a later  and  more  auspicious  occasion. 

Among  the  minor  events  of  this  epoch,  Ave  cannot  omit  referring  to  a very 
pleasing  act  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  of  the  Royal  Belfast  Academical  Insti- 
tution, creditable  alike  to  them  and  to  the  management  of  the  Hospital.  In 
the  course  of  the  epidemic,  then  subsiding,  a considerable  number  of  students 
of  the  College  had  been  seized  with  the  malady,  and  had  been  removed  from 
their  lodgings  to  the  Hospital  for  treatment.  They  Avere  all  restored  to  their 
friends  and  fellow- collegians,  with  a single  exception.  Under  feelings  of  the 
deepest  gratitude,  they  penned  the  folloAAung  epistle,  Avhich  deserves  this 
special  record : — 
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TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OE  THE  BELFAST  FEVEE  HOSPITAL. 


Gentlemen, — Wc,  tlie  students  of  the  Belfast  College,  beg  leave  to  return  you  our 
sincere  thanks,  for  the  many  obligations  which  your  repeated  kindnesses  have  conferred 
upon  us,  by  receiving  into  your  establishment  our  fellow-students,  when  habouring  under 
fever,  assigning  large  and  commodious  rooms  exclusively  to  themselves  ; providing  for 
them  every  comfoi't  and  convenience  which  their  situation  required,  and  insuring  the 
advice  and  attendance  of  the  best  medical  practitioners. 

Impressed  as  we  are,  gentlemen,  with  a firm  belief,  that  to  your  benevolent  provision, 
under  God,  the  recovery  of  many  of  our  fellow-students  is  owing,  wc  consider  it  our 
duty  publicly  to  express  our  gratitude  ; and,  even  more,  when  it  has  pleased  God  to  afflict 
us  by  the  loss  of  one  of  the  best  beloved,  as  well  as  the  most  talented,  of  our  companions, 
W'e  feel  comfort  in  remembering,  and  pleasure  in  acknowledging,  that,  by  your  attention, 
nothing  was  omitted  that  either  humanity  or  skill  could  do  in  his  behalf. 


(Signed,  in  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  the  students), 


James  Glasgow,  Chairman. 
Thomas  Lowey,  Secretary. 


College,  18th  February,  183!2. 
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— John  Agnew,  Esq.,  Sovereign. 

— Townsend-street  Presbyterian  Meeting- 

house built. 

— Soho  Foundry  established. 

— Exports  of  linen,  £3, ~30, 854. 

— Ulster  Horticultural  Society  formed. 

— Ulster  Eaihvay  originated. 

Jan.  23  Died,  Henry  Joy  Holmes,  Esq.,  aged  45. 

Jan.  23  Died,  John  M'Connell,  Esq.,  aged  70. 

Feb.  20  Died,  Thomas  Ferguson,  Esq.,  Newforge- 
green,  aged  83. 

Feb.  24  Died,  Francis  Turnley  Batt,  Esq. 

March  19  Died,  John  Barnett,  Esq.,  aged  C5,  a most 
valuable  member  of  society. 

April  14  Died,  Henry  Joy,  Esq.,  in  his  81st  year  ; 

a gentleman  of  highly  cultivated  under- 
standing, and  benevolent  disposition. 
One  of  the  best  of  citizens. 

May  2 Died,  Henry  Rowan,  Esq.,  aged  80;  an 
active  co-operater  in  all  useful  public 
movements. 


July  22  Died,  H.  Forcade,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Staff  Sur- 
geon, aged  50. 

Aug.  11  Died,  at  London,  John  M'Cance,  Esq.,  one 
of  the  Members  for  the  Borough  ; a most 
active  and  zealous  representative,  and 
universally  esteemed. 

Oct.  22  Lord  Lieutenant  visited  the  Hospital. 

Nov.  17  Died,  at  Cuba,  Mr.  Jjjmes  Drummond  ; an 
indefatigable  botanist.  The  first  curator 
of  the  Belfast  Botanic  Garden.  “ He 
accomplished  enough  by  his  zeal  and  re- 
searches, to  secure  him  a lasting  name 
throughout  the  botanical  world.” — Gar- 
dener's Magazine. 

Dec.  1 Died,  the  Rev.  Samuel  John  M‘Clean, 
F.T.C.D.,aged30,son  of  Adam  M‘ Clean, 
Esq.  Having  received  the  elementai7 
portion  of  his  education  at  the  Belfast 
Institution,  his  funeral  was  attended  by 
the  Managers,  Visitors,  B'aculty,  and 
Students. 
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— The  Ulster  Bank  established. 

— Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals  formed. 

— The  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  opened, 
in  College-street. 

— A Society  formed  for  rewarding  good  ser- 
vants. 

— Belfast  Total  Abstinence  Society  esta- 
blished. 

— Belfast  Association  of  Artists  founded. 
Hugh  B’razer,  R.A.H.A.,  President. 

— Oratorical  Society  established. 

— Ulster  Times  issued.  Isaac  Butt,  Esq., 
editor. 

January  6 Died,  Francis  Moore,  Esq.,  nephew  to  the 
Eight  Honourable  Isaac  Corry,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Irish  Exchequer.  After 
serving  in  the  Peninsular  Campaigns, 


he  settled  in  this  town,  and  became  dis- 
tinguished for  active  benevolence. 

Jan.  25  Died,  Robert  Gamble,  Esq.,  an  old  and 
much-respected  merchant,  a warm  friend 
to  the  public  charities. 

April  13  Died,  George  Sloaue,  Esq. 

April  24  Died,  Alexander  On',  Esq.,  merchant, 
aged  51. 

June  3 Died,  near  Holywood,  William  Halliday, 
Esq.,  M.D. 

August  14  Died,  atLismoj'ne,  Robert  Callwell,Esq., 
in  the  73rd  year  of  his  age. 

Sept.  6 The  first  Exhibition  of  the  Association  of 
Artists. 

Oct.  20  Died,  Mr.  John  C.  Bell,  House-Surgeon 
to  the  Hospital,  a victim  to  Typhus. 

Dec.  9 Died,  at  Ballymacarrett,  John  Ward,  Esq., 
aged  00 ; a much-respected  citizen. 


31  S © ^ . 


— Act  of  Harbour'Commissioners  obtained. 

— Malone  Meeting-house  erected. 

— I'rederick-street  Methodist  Meeting-house 

built. 

— T/tc  Reformer  issued,  by  F.  D.  Finlay. 

Jan.  6 Died,  Henry  I'erguson,  Esq.,  aged  Cl. 

Jan.  13  Died,  at  Springfield,  Joseph  Stevenson, 
Esq.,  aged  73. 

Jan.  19  Died,  Dr.  Robert  Tennent,  a man  of  most 
exalted  wisdom  and  goodness. 

Jan.  21  Died,  Robert  M'Cluney,  Esq.,  Surgeon, 
aged  69,  for  many  years  Surgeon  to  the 
Hospital. 

Z 


Jan.  25  Died,  Robert  Elliot,  Esq.,  aged  75. 

Jan.  27  Samuel  H.  Batt,  Esq.,  aged  67. 

Feb.  3 Died,  George  Black,  Esq.,  Straudmillis,  in 
his  74th  year. 

March  2 Died,  at  Florida,  Comity  Down,  David 
Gordon,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. 

March  5 Died,  Thomas  Gaixett,  Esq.,  an  eminent 
solicitor,  aged  73. 

May  10  Died,  George  Bristow,  Esq. 

July  17  Died,  Mr.T.G.  Jacob.  To  him  the  Female 
Penitential^  owed  its  principal  support. 

Aug.  19  Died,  Adam  Duflin,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Oak- 
lands. 
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— The  Mechanics’  Institute  revived. 

— The  number  of  steam  etigines  at  work,  in 

and  about  town,  liad  tliis  year  arisen  to 
fift}%  averaging  each  25  horse  power. 

— Oificers  of  Health  appointed  this  yeai\ 

— Alfred-placo  Meeting-house  built. 

— Salem  Methodist  Chapel  built. 


Fob.  20  Died,  AV.  Charley,  Esq.,  Sejonour  Hill,  ex- 
tensive linen  bleacher;  every  charitable 
institution  was  familiar  with  his  bounty. 

March  30  Statistical  Society  of  Ulster  established. 

Sept.  20  Died,  at  Abbey  vllle,  Thomas  Sinclair,  Esq., 
aged  84. 

Sept.  24  Died,  John  Stewart,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 


B.  S3  © © . 


Mont  de  Pieto  and  Loan  Fund  Society 
established. 

Vimlicator  issued.  Mr.  Gavan  Duffy, 
editor. 

The  Northern  Sunday-School  Association 
formed. 

Ulster  Hallway  opened  to  Lisburn. 


— Berry-street  Meeting-house  re-opened. 

— Music  Hall  built. 

— York-st.  Assembly  Meeting-house  opened. 

— Ulster  Female  Penitentiary  established  in 

Bruns  wick-stree  t. 

Janua.y  6 The  memorable  hurricane. 


have  now,  again,  to  record  one  of  those  outbursts  of  disease  for 

Avhich  these  annals  have  already  become  remarkable.  Ever  since 

the  foundation  of  the  Plospital,  fever,  which  may  be  called,  emphatically,  the 

Irish  Plague,  became  regularly  endemic.  Not  a week — nay,  not  a day 

l>assed,  without  the  discovery  of  fresh  cases,  originating,  in  a great  measure, 

in  infection,  but,  we  apprehend,  in  a much  greater  degree,  connected  with 

the  sanitary  condition  of  the  localities  of  the  poor — a cause  sufficiently  exten- 

1 

sive  and  powerful,  and  one,  also,  which  no  spasmodic  efforts,  - however 
temporarily  effective,  can  destroy.  If  we  reflect  for  a moment,  that  the  at- 
mospheric contamination  of  the  localities  referred  to,  is  in  constant  formation  ; 
and,  if  concenti’ated,  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  induce  fever;  and  that  this  effect, 
frerpiently,  only  needs  a certain  condition  of  temjierature  or  density,  to 
develope  itself  in  the  shape  of  an  epidemic,  we  shall  have  a proper  idea  of 
the  mai'ch  of  disease  in  large  towns.  Now,  is  this  state  of  things  nece.ssarily 
]>ermanent — is  it  a condition  of  society — a law  in  vital  statistics,  'which  no 
human  influence  can  alter  or  amend?  Are  cities  like  Belfast  to  become,  in 
proportion  as  they  grow  larger,  more  and  more  under  the  shadow  of  the  wings 

of  pestilence  ? As  sanitary  reformers,  we  confidently  reply,  no ! We  are  in- 

% 

duced  to  believe,  that  an  immensity  of  power  is  vouchsafed  to  a civilized 
community,  if  it  only  act  with  unanimity  and  vigour.  The  experience,  in- 
controvertible and  iflain,  derived  from  the  labours  of  private  individuals. 
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especially  of  the  medical  profession,  of  local  associations,  and  of  Royal  Com- 
missions, on  this  interesting  subject,  has  long  since  established  the  2)rinci- 
ple,  that  most  of  the  inroads  upon  the  public  health  originate  within  ourselves, 
as  communities,  and  are  amenable  to  a persevering  and  strenuous  application 
of  sanitary  measures.  Unfortunately,  these  truths  have  assumed,  as  yet,  but 
the  form  of  sentiment,  in  the  public  mind — they  have  not  leavened  the 
mass  witli  a truly  working  spirit.  The  j^i’inciple  of  fear  may,  and  does, 
occasionally  induce  a paroxysmal,  practical  acknoAvledgment  of  their  imiior- 
tance,  but  their  universal  and  daily  application  is  a desideratum,  as  yet,  in  all 
large  communities.  Hence  it  is,  that  many,  many  years,  must  doubtless 
elapse  ere  the  press  will  cease  to  record  the  occurrence  of  epidemics,  such  as 
the  one  to  which  we  shall  now  allude. 

About  the  month  of  August,  1836,  the  admissions  into  the  Hospital  of  fever 
cases  began  perceptibly  to  increase,  and  continued  without  intermission  to  aug- 
ment, until  the  middle  of  June,  1837,  from  which  date  they  gradually  abated 
in  the  summer  of  the  folloiving  year.  In  this  long  period  there  could  not  have 
been  less  than  4,000  patients  stricken  with  the  disease.  When  at  the  highest 
point,  the  number  of  recipients  averaged  eleven  per  day.  To  accommodate 
this  large  number,  which  exceeded  that  of  any  epidemic  hitherto  recorded,  it 
was  necessary  to  bring  into  requisition  the  old  Barracks,  belonging  to  the 
Royal  Academical  Institution,  which  was  at  once  granted ; and  the  additional 
support  needed  was  raised  by  an  extraordinary  appeal,  which  was  nobly  re- 
sponded to  by  the  inhabitants,  in  addition  to  the  very  large  grant  of  £1,600 
from  the  Grand  Jury.  These  resources  enabled  the  Committee  to  meet 
the  trying  time  with  success. 

It  is  not  a little  remarkable  that  Influenza  prevailed  very  generally,  co- 
existent with  the  earlier  period  of  the  epidemic.  In  fact,  it  did  not  appear  in 
any  way  to  influence  its  course,  as  might  have  been  expected  ; but,  on  the  con- 
trary,  the  number  of  fever  cases  rather  increased  than  diminished.  Though 
generally,  not  a very  severe  or  fatal  disorder,  yet  when  it  attacked  the 
aged  and  infirm,  and  especially  convalescents  from  fever,  the  mortality  assumed 
a serious  aspect.  While  this  disorder  was  subsiding,  its  place  was  supplied 
for  a time  by  epidemic  Erysipelas — a most  alarming  disease  when  it  gets 
into  our  wards,  and  attacks  patients  in  the  progress  of  recovery.  Cases  were 
not  unfre(|uent,  which,  after  reaching  a favourable  convalescence,  were 
rapidly  carried  off  by  its  malignant  touch. 
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In  the  course  of  our  History,  Ave  do  not  render  an  obituary  record  among 
our  medical  brethren  deserving  of  more  particular  notice  than  that  of  the  ; 
late  Dr.  Henry  Forcade,  and  Dr.  Robert  Tennent. 

Dr.  Forcade  Avas  an  Army  Surgeon  Avhen  he  returned  to  this  toAAui. 

He  had  accompanied  “ the  Duke”  through  all  the  Peninsular  Campaigns, 
and  so  distinguished  himself  in  his  department,  as  to  receive  the  old  Gene- 
ral’s  particular  commendation.  He  thus  arrived  under  most  favourable 
auspices,  and  in  a very  short  time  acquired  the  esteem  of  his  brethren 
and  tOAvnsmen.  It  Avas  not  long  ere  he  became  connected  with  the  different 
medical  institutions — the  Dispensary  and  Hospital  in  1819 ; and  he  formed 
one  of  that  memorable  meeting  Avhich  revived  Ihe  Medical  Society,  to  Avhich 
he  Avas  Treasurer  up  till  the  date  of  his  decease.  For  his  long  and  most 
assiduous  serAuces,  in  connexion  Avith  that  Society,  Ave  must  all  hold  his 
memory  in  the  most  affectionate  regard.  No  man  combined  more  of  the 
social  and  friendly  offices  of  society  Avith  the  business  habits  of  public  life. 
FeAV  names  have  reached  us,  even  at  the  present  day,  Avhich  Avill  be  longer 
or  more  honourably  remembered. 

Dr.  Tennent  Avas  the  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Tennent,  Presbyterian 
Minister  of  Roseyards,  near  Ballymoney.  He  Avas  born  9th  of  August, 
17G5.  He  Avas  educated  for  the  medical  profession;  and,  after  having  gra- 
duated, he  Avent  out  to  the  W est  Indies,  AAuth  the  intention  of  practising  his 
profession,  but  liaA-’ing  here  become  connected  Avith  several  properties,  as 
agent,  he  Avas  induced  to  remain  there,  more  in  the  character  of  a civilian. 

It  appears  that  he  afterAvards,  in  June,  1793,  embarked  in  the  Navy,  as  Sur- 
geon, in  which  service  he  continued  till  1800,  when  he  returned  to  his  native 
country.  In  1802,  he  regularly  settled  in  this  tOAAUi,  from  which  period,  up  till 
his  death,  he  dev-oted  himself  Avith  uncommon  zeal,  and  most  disinterested 
concern  to  the  affairs  of  our  public  Charities,  more  especially  to  the  Fever 
Hospital  and  the  House  of  Industry.  To  the  former  he  Avas,  for  many  years, 
a most  active  Treasurer.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  regularly  practised 
his  profession,  which  is  rendered  most  likely  from  his  incessant  assiduity  to 
promote  the  interests  of  his  beloved  Charities.  His  benevolent  spirit,  amiable 
disposition,  and  eminent  piety,  combined  to  make  him  deeply  and  generally 
respected.  His  life  has  long  since  past,  but  his  deeds  remain  in  the  memoiy 
of  many. 

In  the  Medical  History  of  this  period,  we  notice,  that  about  the  year  1835, 
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that  Dr.  Murray,  the  present  eflicient  Medical  Officer  of  the  Bally macarrett 
Dispensary  was  elected.  This  Charity,  which  was  established  chiefly  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  poor  of  the  locality  with  advice  and  medicine, 
was  originated  by  Mr.  Gregg,  a resident  of  that  neighbourhood.  The  in- 
stitution Avas  opened  about  the  year  1810,  under  the  management  of  a 
Committee  of  subscribers,  with  Mr.  Heron  as  Attendant.  Mr.  McClure 
succeeded,  and,  in  his  turn,  Avas  folloAved  by  Dr.  Scott,  and  Dr.  IlaAvthorn. 
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— Act  passed  for  suppl3ing  the  town  with 
spring’  water,  carried  out  by  nine  com- 
missioners. 

— The  Water  Works  constructed. 

— Royal  Flax  Society  organized.  C.  M‘G. 
Skinner,  secretary. 

— St.  Patrick’s  Orphan  Society  established. 

— Belfast  Rhetorical  Society  formed. 

Jan.  21  Died,  Richard Dobbs,Esq.,of  Castle  Dobbs, 
aged  87. 

Jan.  27  Died,  at  Purdysbum,  N.  Batt,  Esq.,  aged  74. 


Feb.  1 Died,  John  Wales,  Esq.,  Siu-geon  to  tlie 
Hospital. 

Feb.  10  “ Victoria  Congratulation  Fund the  cost 
of  a proposed  illumination  handed  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Hospital. 

March  2G  First  Grand  Concert  in  the  Music  Hall. 

April  4 Died,  Thomas  Mawhinney,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

May  28  Died,  James  Montgomerj',  Esq.,  aged  79. 

Oct.  24  Died,  at  Hastings,  Heniy  Joy  Tomb,  Esq. 

Nov.  10  Ulster  Lodge  of  Oddfellows  tii'st  esta- 
blished. 
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— Thomas  Vemer,  jun.,  Esq.,  Sovereign. 

— 25  Flax  Spinning  Mills  at  work  in  town. 

— Population  within  the  boundaiy,  70,447. 

— Foundation  laid  of  Queen’s  Bridge. 

— 'I’he  Night  Asylum  opened. 

— Poor  Law  Union  Workhouse  built. 

— The  Belfast  Harmonic  Society.  Robert 
S.  M acAdam,  Esq.,  Secretaiy. 

Feb.  27  Died,  the  Rev.  William  Bruce,  D.D.,  in  his 
64th  year.  He  was  a direct  descendant 
of  the  Bruce  of  Bannockburn.  In  the 
literary  world  he  was  amongst  the  most 
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eminent ; and,  till  his  last  illness,  his 
studies  were  never  discontinued. 

Died,  James  Rowan,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  aged 
31. 

Died,  in  the  4Sth  year  of  his  age,  Edwai'd 
Chaidey,  Esq.,  merchant. 

Died,  George  Buchanan,  Esq.,  Surgeon  of 
the  County  Inlmmaiy. 

Died,  John  Miller,  Esq.,  aged  74.  In  his 
death  the  poor  lost  along  and  tried  friend. 

Died,  at  Seaview  Cottage,  David  Simms, 
Esq.,  aged  70. 


H © g a 


Jan. 


T.  Yerner,  jun..  Esq.,  the  last  Sovereign. 
Malone  Church  consecrated. 

Great  George’s-street  Presbyterian  Meet- 
ing-house built. 

Wesleyan  Methodist  Chapel  built  in  Done- 
gallplace. 

Tltc  Banner  of  TJUtcr  issued. 

'J'he  Railway  extended  to  I.urgan. 
Northern  Irish  Art  Union  instituted.''  Dr. 

Drummond,  secretary 
Unitarian  Society  for  the  diffusion  of 
Christian  knowledge. 

3 Died,  Cortland  M‘G.  Skinner,  Esq.,  J.P. 
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Died,  at  Itlacedon,  ’ John  Cunningham, 
Esq., aged 91.  His  muuiticence, whether 
public  or  iirivate,was  proverbial. 

Died,  Robert  M’Gee,  Esq.,  M.D.,  in  his 
7Cth  year,  one  of  the  best  friends  to  the 
Charity. 

First  Meeting  of  the  New  Corjroration. 

Died,  Francis  M'Crackeu,  Esq.,  a highly 
esteemed  merchant;  and  the  last  sur- 
vivor of  the  Belfast  Volunteers,  enrolled 
20lh  March,  1788.  His  maternal  gi-and- 
father,  Francis  Joy,  Esq.,  established 
the  Neivs-Lcttcr,  1 737. 


2.  S “S  ©o 

— George  Dunbar,  Esq.,  the  first  Mayor  of 

Belfast. 

— Queen’s  Bridge  finished;  cost  £28,000. 

— 'Trinity  Church  consecrated. 

— Scottish  United  Secession  Church,  Col- 

lege-square, built. 

— The  Bethel  Chapel  opened. 

— Newtownbreda-road  Meeting-house  open- 

ed. 

— The  Fine  Arts  Society  instituted. 

— Northern  Rowing  Club.  C.  G.  Skinner, 

secretary. 

— Belfast  Cricket  Club.  S.N.MaoAdam,Esq., 

secretary. 

— Union  Club  established.  Geo.  K.  Smith, 

Esq.,  secretaiy. 


— Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute  erected,  Malone. 

— Fine  Arts  Society  formed.  William  Bot- 
tomley,  Esq.,  secretary. 

Jan.  17  Died,  at  Fortbreda,  William  Boyd,  Esq., 
J.P.,  aged  70. 

Feb.  Brancii  of  Medical  Benevolent  Fund  of 
Ireland  established. 

March  7 Died,  at  the  Abbej-,  William  Gettj',  Esq. 

Jlay  16  Died,  Rev.  A.  C.  Macartney,  the  much- 
lamented  Vicar. 

July  23  Died,  Robert  Simms,  Esq.,  aged  83,  up- 
wards of  thirty  years  Assistant-Secretary 
to  the  Institution. 

Sept.  11  Died,  Dr.  Henry  Purdon,  aged  79,  one  of 
the  most  successful  practitioners. 

Dec.  21  Died,  William  M'Clure,  Esq.,  aged  86. 
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— John  Clarke,  Esq.,  second  Ma.yor. 

— St.  Ma’achy’s  Chapel  consecrated. 


July  2“  Died,  Charles  Connell,  aged  72,  ship- 
builder. 

Oct.  5 Died,  George  Augustus,  the  Marquis  of 


— Proteatant  Journal  issued. 

— Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  opened  at 


Donegal!,  aged  70.  To  his  liberality, 
as  a landlord,  many  of  our  charitable 
institutions  are  much  indebted. 


Malone. 


Jan.  12  Died,  Samuel  Arrott,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  aged 


67. 


Nov.  7 Died,  Alexander  Mackay,  Esq.,  aged  81, 


June  1 Died,  William  M'Connell,  Esq. 


principal  proprietor  of  the  Kews-Lettor 
for  nearly  half  a centui-j’. 


above  100.  From  November  till  the  Marcli  following,  it  was  occasionally 
above  200  per  month  ; and  it  wms  not  till  the  close  of  1841,  that  the  ordi- 
nary standard  was  regained.  Under  this  state  of  things,  a Board  of  Health 
was  again  asked  for,  and  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The  College 
Hospital  was  opened  in  1840,  and  all  the  usual  preventive  measures  put  in 
operation.  The  experience  of  this  epidemic  brought  into  bold  relief  two 
important  points,  which  were  agitated  by  the  Committee  and  Subscribers 
during  the  whole  of  this  period,  namely,  the  inadequacy  of  the  Hospital  for 
the  accommodation  of  fever,  and  the  great  want  that  was  felt  for  a separate 
H ospital  for  Medical  and  Surgical  cases.  Hitherto,  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
County  Antrim  had  presented  large  sums,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Hospital,  wdthout  having  made  any  special  inquiry  as  to  the 
description  of  cases  received.  Early  in  1840,  however,  they  passed  a reso- 
lution, which  they  forwarded  to  the  Committee,  declining  to  present  should 
any  other  cases  than  fever  be  admitted  into  the  Hospital. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  wms  necessary  to  separate  the  Fever  from 
the  Medical  and  Surgical  Hospital.  And,  in  consequence  of  the  total  wmnt 
of  funds  for  the  support  of  the  latter,  all  cases,  medical  or  surgical,  excepting 
accidents,  were,  for  a time,  refused  ; and  steps  were  taken  to  appeal  to  the 
inhabitants  for  special  aid.  A town  meeting  was  held,  on  26th  March,  1840, 
and  a resolution  passed,  authorizing  the  Committee  to  appropriate  so  much 
of  the  funds  as  might  be  collected  at  charity  sermons  for  the  benefit  of  the 
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Medical  and  Surgical  Hospital.  On  the  21st  April  following,  a general 
meeting  of  subscribers  instituted  a special  subscription,  for  the  first  time,  in 
, aid  of  the  separated  Hospital,  Avhich,  however,  was  totally  inadequate  to 
supply  the  necessary  relief.  It  was,  indeed,  with  exceeding  difficulty  that 
! the  Committee  were  enabled  to  give  admission,  even  to  all  the  severe  surgi- 
cal cases  Avhich  constantly  applied,  during  this  and  several  following  years  ; 
and,  as  for  medical  cases,  some  30  or  40  patients  annually,  labouring  under 
the  most  urgent  forms  of  disease,  could  alone  receive  accommodation.  The 
I public  could  not  be  roused  into  the  conviction  of  the  necessity  for  a General 
Hospital.  Nothing  seemed  to  influence  the  general  mind  but  the  dread 
of  fever — the  fear  of  infection — the  apprehension  that,  if  the  Fever  Hospital 
were  not  kept  Avide  open,  the  malady  would  soon  spread  into  the  ranks  of 
the  middle  and  upper  classes.  It  AA^as  most  probably  this  reflection  that  in- 
duced Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson,  in  June,  1841,  to  suggest  the  building  of  a neAV 
Fever  Hospital,  in  the  hope  that  the  inhabitants  might  supply  additional 
funds. 

It  Avas  fortunate  that,  some  time  after  this,  a correspondence  Avas  com- 
menced on  the  part  of  the  Poor  LaAV  Guardians,  avIio  requested  permission 
to  send  to  the  Hospital  any  fever  cases  Avhich  might  occur  in  the  Work- 
: house.  This  application  Avas,  in  the  first  instance,  refused  by  the  Committee, 

on  the  grounds  that  such  fever  patients  Avere  not  legally  admissible,  inas- 
much as  the  Fever  Hospital  Avas  supported  by  Grand  Jury  assessment,  and 
' could  therefore  only  receive  patients  from  the  County  of  Antrim ; and  further, 
on  the  impression  that  the  Poor  LaAV  Act  might  provide  for  such  patients  in 
proper  Avards  of  the  Workhouse.  The  application  AA^as  renewed  in  February, 
j 1843,  whereupon  the  Committee  determined  to  take  the  advice  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  avIio  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  if  the  Guardians  paid  for 
all  fever  patients  received  from  the  Workhouse,  they  should  be  admitted 
into  the  Hospital ; but  if  this  should  not  be  agreed  to,  the  Committee  Avould 
not  be  justifiable  in  receiving  such  patients.  The  Guardians,  Avishing 
to  act  in  conformity  with  this  opinion,  consulted  the  Poor  LaAv  Commis- 
sioners, Avho  positively  declared  that  no  payment  could  legally  be  made,  or 
allowed  out  of  the  poor-rate  for  the  maintenance  of  any  inmates  of  the 
Fever  Hospital. 

No  further  proceedings  were  taken  in  this  matter  for  several  months.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  cases  of  fever  began  steadily  to  increase,  so  that,  in 
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i October,  a special  meeting  was  called,  to  take  into  consideration  the  alarm- 
ing state  of  disease,  and  of  making  immediate  arrangements  for  providing 
further  accommodation.  At  this  meeting,  it  Avas  resolved  to  send  a depu- 
tation to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  confer  on  this  point.  The  conference 
was  unsatisfactory,  and  the  Committee  Avere  thrown  upon  their  usual  re- 
sources. A fever  shed  Avas  erected  on  the  Hospital  grounds,  capable  of  con- 
taining 60  beds.  Even  this  additional  accommodation  was  insufficient  to 
keep  pace  with  the  epidemic,  as,  on  the  4th  of  November,  the  house  contained 
319  patients;  a number  Avhich  exceded,  by  100,  Avhat  could  be  safely  and 
advantageously  accommodated.  An  amendment  of  the  Poor  Law  Act  hav- 
ing just  then  received  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  it  was  considered  a 
fitting  opportunity  to  ascertain  from  the  Commissioners,  what  the  Guardians 
Avere  authorized  to  do  for  the  relief  of  pauper  fever  patients,  in  an  emer- 
gency like  the  present.  This  was  supported  by  a resolution,  stating,  that 
in  consideration  of  the  overcrowded  and  dangerous  condition  of  the  Hospital, 
and  the  very  low  state  of  the  funds,  the  Committee  would  not  feel  justified 
in  admitting  any  further  patients,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances. 
The  result  of  this  step  Avas  the  appointment,  by  the  guardians,  of  a depu- 
tation, to  confer  as  to  the  extent  of  accommodation  required  to  meet  the 
exigency,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  to  direct  the  erection 
of  a temporary  but  sufficient  building,  on  the  workhouse  grounds,  or  to  hire 
buildings  convertible  into  an  Hospital.  The  Committee,  in  a short  time, 
Avere  then  prepared  to  state  the  number  Avhich  the  Hospital  could  con- 
veniently accommodate ; and  an  order  was  passed,  prohibiting  any  further 
cases  until  the  number  in  the  Hospital  AAmuld  be  reduced  below  250. 

The  above  will  sufficienly  explain  the  circumstances  connected  AAdth  the 
introduction  of  fever  cases  from  the  toAvn  into  the  Workhouse ; a proceeding 
AAdiich  sprung  directly  from  the  pressing  importunity  of  the  Hospital  Com- 
mittee, although  it  was  not  till  some  years  after Avards  that  a regular  Hospital 
Avas  built  in  connexion  with  the  Avorkhouse ; yet,  the  guardians  continued  to 
provide  for  the  treatment  of  a considerable  number,  from  the  date  of  the  con- 
ference referred  to. 

During  the  greater  part  of  this  period,  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Hospital, 
now  located  in  the  old  Cholera  Buildings,  was  Avell  nigh  neglected.  The 
funds  for  its  support,  in  fact,  were  quite  exhausted : the  supplies  for  the  fever 

epidemic  absorbed,  for  a time,  the  charity  of  the  town,  and  little  hope  Avas 
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felt,  even  by  the  most  sanguine,  as  to  the  probability  of  the  inhabitants  ever 
adequately  supporting  a General  Hospital. 

Most  happily  for  the  fortunes  of  this  department  of  the  Charity,  a 
movement  was  initiated,  by  Richard  Dayisox,  Esq.,  to  revive  the  failmg 
interest,  and,  if  possible,  to  set  the  institution  for  medical  and  surgical 
.cases,  upon  a thoroughly  new  basis,  by  the  erection  of  a separate  and  com- 
plete building,  to  be  designated  “The  Belfast  General  Hospital.”  To 
ordinary  observers  the  time  seemed  peculiarly  inauspicious.  Fever  was 
raging  ; funds  were  demanded  with  an  imperious  cry ; and  public  attention 
seemed  completely  engrossed  by  the  prevailmg  calamity ; but,  amidst  tliis 
storm,  the  voice  of  distress  from  the  wounded  artizan  sounded  in  the  cars  of 
a few  benevolent  individuals,  to  whom  Mr.  Davison  made  his  first  applica- 
tion. Encouraged  by  this  good  omen,  he  proceeded  vigorously  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  rouse  the  town,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  on  the  subject  of 
the  “ New  Hospital.”  The  mighty  lever  of  the  press  was  put  in  operation, 
and  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  means  for  affording  relief  to  the  nu- 
merous accidents  and  cases  of  urgent  disease,  amongst  the  labouring  popu- 
lation of  this  wealthy  manufacturing  town,  was  descanted  upon,  in  terms 
that  forced  their  way  into  every  heart.  Thus  prepared,  a public  meeting 
was  called,  by  a most  influential  requisition,  a mere  glance  at  which  was 
enough  to  convince  the  most  incredulous  or  desponding  that  the  people  were 
up  and  in  earnest.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the  Assembly-Rooms,  on  the 
oOth  November,  1843  ; the  first  Mayor  most  appropriately  presided.  The 
greatest  enthusiam  prevailed.  The  overwhelming  statements  of  Mr.  Davison 
made  the  most  powerful  impression,  which  resulted  in  some  of  the  largest 
private  subscriptions  ever  previously  given  for  any  charitable  purpose.  We 
here  annnex  a fcAV  of  the  more  prominent,  by  way  of  instancing  the  degree 


excitement  which  the  occasion 

had  induced : — 

Andrew  Miilholland, 

...  jCIOO 

0 

0 

S.  K.  Mulliolland,  

...  100 

0 

0 

Thomas  Ferguson, 

...  100 

0 

0 

T.  II.  Pardon,  M.D., 

...  100 

0 

0 

S.  S.  Thomson,  M.D., 

60 

0 

0 

Richard  Davison, 

50 

0 

0 

Robert  ‘.'Montgomerj, 

50 

0 

0 

John  Mackenzie  & Co., 

50 

0 

0 

John  Murphy  & Co., 

50 

0 

0 
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Coates  & Young, 

£50 

0 

i 

0 

Gas-Light  Company, 

50 

0 

0 

J.  F.  Ferguson, 

50 

0 

0 

William  Gray, 

50 

0 

0 

John  Cunningham, 

50 

0 

0 

Falls  Mills  Company, 

50 

0 

0 

E.  B.  B.  Houston, 

50 

0 

0 

John  G.  Eichardson, 

50 

0 

0 

111  the  long  list  of  Subscribers,  for  which  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  the 
Appendix,  almost  every  name  of  any  note  in  the  town  will  be  found  recorded; 
and,  so  liberally  did  the  contributions  pour  in,  that,  in  the  course  of  a very 
few  weeks,  upwards  of  £3,000  were  subscribed.  The  success,  therefore,  of 
the  projected  Hospital  was  no  longer  ideal.  The  means  were  now  afforded, 
in  all  abundance,  to  raise  an  establishment  worthy  of  the  town.  At  the  meet- 
ing referred  to,  a Committee  was  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  preparing  plans,  selecting  site,  and  otherwise  setting  about  the  new 
erection.  While  so  occupied,  the  year  1844  passed  over,  and  no  further  step 
was  taken  at  this  time  to  bring  into  requisition  the  large  sum  which  had  been 
raised.  The  reason  of  this  delay  our  readers  will  have  already  surmised  from 
the  result  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Poor  Law  authorities.  It  will 
have  been  seen,  that  powers  had  been  recently  invested  in  the  hands  of  the 
Guardians,  to  receive  cases  of  fever  from  the  town;  and,  though  they  could 
not  have  accommodation  ready  for  a considerable  time,  yet  the  arrangements 
to  that  effect  were  completed ; and  the  Committee  referred  to,  foreseeing  that 
the  town  Hospital  would  be  no  longer  required  for  fever  cases,  as  soon  as  a 
Fever  Hospital  could  be  built  in  connexion  with  the  Workhouse,  wisely 
delayed  the  appropriation  of  the  Funds  entrusted  to  their  charge.  To  their 
ultimate  destination,  as  weU  as  the  opening  of  the  Union  Hospital,  we 
shall  prominently  allude  in  the  succeeding  chapter. 


A local  circumstance,  connected  with  the  memorable  day  on  which  our 
Most  Gracious  Queen  was  married  (10th  February,  1840),  cannot  well  be 
omitted,  as,  indeed,  it  forms  a sort  of  era  in  these  annals.  It  is  the  custom, 
in  most  towns,  on  the  occurrence  of  such  an  event,  to  illuminate,  by  way 
of  testifying  a loyal  feeling.  This  is,  no  doubt,  very  praiseworthy  and  pro- 
per, but  is  attended  with  both  inconvenience  and  expense.  Now,  it  so 
happened  that,  on  the  8th — two  days  previously— a Town  meeting  had  been 
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summoned  by  John  Agnew,  Esq.,  then  Sovereign,  for  the  purpose  of  memo- 
rializing the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  form  a Board  of  Health  during  the  preva- 
lence of  the  epidemic,  which  had  then  reached  an  alarming  extent.  The 
necessary  resolutions  to  this  end  having  been  passed,  the  Rev.  John  Scott 
Porter  requested  to  know  from  the  Magistrates  present,  whether  they  had 
come  to  any  resolution  respecting  the  propriety  of  sanctioning  an  illumina- 
tion, in  celebration  of  the  Queen’s  marriage.  This  having  been  replied  to 
in  the  negative,  Mr.  Porter  then  proposed  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  carried  unanimously  : — 

“ Resolved — That,  in  the  opinion  of  this'  meeting,  it  would  be  highly  desirable  that 
the  Magistrates  should  issue  a Proclamation  to  the  inhabitants,  stating,  in  effect,  that  al- 
though the  community  are  most  anxious  to  testify  publicly  the  pleasure  they  feel  at 
the  auspicious  event  of  the  marriage  of  her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  yet, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and  the  contagious  fever  now 
raging  among  us,  it  woidd  be  highly  expedient  for  the  inhabitants  to  abstain  from  a 
public  illumination  ; and  further  recommend,  that  the  money  which  would  be  expended 
in  this  mode  of  testifying  joy  should  be  given  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fever  Hospital  for 
the  benefit  of  that  Charity.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  would  be  a more  ra- 
tional, as  well  as  a more  humane,  mode  of  testifying  public  joy,  at  a time  of  so  much  pri- 
vate affliction. 

This  novel,  but  eminently  happy,  proposition,  was  hailed  with  the  utmost 
enthusiasm.  A list  was  immediately  opened  for  receiving  from  all  parties 
willing  to  contribute  to  what  was  appropriately  called  the  “ Victoria  Congra- 
tulation fund,”  and  Mr.  Porter  was  appointed  its  Treasurer.  The  Magis- 
trates entered  most  heartily  into  the  views  of  the  Meeting,  and  a proclama- 
tion was  forthwith  issued,  under  the  signatures  of  nine  of  their  number. 
Thus  heralded,  the  object  received  increased  favour,  as  the  news  spread 
among  the  populace ; and,  in  a few  hours,  a handsome  sum,  eventually 
reaching  £178,  was  received.  We  conceive  that  the  mere  mention  of  this 
incident  brings  with  it  its  highest  praise ; and  that  no  mode  of  testifying  a 
city’s  loyalty  could,  under  the  circumstances,  be  more  tenderly  appropriate 
than  one  so  consonant  with  the  proverbial  charity  of  our  beloved  Queen. 

We  had  occasion,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  to  notice  the  death  of  two 
worthies  of  our  own  profession.  It  is  not  a little  strange,  that  in  the  present 
period,  the  departure  of  two  eminent  and  highly  esteemed  Divines,  both 
intimately  connected  with  the  charity,  should  await  our  particular  mention 
in  this.  We  allude  to  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Bruce,  and  Rev.  A.C.  Macartney. 
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Dr.  Bruce  claimed  an  illustrious  ancestry,  the  Irish  branch  of  the 
family  being  descended  from  John  de  Bruce,  third  son  of  Robert,  Lord  of 
Annandale,  who  was  competitor  with  John  de  Baliol  for  the  crown  of 
Scotland,  in  1290,  and  whose  gi-andson,  Robert,  afterwards  became  King. 
His  grandfather  was  Presbyterian  Minister  of  Holywood,  and  brother  of 
William  Bruce,  Esq.,  a Merchant,  in  Dublin,  who  originated  the  Widow’s 
Fund.  His  father  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Bruce,  of  Strand-street  Congrega- 
tion, Dublin.  After  graduating  in  Trinity  College,  and  a sojourn  at  the 
Warrington  Academy,  he  was  ordained,  at  Lisburn,  in  the  year  1770,  which 
he  left  in  three  years,  for  Dublin;  and,  in  the  year  1790,  accepted  a unanimous 
call  from  the  First  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  this  town.  He  had  not 
long  arrived  when  he  was  unanimously  appointed  Principal  of  the  Belfast 
Academy,  which  situation  he  held  for  a number  of  years,  and  contributed, 
by  his  distinguished  reputation,  and  classical  and  literaiy  attainments,  to 
stamp  it  the  first  Seminary  in  the  North  of  Heland.  It  might  have  been  sup- 
posed, from  this  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Academy,  that  he  would  have 
injured  his  Ministenal  charge;  on  the  contrary,  however,  this  never  was 
more  flourishing.  The  congregation  vastly  increased ; the  galleries  had  to 
be  enlarged,  to  suit  the  thronging  multitude;  and,  for  many  years,  until  de- 
clinmg  age  and  infirmity  had  impared  his  activity  and  usefulness,  he  was  a 
leading  spu’it,  not  merely  to  his  own  persuasion,  but  to  the  community  at 
large.  He  was  a most  industrious  scholar ; history,  literature,  science,  and 
theology,  point  to  his  labours  with  admiration,  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. To  him  the  Belfast  Literary  Society  owes  its  origin;  and, as  evidence 
of  the  power  and  discipline  of  his  mind  even  in  his  84th  year,  it  is  recorded 
that  he  furnished  a criticism  upon  a scriptural  passage,  which  had  pre- 
viously elicited  disputation,  a week  or  two  before  his  death.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  old  Volunteer  Association,  and  sat,  as  delegate  from  the  toAvn  of 
Carrickfergus,  in  1783.  His  principles  were  steady  and  sound,  which  enabled 
him  to  preserve  and  enjoin  with  effect  the  cause  of  law,  liberty,  and  good  govern- 
ment, in  times  of  great  difficulty  and  danger.  The  charities  of  Belfast  re- 
ceived his  cordial  interest  and  attention,  more  particularly  the  Dispensary 

, and  Fever  Hospital,  at  the  foundation  of  which  he  zealously  laboured. 

He  died,  27th  February,  1841,  surrounded  with  the  profound  respect  of  the 
whole  people,  and  the  sorrowing  lamentations  of  his  relatives  and  friends. 

We  have  left  ourselves  little  space  to  speak  of  his  contemporarv,  the  Rev. 
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A.  C.  Macartney,  many  years  Vicar  of  the  Parish.  From  his  position,  IMi*. 

1 

Macartney  was  much  called  on  to  promote  the  dilferent  charitable  insti-  j 
tutions  of  the  town  ; but  with  him  this  was  a labour  of  love.  His  unbounded 
and  unostentatious  charity  was  proverbial ; when  he  was  near,  the  needy  never 
cried  in  vain.  He  ne.ver  wearied  in  well-doing,  but  felt  a conscious  pride  in  ad-  j 
vancing  every  good  work,  and  promoting  the  happiness  of  his  felloAV-creatures. 

By  his  consistent  course  of  active  benevolence,  his  kindly  disposition  and  his  { 
universal  liberality,  he  gained  the  love  and  esteem  of  the  great  and  good  of  his  | 
day ; and,  when  he  departed,  the  recollection  of  his  many  endearing  qualities 
was  so  general  and  so  vivid,  that  a great  public  meeting  was  held  to  testify  j 
the  admiration  and  respect  in  which  his  life  was  universally  held.  This  , 
meeting  was  attended  by  the  best  and  most  influential  of  all  parties  and  of  | 

I 

all  sects.  The  handsome  sum  of  £430  was  subscribed  on  the  spot,  which,  | 
instead  of  being  appropriated  to  some  vain  ornament,  to  perpetuate  his  ^ 
memory,  was  happily  transferred  to  his  aftlicted  family. 

We  cannot  close  this  period,  without  noticing  a benevolent  institution  in  | 
connexion  with  our  profession,  which  was  originated  in  1842.  Tlie  26th  ] 
of  May  was  the  first  day  of  its  existence,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  | 
vigorous  and  untiring  exertions  of  Dr.  Kingsley,  of  Roscrea,  who  named  it  the  : 

Medical  Benevolent  Fund  Society  of  Ireland.  i 

i 

One  year  had  scarcely  elapsed,  when  many  members  of  the  Belfast  Medi-  ! 
cal  Society  became  convinced  of  its  importance  ; and,  accordingly,  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  late  Dr.  Sanders,  in  February,  1843,  a Branch  was 
formed  in  this  town.  The  object  of  the  Fund  is  the  “relief  of  Medical 
men,  under  severe  and  urgent  distress,  occasioned  by  sickness,  accident,  or 
any  other  calamity.”  Under  circumstances  of  peculiar  emergency,  relief 
may  also  be  afforded  to  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Practitioners. 

Based  upon  these  simple  views,  the  Society,  from  possessing  on  the  close  of 
the  firstyear  only  the  small  sumof  £360,cannowboastof  having  funded£2,648 
besides  having  an  annual  income  of  above  £300;  and  in  addition,  the  late  Mr. 
Carmichaelhas  bequeathed,  in  reversion,  the  munificent  sum  of£4,500.  Other 
Branches  have  already  been  formed  at  Armagh,  Cork,  and  Newry.  Within 
the  last  12  months,  47  families,  consisting  of  five  medical  men,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  32  widows,  and  119  orphans, have  been  relieved;  and,  when  it  is 
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understood  that,  amongst  the  suppliants,  arefound  therelationsofmen  who  once 
held  the  highest  rank  in  the  profession,  the  necessity  for  this  noble  institution 
must  be  apparent  to  the  least  reflecting  mind.  Indeed,  there  is  no  profession — 
no  calling  in  which  life  is  so  precarious  as  ours,  and  no  where  is  this  truth 
more  deeply  confirmed  than  in  this  very  country,  where  the  fever-plague  is 
constantly  creeping  about,  “ seeking  whom  it  may  devour.”  This  Society, 
therefore,  deserves  well,  not  merely  of  the  entire  profession,  but  of  the  public 
at  large;  and,  it  may  be  desirable  to  state,  that  the  aid  of  non-professional 
friends  is  gratefully  acknowledged.  Eulogy,  however,  is  not  wanting  here. 
Its  annual  operations  carry  with  them  their  own  j ustification  and  their  own 
claims.  Let  it  suffice  to  say,  in  the  touching  language  of  Scripture: — “ It  has 
delivered  the  poor  that  cried;  the  fatherless  and  him  that  had  none  to  help;” 
and  has  caused  “the  widov/s  heart  to  sing  for  joy.” 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 
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— Andrew  Mulholland,  Esq.,  Mayor. 

— Queen’s  Quay  foundation  laid. 

— Working  - Classes’  • Amelioration  Society 
formed. 

— Public  Baths  projected. 

— Ulster  Teachers’ Association  formed.  Rev. 
Dr.  Brj'ce,  president. 

— The  New  Deaf  and  Dumb  Instituteopened. 
— Crumlin  Road  Gaol  Prison  completed. 

— New  Belfast  Bank  built. 

April  5 James  M‘Donnell,  Esq.,  M.D.,  expired,  at 
his  residence,  Doue^all-idace,  in  the 
82nd  year  of  his  age. 


April  24  Died,  Mr.  Ale.x.  Montgomerj-,  solicitor. 

May  7 Died,  at  Thorndale,  Samuel  Bruce,  Esq.,  in 
the  SOth  year  of  his  age. 

Oct.  Died,  Wm.  BjTtt,  Esq.,  M.D.  He  served 
in  the  eventful  campaigns  of  Spain  and 
Portugal.  The  descendant  of  an  old 
Belfast  family,  who  had  for  generations 
occupied  high  places  in  connection  with 
the  corporation  and  principal  institu- 
tions ; his  active  philanthropy,  on  return- 
ing to  his  native  town,  proved  him  in 
nothing  degenerate,  and  earned  for  him 
the  highestrespectof  hisfellow-citizens 
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— John  Kane,  Ma}'or. 

— ; New  Fever  Hospital  erected,  Malone. 

— The  General  Dispensarj',  hitherto  con- 
nected with  the  Hospital,  now  placed 
under  separate  management. 

— Queen’s  Quay  foi-med. 

— “ Belfast  Working  Classes’  Association” 

formed. 

— Ulster  Temperance  Society  originated  by 
Dr.  Edgar. 

— Belfast  Reform  Club  established. 

March  G Died,  in  Dublin, Henry  Joy, Esq., formerly 
of  this  town. 


April  3 Died,  Robert  Workman,  Esq.,  aged  70,  a 
merchant  of  Belfast,  for  38  years. 

May  23  Died,  at  Fortlield,  Robert  Wright,  Esq., 
in  the  C5th  year  of  his  age. 

June  18  Died,  at  Fortwilliam,  Geo.  Langtry',  Esq. 

He  was  the  first  to  establish  steam  com- 
munication between  this  and  other  ports. 

July  20  Died,  Jas.  M.  Sanders,  Esq.,M.D., aged  32. 

Sept.  5 Died,  at  Bally  waiter,  Fortescue  Gregg 
Esq. 

Dec.  7 Died,  Thomas  Maclurcan,  Esq.,  surgeon. 

— The  County  Down  Railway  incorporated. 


r^p^[^RUTH  is  strong  and  must  prevail.  Thougli  ever  so  long  shrouded 
in  the  mists  of  prejudice,  it  eventually  hursts  forth,  to  illumine  the 
general  mind. 

The  agitation  on  the  subject  of  providing  salaries  for  the  District  Atten- 
dants, though  unsuccessful,  on  two  successive  occasions,  was  destined  to 


receive  a happy  consummation  in  the  year  1845.  In  the  beginning  of  June 


this  year,  a small  number  of  the  District  Medical  Attendants,  having  been 
thoroughly  convinced,  from  actual  experience,  of  the  defects  of  the  gratuitous 
system  of  Medical  relief  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  earnestly  conceived 
the  idea  of  bringing  about  a reform.  Some  glaring  instances  of  the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  system,  having  recently  come  under  their  notice,  gave  a 
fresh  impetus  to  the  project ; and,  though  the  time  was  far  from  being 
aiuspicious,  they  embarked  upon  their  enterprize  with  a determination  and 
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a zeal,  Avhich  almost  commanded  success  ; they  relied  upon  the  goodness  of 
their  cause  for  its  due  appreciation  by  the  public,  wlien  properly  expounded ; 
and  they  were  not  mistaken,  as  the  event  will  show. 

In  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Medical  Profession  at  large  to  ex- 
press its  opinion,  a public  meeting  was  requested  by  the  Provisional  Com- 
mittee, which  was  held  on  the  22nd  July.  A very  large  and  influential 
attendance  was  the  result;  the  greatest  unanimity  prevailed,  and  even  among 
those  who  formerly  were  to  be  found  ranged  under  the  gratuitous  standard, 
several  joined  cordially  in  the  present  movement ; and  we  believe,  that  no 
call  for  redress  ever  received  stronger  confirmation  than  on  tliis  occasion. 

Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson  was  most  appropriately  called  to  the  chair,  and  took 
occasion  to  remark,  that,  while  on  a former  day,  he  had  taken  an  active  part 
in  a similar  movement,  he  had  no  share  in  originating  the  present  agitation ; 
but,  nevertheless,  his  former  opinion,  respecting  District  Medical  Attendance, 
remained  entirely  unchanged. 

Four  resolutions  were  successively  introduced,  and  unanimously  adopted, 
stating,  in  effect,  that  the  mode  of  procuring  Medical  Attendance  hitherto  in 
operation,  had  been  found,  by  experience,  totally  inadequate  to  realize  the 
object  of  the  Dispensary,  and  that  the  sole  cause  of  this  defect  was  the  want  of 
sufficient  inducement  to  encourage  Medical  men  to  labour  energetically  in 
the  Districts ; and  strongly  urging  • upon  the  subscribers  to  reform  the  basis 
of  the  institution,  and  remove  its  objections,  by  appointing  salaried  officers ; 
and  while  doing  this,  the  meeting  distinctly  disclaimed  any  reference  to  the 
mode  of  appointment  of  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Hospital,  believing  that 
such  a situation  carried  with  it  its  own  reward.  Encouraged  by  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  Profession,  thus  warmly  given,  a proposition,  embodying  the 
new  views,  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Dispensary,  who  objected 
coming  to  any  formal  decision,  until  further  particulars  and  statistics  should 
be  laid  before  them,  with  respect  to  the  practice  adopted  in  other  popidous 
towns.  This  was  at  once  acceded  to,  and  documentary  evidence  was  shortly 
procured  from  other  parts  of  Ireland,  and  from  England  and  Scotland,  as 
to  the  practice  of  supplying  Medical  Attendance  in  public  Dispensaries ; and 
further,  the  opinion  of  the  principal  clergy  of  this  town,  both  as  to  the  work- 
ing of  the  system  hitherto  pursued — -so  far  as  they  could  judge  from  their 
personal  experience  in  their  visits  among  the  poor — and  as  to  the  merits  of 

the  abstract  questiouj  was  most  willingly  afforded. 

Dd 
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111  this  way,  the  Provisional  Committee  accumulated  a vast  amount  of  most 
conclusive  data,  which  having  been  digested  into  the  form  of  a report,  was 
formally  laid  before  the  Managing  Committee.  This  document  was  duly 
considered  by  a Sub-committee,  specially  appointed,  who  reported,  on  the 
22nd  of  November,  to  the  effect,  that  they  considered  the  plan  suggested  to 
be  then  utterly  impracticable,  inasmuch  as  its  realization  would  require  an 
additional  expenditure  of  at  least  £700 per  annum;  while,  far  from  having 
any  surplus  to  dispose  of,  the  Dispensary  was  then  deeply  in  debt  to  the  Trea- 
surer, and  no  means  whatever  within  their  power  existed  to  raise  funds  sufficient, 
even  partially,  to  realize  the  views  suggested.  They  were  further  of  opinion, 
that  the  necessary  funds  could  not  be  raised,  save  by  the  interference  of  the 
legislature.  Under  these  circumstances,  they  declined  to  discuss  the  question 
as  regards  the  principle  involved,  or  in  its  application  to  the  Dispensary ; 
but  they  considered  the  report  deserving  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  with 
a view  to  discussion  on  a future  day,  under  more  favourable  circumstances. 

In  order  to  testify  their  sincerity  in  holding  the  views  they  did,  now  that 
their  application  for  redress  was  ignored — most  of  the  District  Attendants 
immediately  sent  in  their  resignation,  expressing,  at  the  same  time,  their 
regret,  that  a matter  which  so  deeply  involved  the  interest  of  the  Charity, 
should  have  been  allowed  to  drop.  In  taking  this  decisive  step,  they  consider- 
ately determined,  however,  to  continue  their  services  till  some  satisfactory  mea- 
sure would  be  adopted.  The  Committee,  seeing  the  determined  position  of  the 
Medical  Officers,  immediately  requested  the  Mayor  to  summon,  at  his  con- 
venience, a meeting  of  the  Inhabitants,  to  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
hausted state  of  the  funds  of  the  Dispensary,  and  a new  mode  of  attending 
the  district  poor,  suggested  by  the  District  Attendants.  This  meeting  was 
held  on  the  18th  of  December,  Andrew  Mulholland  Esq.,  Mayor,  in  the  chair. 

The  new  system,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  many,  was  unanimously 
adopted : an  influential  Committee  was  appointed,  to  frame  a constitution, 
based  on  the  principles  agreed  to ; also,  to  raise  necessary  funds  to  accom- 
plish its  formation,  and  liquidate  the  debt  of  the  old  Dispensary.  This 
Committee  reported  on  the  26th  of  March,  1846,  to  a very  large  meeting  of 
Subscribers.  Two  Dispensary  stations  were  agreed  to  be  establislied,  in 
addition  to  the  Hospital  Dispensary.  The  towm  was  divided  into  six  Dis- 
tricts : one  Medical  Attendant  to  be  appointed  to  each,  and  one  Apothe- 
cary to  each  station ; the  salary  of  each  Attendant  to  be  £50 ; of  each 
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Apothecary  not  less  than  £60.  In  accordance  a\  1th  the  constitution  now 
adopted,  an  election  of  six  Medical  Officers  was  held,  on  the  11th  of 
April  following,  from  which  time  to  the  present,  the  Charity  has  been 
carried  on  with  regularity  and  efficiency,  and  has  fully  realized  the  best  antici- 
pations of  its  early  promoters.  We  may  here  mention,  that  a recent  enact- 
ment will  most  probably  place  this  institution  on  a more  satisfactory  footing, 
as  regards  its  means  of  support.  Hitherto,  having  depended  upon  private 
subscriptions,  and  a county  grant  combined,  it  was  liable  to  considerable 
fluctuation  in  the  amount  annually  raised,  which  might  occasionally  inter- 
fere with  its  usefulness.  This  danger,  there  is  reason  to  hope,  will  soon  be 
entirely  removed,  as,  under  the  new  law,  the  establishment  will  be  supported 
by  the  Union  rate.  And  we  have  great  gratification  in  reflecting,  that,  on 
the  occasion  of  this  change,  the  system  which  we  had  the  happiness  of  con- 
tributing, in  some  degree,  to  originate,  has  been  the  means  of  raising  the 
professional  standing  of  its  Attendants — a circumstance  which  cannot  but  be 
advantageous  in  any  new  arrangements. 

The  delay,  alluded  to  in  the  previous  chapter,  in  appropriating  the  funds 
raised  for  the  New  General  Hospital,  continued  throughout  the  year 
1845,  during  which  the  greater  portion  of  the  money  was  lodged  in  bank. 
To  cany  on  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Department  in  the  old  building, 
even  on  the  most  insignificant  scale,  so  completely  exhausted  was  the  trea- 
sury of  the  Committee,  that  they  were  constrained  to  solicit  advances  from 
the  Building  Fund.  On  this  account,  £400  were  withdrawn  before  steps 
were  taken  to  place  that  department  on  a more  satisfactory  footing.  The 
completion  of  the  New  Fever  Hospital,  on  the  Workhouse  premises,  seemed 
to  present  a fitting  opportunity  for  effecting  the  proposed  views.  Fever 
cases  were  now  provided  with  accommodation  in  the  new  Hospital.  The 
town  Hospital  was,  therefore,  available  for  being  re-modelled,  so  as  to  suit 
the  design  of  the  projectors  of  the  Building  Fund.  The  necessity  for  raising 
a new  erection  had  departed.  A conference  was,  accordingly,  held,  to  take 
into  consideration  such  measures  as  would  render  more  effective  Surgical 
and  Medical  aid  to  the  poor  of  the  town  than  could  then  be  afforded,  on  ac- 
count of  the  exhausted  state  of  the  funds  ; and  to  make  the  old  Fever  IIos- 
pital  available  for  the  purpose  of  a General  Hospital,  which  the  Committee 
of  the  Building  Fund  would  have  in  their  power  to  accomplish.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  10th  September,  a joint  meeting  was  held,  of  the  contributors 
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and  subscribers  to  the  old  Charity  and  to  the  new  Fund,  when  a regular  trans- 
fer was  made  by  the  representatives  of  the  last  surviving  Trustee,  of  the  pre- 
sent Hospital  buildings  and  grounds,  to  new  Trustees,  to  be  appointed  for 
carrying  into  elfect  the  trust  in  the  original  lease.  The  new  Hospital  then  for- 
mally received  the  title  of  the  “ Belfast  General  Hospital.”  A Presi- 
dent, Vice-Presidents,  Life-Governors,  and  a Managing  Committee  were 
appointed,  and  instructions  were  given  to  prepare  the  deed  of  transfer,  to 
be  handed  over  to  Andrew  Mulholland,  John  Clarke,  and  Richard  Davison, 
Esqrs.,  the  new  Trustees. 

The  money  collected  at  this  time,  which  amounted  to  £2,807,  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Governors  and  Committee,  for  expenditure  by  them,  in  re- 
modelling the  present  buildings,  and  adapting  them  to  the  jiurpose  of  the 
new  institution,  the  balance  to  be  invested  by  them  as  an  Endowment  Fund. 
Sub-committees  were  further  appointed  to  revise  the  regulations,  and  ex- 
amine and  report  on  the  necessary  alterations  which  the  buildings  required  ; 
and,  to  crown  this  prosperous  termination  of  a long-delayed  scheme,  the 
tjianks  of  the  entire  meeting  were  most  appropriately  given  to  Mr.  Davison, 
for  the  successful  issue  to  which  he  had  brought  his  great  undertaking,  and 
also  for  his  general  services  to  the  interests  of  the  town,  wherever  they 
could  be  usefully  applied. 

"While  these  interesting  proceedings  were  going  forward,  the  New  Union 
Hospital  had  been  relieving  fever  patients,  for  some  time,  under  the  able 
direction  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Reid,  who  was  previously  appointed  Physician  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

In  the  erection  of  this  new  building,  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  care  was 
bestowed  to  render  it  one,  in  every  way,  suited  to  its  object,  and  equal  to  the 
expectations  which  the  advancement  of  scientific  means  for  insuring  venti- 
lation, so  necessary  in  fever  Hospitals,  had  raised.  In  short,  the  ingenuity  of 
the  designers  was  taxed  to  the  utmost,  to  make  it  a model  of  Hospital 
ai’chitccture.  It  is  estimated  to  accommodate  between  300  and  400  patients. 
The  wards  are  lofty,  spacious,  of  uniform  temperature,  and  scrupulously 
clean.  In  addition  to  the  natural  ventilation  by  large  open  fires  and  fire- 
places, there  is  a very  efficient  mechanical  contrivance  to  remove  the  ascending 
air  continually  from  the  wards;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
infection  fronii  the  clothes  of  the  patients,  on  leaving  the  Hospital  they  are 
steamed,  washed,  and  thoroughly  dried  immediately  after  admission.  Not 
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less  complete  are  tlie  clinical  arrangements.  And  already  has  the  Physician 
put  on  record  a large  amount  of  the  result  of  his  vast  experience — a result  that 
has  contributed  to  place,  in  their  proper  diiferential  positions,  the  numerous 
ty^iesof  fever — a view  of  Avhich  may  be  gleaned  from  the  tables  of  the  Appen- 
dix. We  notice  this  matter  particularly,  because  it  is  exceedingly  rare  to 
find  a Union  Attendant  devoting  so  much  of  his  time  and  talent  to  the 
cause  of  medical  science. 

The  reader  cannot  fail  to  notice,  that  the  most  important  events  connected 
with  our  history  have  been  chronicled  in  this  period — events  which  have,  in 
a great  measure,  transformed  the  original  machinery  of  the  Charity.  The 
Dispensary — the  most  ancient  department,  we  have  seen  severed  from  the  as- 
sociations of  half  a century,  and  transferred  to  new.  Another  provision  is 
at  this  time  about  to  supersede  the  long-established  mode  of  relief  for  the  fever- 
stricken,  and  a new  and  more  imposing  institution  is  to  occupy  its  place. 

Important  as  are  the  events  which  distinguish  the  period  we  are  now 
closing,  none,  we  feel  assured,  will  strike  the  reader  with  more  interest  than 
the  demise  of  Doctor  M‘Donnell. 

It  is  not  a little  remarkable  that,  while  those  sweeping  revolutions  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Charity,  to  which  we  have  referred,  were  on  the  eve  of  com- 
pletion, that  master-mind,  which  conceived  the  earliest  idea  of  the  Institution, 
was  summoned  hence.  He  who  had  watched  with  almost  paternal  anxiety 
its  slow  and  difficult  developement — whose  every  thought  glowed  with  high 
anticipations  of  its  ultimate  extended  utility — who  saw  it  rise  from  the 
obscurity  of  an  insignificant  retreat,  to  take  the  most  prominent  position 
among  the  many  exeellent  institutions  of  the  town,  was  now  called  away. 
His  work  was  done.  The  aspirations  of  his  lifetime  had  been  realized,  and 
a new  era  Avas  dawning  upon  the  charity. 

The  Doctor  was  the  second  son  of  Michael  M‘Donnell,  Esq.,  Cushendun, 
whose  family  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  edueation  in  this  town,  where  he  attended  the  school  of  the 
eminent  David  Manson,  whose  death  Ave  have  recorded  in  the  year  of  the 
foundation  of  the  Charity.  In  classics,  he  AA^as  instructed  by  Mr.  Garnett ; 
and,  after  passing  through  the  necessary  studies,  he  graduated  in  Medicine, 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  age  of  twenty-tAvo,  and  shortly 
afterAvards  settled  in  Belfast.  His  varied  literary  attainments,  combined 
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with  his  devotion  to  his  profession,  contributed  to  raise  him  rapidly  in  the 
estimation  of  the  public.  Friends  flocked  around  him,  in  admiration  of  his 
talent ; and,  long  before  the  ordinary  period  of  professional  fame,  he  became 
celebrated  as  one  of  the  first  physicians,  not  alone  in  Belfast,  but,  in  the 
whole  country  around.  It  has  been  happily  observed,  that  Dr.  McDonnell 
“was  long  the  Nestor  of  science  in  Belfast.”  He  gathei’ed  around  him  the 
great  spirits  of  the  age,  and  no  contemporary  of  any  note  in  Britain  was 
ignorant  of  his  profound  learning  and  distinguished  name.  It  would  seem, 
indeed,  that  so  great  and  varied  was  his  intellectual  capacity,  that  he  was 
enabled,  almost  single-handed,  to  stamp  a literary  fame  upon  the  entire 
locality — a reputation  which,  however  appropriate  to  the  individual,  we 
very  mudi  fear  was  fiir  from  being  so  to  the  mass.  His  memory  was  of  the 
highest  order  ; and  no  subject  of  any  importance,  past  or  present,  in  any 
age  or  country,  seemed  beyond  his  grasp.  But  we  desire  rather  to  look 
upon  his  character  in  a moral  point  of  view.  As  a man  of  the  loftiest 
benevolence,  he  shone  conspicuously  amongst  his  contemporaries.  Pie 
spared  neither  his  time,  his  pocket,  nor  his  labour,  in  his  devotion  to  the 
Charitable  Institutions  of  the  town ; and,  to  the  very  latest  period  of  his 
protracted  life,  his  heart  was  filled  with  that  love  that  wearies  not  in  well- 
doing. The  Dispensary  and  the  Fever  Hospital  were  j>eculiarly  the  objects 
of  his  unceasing  care.  So  long  as  health  permitted  was  he  to  be  seen, 
night  and  day,  working  in  the  Districts  like  a very  slave,  or  toiling  in  the 
Wards  for  hours.  lie  seemed,  indeed,  actuated  by  some  unusually  power- 
ful motive,  vv'hich  no  circumstance,  however  untoward,  could  damp.  It  is 
recorded,  that  his  devotion  to  the  poor  occasionally  interfered  Avith  his  attention 
to  the  solicitations  of  the  rich  ; but,  however  this  may  be,  while  he  gained 
the  gratitude  of  the  one,  he  lost  not  the  respect  nor  admiration  of  the  other. 
The  principle  of  active  benevolence,  Avhich  formed  an  inherent  portion  of 
his  original  character,  he  was  disposed  to  think  Avas  ecpially  enjoyed  by  his 
brethren  ; and  this  led  him  to  imagine  that  Avhat  formed  Avith  him  the 
happiest  return  for  days  and  nights  of  anxious  exertion,  in  bringing  relief  to 
the  sick  couch  of  poA^erty,  should  equally  sustain  the  spirits  of  all  other 
men  in  similar  circumstances;  and,  to  the  last,  this  ruling  idea  continued  its 
deep  impression.  This  trait  Avas  frequently  unfortunate  in  its  results  ; and, 
on  several  occasions,  he  became  estranged  from  his  brethren.  These  sha- 
doAvs,  so  to  speak,  on  an  otherwise  brilliant  picture,  serve  only  to  heighten 
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tlie  colouring,  and  to  relieve,  with  greater  effect,  the  richness  of  his 
general  character ; for,  whether  we  view  Dr.  M‘Donnell  as  a philanthro- 
pist, a scholar,  or  a physician,  we  cannot  hut  award  him  the  highest  place 
among  the  memorable  of  the  land.  His  fellow-citizens  bore  striking  testi- 
mony of  their  respect.  The  largest  procession  followed  his  remains,  com- 
prising the  highest  dignitaries  of  the  Corporation  and  the  Clergy,  the 
entire  body  of  his  Medical  brethren,  and  an  immense  concourse  of  tlie 
wealthy  and  the  poor. 

In  the  following  year,  July  26,  1846,  another  kindred  spirit,  after  a brief 
but  brilliant  career,  was  called  to  his  fathers.  The  name  of  Dr.  J.  M. 
Sanders  will  long  stand  high  in  that  distinguished  roll  which  Belfast  citizens 
will  ever  love  to  honour.  None,  probably,  at  his  early  age,  ever  before  en- 
joyed so  high  a place  in  the  public  mind.  He  was  born  24th  April  1814. 
Ere  he  was  four  years  old,  he  was  deprived  of  both  his  parents,  whose  place, 
however,  was  amply  filled  by  his  paternal  uncle  and  aunt,  who  watched  and 
tended  his  early  years  with  a fondness  and  a care  which  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  he  became  their  charge  contributed  greatly  to  enhance. 
He  received  a portion  of  his  education  at  Glasgow  ; but,  when  12  years  old, 
he  was  removed  with  the  family  to  Belfast,  and  immediately  became  a 
pupil  of  the  Royal  Academical  Institution,  where  he  continued  till  May, 
1830,  having  made  a character  already,  for  industry  and  talent;  and,  above 
all,  upright  integrity  of  principle.  Having  selected  the  medical  profession, 
he  at  once  entered  upon  its  study;  and,  having  received  a preliminary 
portion  of  his  professional  education  here,  he  visited  successively  Dublin, 
Glasgow,  and  Edinburgh,  and  finally  graduated  in  the  latter  place,  in  1835  ; 
soon  after  which  he  commenced  practising  in  this  town,  where,  with  the 
exception  of  a temporary  absence,  in  the  charge  of  the  Ardglass  Dispensary, 
in  1837,  he  remained  till  within  a short  time  of  his  death.  The  delicacy 
of  his  constitution  early  betrayed  itself ; but,  regardless  of  all  j>ersonal  in- 
convenience and  even  danger,  his  ardent  temperament  stimulated  him  to 
labour  without  ceasing,  and  induced  him  to  listen  to  every  call  of  distress. 
The  arduous  duties  of  a yearly-increasing  practice  told  upon  his  frame,  in 
1846 ; and  that  fatal  malady,  which  has  at  all  times  carried  off  so  many  of 
the  bright  and  good  of  the  earth,  became  developed  in  his  system,  and  in  a 
few  months,  hurried  him  to  the  grave.  His  estimable  character  called 
forth  the  touching  eloquence  of  his  pastor,  who,  most  appropriately  chose 
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for  his  text  on  the  occasion  the  title  of  the  tender  Luke,  “ the  beloved  phy- 
sician.” 

The  life  thus  prematurely  closed,  presents  many  points  of  great  interest 
both  to  the  professional  and  ordinary  reader.  As  an  example,  however,  for 
1 those  who  are  just  entering  the  portals  of  medicine,  it  must  be  peculiarly 
j interesting.  It  were  a pleasing,  though,  at  the  same  time,  a mournful  task, 
to  sift  the  motives  and  impulses  of  that  mind  whose  constant  concern  was 
to  spread  widely  those  blessings  with  which  he  was  intrusted  ; and  in  this 
service  he  literally  wore  out.  Ilis  extraordinary  exertions,  which  engrossed 
almost  every  moment  of  his  time,  were  one  element  in  his  success  ; his  kind- 
i ness  of  manner  and  gentleness  of  deportment,  combined  with  an  excellent 
I education  and  the  strictest  moral  and  religious  principles,  contributed  to 
establish  and  to  enhance  that  success  to  an  unusual  degree.  While  viewing 
{ him  in  his  professional  capacity,  no  man  in  the  short  space  of  eleven  years, 
ever  acquired  so  much  of  the  confidence  of  the  public  or  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  his  brethren.  There  is  a monument  over  his  grave,  which 
Avill,  better  than  any  eulogy,  inform  the  visitor  how  deeply  and  how  -widely 
he  was  beloved. 
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MEMORABILIA  ANNORUM. 


a © 


John  Harrison,  Esq.,  Mayor. 

— Ballymena  Railway  opened. 

— Wesleyan  Methodists’  Chapel,  Donegall- 
square,  rebuilt. 

Jan.  5 Died,  Roliert  Coffey,  Esq.,M.D.,  Professor 
of  Surgeiy  in  the  Royal  Academical  In- 
stitution. 

March  13  “The  Swatai-a”  emigrant  vessel  puts  in, 
with  fever  on  board. 

April  12  Day  Asyliun  opened. 

May  9 Died,  John  Kane,  Esq.,  in  the  58th  year  of 
his  age,  late  Maj^or. 

May  11  Died,  W.  Mulholland,  Esq.,  founder  of  the 
Day  Asylum. 


May 

May 

May 

July 

Seqit 

Oct. 


April 


a.  s s» 


George  Suffem,  Esq.,  Mayor. 

The  Queen’s  College  buUt. 

Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway  opened 
to  Holywood. 

22  Died,  in  his  84th  year.  Rev.  Dr.  Cairns, 
Professor  of  Logic  and  Belles  Lettres, 


June 

June 


April 


April 


2.  S 4k  ® . 


Sir  W.  Johnson,  Mayor. 

6 Died,  Rev.  Dr.  Crolly,  Roman  Catholic 
Primate,  aged  68.  He  was  the  founder 
of  the  R.  C.  College  and  the  unfinished 
Cathedral  of  Armagh;  enunently  dis- 
tinguished as  a philanthropist,  he  was 
member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Hos- 
pital , and  took  a most  active  part  in  all  its 
proceedings. 

31  Died,  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson,  aged  72,  the 
father  of  the  Medical  Profession  in  this 
town,  and  promoter  of  every  good  and 
charitable  w'ork. 


June 

July 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Dec. 


22  Public  Baths  and  Wash-houses  opened; 
cost  of  erection,  £3,500. 

27  Died,  Francis  Leppef,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  respected  inhabitants. 

20  Died,  of  the  prevailing  epidemic.  Surgeon 
Murray,  High-street,  aged  56. 

20  Died,  Mathew  Black,  Esq.,  an  eminentand 
worthy  merchant. 

6 Died,  at  the  Grove,  Robert  Simms,  Esq., 
greatly  regretted. 

9 Died,  Mr.  Alfred  Anderson,  of  typhus, 
caught  in  the  discharge  of  his  arduous 
duties  as  House  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital. 


for  upwards  of  30  years,  in  the  'Royal 
Academical  Institution. 

2 Died,  'Thomas  Hughes,  Esq.,  long  known 
as  one  of  the  wealthiest  inhabitants. 

12  Died,  Hill  Charley,  Esq.,  aged  43,  for  many 
years  an  active  and  highly  resp)ected 
merchant. 


12  Died,  aged  93,  James  Forsythe,  Esq.,M.D. 

20  Died,  Drummond  Anderson,  Esq.,  aged 
73 ; proprietor  of  the  Commercial  Chroni- 
cle since  its  commencement  ui  1805. 

11  The  Queen’s  visit  to  Belfast. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  presents  to  the  Hos- 
pital a donation  of  £300  Rom  Her  Ma- 
jesty. 

13  Died,  Geo.  Sufferm,  Esq.,  ex-Mayor,  in  the 
59th  year  of  his  age. 

13  Died,  Adam  M'Clean,  Esq.,  in  his  83rd 
year. 

20  The  inauguration  of  Queen’s  College. 


2 S S ® , 


— James  Stirling,  Esq.,  Ma}'or. 

April  27  Died,  Ale.xander  Kendal,  Esq.,  Staff  Sui-- 
geon. 

Aug.  11  Fii-st  Fete  in  commemoration  of  her  Ma- 
jesty’s visit,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hos- 
pital, which  realized  £277. 

Sept.  11  The  Lord  Lieutenant  visits  Belfast. 


Sept. 


Sept. 

Dec. 


15  Died,  aged  68,  William  Arthur,  Esq.,  one 
of  the  oldest  Linen  Merchants  in  the 
North  of  Ireland. 

22  Died,  Alexander  Turnley,  Esq.,  aged  75. 

19  Died,  William  Gray,  Esq.  He  was  exten- 
sively connected  with  the  Linen  trade 
of  Ulster. 


S)HE  beginning  of  1847  was  marked  by  the  prevalence  of  small-pox 
) and  dysentery  among  the  poor,  and  several  hundred  cases  of  these 
diseases  were  transferred  from  the  Workhouse  to  the  General  Hospital.  Both 
maladies  assumed  a grave  type  ; and  the  subjects  of  dysentery,  in  particular, 

were  specimens  of  the  worst  form  we  ever  witnessed.  Whether  there  was 
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any  connexion  between  this  event  and  the  fearful  times  that  were  about  to 
follow,  it  is  difficult  to  say ; but  we  rather  incline  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
same  atmospheric  condition  was  evinced  thus  early,  more  especially  when 
we  remember  the  calamitous  effect  upon  the  vegetable  creation,  in  the  instance 
of  Ireland’s  staple  article  of  diet.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  not  a little 
remarkable  that  the  very  first  indications  of  the  devastating  plague,  in  com- 
parison with  which  all  previous  epidemics  were  trivial  and  insignificant, 
should  make  its  appearance  in  the  hold  of  an  emigrant  vessel,  bound  for 
America. 

“ The  Swatara”  had  sailed  from  Liverpool,  with  several  hundred  passen- 
gers, and  was  many  days  out  on  her  passage  before  the  disease  com- 
menced to  appear.  At  this  very  time,  the  winds  were  so  contrary,  that  the 
vessel  could  not  make  further  way,  and  the  captain  was  obliged  to  return 
without  delay.  He  put  into  this  port  in  a very  shattered  condition,  with 
several  sick,  and  the  passengers  generally  in  a sad  plight,  in  consequence  of 
the  scarcity  of  provisions.  The  sick  passengers  were  landed,  and  after 
having  recruited,  the  captain  again  put  to  sea,  but  had  not  proceeded  far 
when  she  was  obliged  to  run  into  Derry,  in  consequence  this  time,  howevei', 
j of  the  spread  of  the  fever  amongst  the  j^assengers.  After  some  delay,  she 
j was  once  more  under  way,  but  was  obliged  to  retrace  her  course  for  the  third 
I time.  On  this  occasion  she  returned  to  Belfast,  with  a large  proportion 

j of  her  passengers  attacked.  They  were  removed  to  the  General  Hospital 

at  once.  The  fever  in  the  town  now  began  to  increase,  and  in  a very 
short  period,  the  Hospital  was  so  full  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  were 
urged  to  give  more  extended  relief.  The  numbers  increased,  however, 
so  rapidly  that  even  this  could  have  been  of  little  avail.  Much  greater 
accommodation  was  wanting  to  contend  with  an  epidemic  which  was  begin- 
ning to  exhibit  unprecedented  strength. 

Accordingly,  the  inhabitants  were  called  together,  on  April  27th,  to  petition 
for  a Board  of  Health,  which  was  immediately  gi'anted.  The  Board  was 
in  operation  on  the  6th  of  May,  and  proceeded,  with  the  greatest  energy,  to 
provide  sufficient  accommodation,  and  to  carry  out,  upon  the  most  extensive 
scale,  those  sanitary  operations  which  produced  such  good  results  on  former 
occasions.  The  Union  infirmary  was  enlarged  by  nearly  90  beds,  and  a shed 
was  erected  on  the  gi’ounds  of  the  General  Hospital.  The  old  Cholera  build- 
ings, and,  in  short,  every  available  spot,  were  filled  with  patients.  Still  it  was 
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not  enough.  The  plague  was  striking  down  its  victims,  at  the  rate  of  50  j)er 
day,  and,  Avith  the  addition  of  the  College  Hospital,  which  was  noAV  opened, 
the  total  number  of  cases  on  the  29th  of  May  was  1,149 — a number  very 
nearly  twice  the  annual  average  of  previous  ordinary  years, 

I It  AAms  not,  hoAAmver,  till  the  middle  of  July,  that  the  epidemic  reached 
its  height — the  weekly  admissions  having  risen  to  660,  and  the  number  in 
Hospital,  at  one  time,  above  2000. 

Fortunately,  the  Aveather  AAms  most  favourable,  AAdiich  permitted  the  erection 
I of  cammss  tents,  on  the  Avorkhouse  grounds,  capable  of  holding  7 00  patients. 
These  were  appropriated  to  con\"alescents,  and  very  much  relieved  the  Hos- 
pitals. ' Indeed,  had  it  not  been  for  this  provision,  it  is  questionable  Avhether 
the  epidemic  could  have  been  mastered,  Avithout  the  occurrence  of  those 
appalling  scenes  which  disgraced,  for  a time,  the  Dublin  relief  authorities. 
Even,  as  it  Avas,  with  all  this  immense  accommodation,  many  patients  had 
to  remain  for  hours  aAvaiting  admission,  at  the  gates  of  the  Hospital. 

From  the  date  last  mentioned,  a gradual  subsidence  of  the  epidemic  en- 
sued. Each  successive  month  showed  diminishing  numbers ; and,  on  the 
13th  of  November,  the  General  Hospital  ceased  to  receive  patients.  The 
Barrack-Street  Hospital  was  closed  in  December,  the  Workhouse  accommo- 
dation having  been  then  sufficient.  Taking  the  aggregate  of  the  three 
Hospitals,  the  total  number  of  admissions  from  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic 
till  the  end  of  December,  1847,^Avas  13,676  ! to  Avhich,  if  yve  add  a fair 
proportion  for  private  cases  ; we  shall  have  some  idea  cf  the  enormous  ex- 
tent of  this  memorable  pestilence.  It  may  be  safely  affii’med,  that  one  out 
of  every  five  persons  in  Belfast  was  attacked  during  this  year. 

It  will  be  readily  concluded,  that  such  a vast  amount  of  disease  must  have 
had  a corresponding  influential  cause.  We  liaAm  already  alluded  to  the 
probable  atmospheric  condition,  which,  no  doubt,  existed ; but  Ave  must  not 
forget,  the  preAmlent  state  of  destitution  Avhich  this  and  the  previous  year 
Avitnessed,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  We  Avell  remem- 
ber the  aspect  of  the  hordes  of  poor  who  thronged  into  the  toAAui,  from  all 
parts.  Famine  Avas  depicted  in  the  look,  in  the  hue,  in  the  voice,  and  the 
gait.  The  food  of  a nation  had  been  cut  off ; the  physical  strength  of  a Avhole 
people  Avas  reduced ; and  this  condition,  highly  favourable  to  the  impression 
of  the  plague-breath,  resulted  in  the  most  terrible  epidemic  that  this  Island 
ever  experienced.  * 
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While  referring  to  this  period  we  cannot  with  propriety  omit  all  reference 
to  the  noble  position  which  Belfast  assumed  on  this  memorable  occasion. 
On  the  Gth  of  January,  a requisition  was  presented  to  the  Mayor,  by  a num- 
ber of  the  most  influential  merchants  and  professional  men,  to  call  a public 
meeting  to  take  steps  for  alleviating  the  distress  in  Ireland,  without  restriction 
to  any  locality,  and  to  do  so  on  a scale  commensurate  with  the  enormous 
demand.  The  requisitionists  had  previously  raised  about  £2,700,  as  a 
commencement.  The  meeting  was  held  (one  of  the  greatest,  and  most 
enthusiastic,)  on  the  15th  of  January,  and  a subscription  list  at  once  opened, 
which  was  very  soon  filled  with  some  of  the  largest  subscriptions  ever  received, 
— Andrew  Mulholland  & Son,  and  Richardson,  Brothers,  & Co.,  heading  the 
list  with  £200  each ; and,  before  the  sheet  was  closed,  the  amount  raised 
reached  upwards  of  £7,000.  With  this,  ajiplications  received  from  (with  a 
single  exception)  every  County  in  Ireland,  were,  in  a large  proportion, 
happily  relieved. 

This  great  movement  well  became  the  capital  of  the  North.  It  was  the 
crowning  act  in  her  History,  and  made  her,  for  a time,  an  example  for  the 
world.  Well  may  she  boast  of  her  prosperity,  when  she  can  point  to  such 
noble  deeds,  to  show,  that,  in  the  midst  of  her  increasing  wealth,  she  has 
preserved  intact  the  purity  of  the  Christian  virtues ! 

The  great  commotion  and  excitement  of  the  year  1847  was  followed  by  a 
period  of  calm,  which  enabled  the  Committee  to  carry  out  the  instructions 
of  the  Subscribers,  in  reference  to  the  remodelling  of  the  Hospital.  Accor- 
dingly, the  Medical  Staff  having  reported  as  to  the  additional  accomodation 
and  improvements  necessary  to  form  a complete  General  Hospital,  an  appro- 
priate design  was  made  out  by  the  Architect,  Charles  Lanyon,  Esq.,  and  an 
estimate  thereon  duly  accepted  from  Messrs.  Smith  and  Ross.  These  altera- 
tions and  improvements  principally  included  the  construction  of  an  Operating 
Theatre,  Accident  wards,  and  Bath-rooms,  all  which  were  in  due  time  com- 
pleted ; and  the  General  Hospital  may  now  be  considered  in  every  respect 
commensurate  with  the  wants  of  the  to'wn  and  the  requirements  of  the  patients. 
Those  of  our  readers  who  are  not  conversant  with  the  internal  arrangements 
of  this  Hospital,  we  beg  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  sketch  and  plans,  which 
will  supply  every  requisite  information:  but  to  those  who  may  have  the 
opportunity,  we  strongly  reccommend  a personal  inspection,  which  will 


supply  a more  definite  and  satisfactory  conception  of  the  internal  economy, 
and,  more  especially,  of  its  never-ceasing  utility,  than  the  most  elaborate 
description. 


The  opening  of  1849  strongly  recalls  to  our  memory  the  early  period  of 
1832.  On  both  occasions  the  town  had  been  reposing  after  an  arduous 
struggle  with  disease,  when  the  vanguard  of  a new  enemy  made  its  appear- 
ance. In  neither  case,  however,  could  it  be  said  to  be  unexpected;  for,  during 
an  early  period  in  1848,  we  confidently  expressed  our  ^anticipation  of  a 
visitation  from  the  Asiatic  Cholera  (which,  during  the  previous  year,  had 
entered  the  European  territories),  from  its  original  endemic  locality,  and  was 
then  extending  itself  through  the  principal  towns  and  districts  on  the 
Continent. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  first  case  in  England  occurred  at  Hull,  just 
as  in  the  former  epidemic ; and,  soon  after,  we  find  it  reported  from  Leith, 
Edinburgh,  London,  and  Glasgow,  besides  many  smaller  places  in  both 
countries.  Judging  from  the  steadiness  of  its  onward  progress,  and  from 
the  manner  in  which  it  visited  this  country,  in  1832,  we  were  not  sui’prised 
at  hearing  of  a case  of  this  disease  in  this  tovm  on  the  1st  of  November. 
It  occurred  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  was  for  upwards  of  a month  the  only 
case.  The  second  occurred  in  the  person  of  a pauper,  imported  from  Edin- 
burgh, who  had  contracted  the  disease  four  days  before  his  admission  into 
the  Union  Hospital,  on  the  4th  of  December.  Soon,  additional  cases  arose, 
and  were  at  first  confined  to  the  latter  building,  but  afterwards  appeared  in 
various  localities  in  town  and  suburbs.  On  comparison  with  the  epidemic, 
of  1832,  we  observe  several  points  of  similarity.  Thus,  there  were  two 
culminating  points,  one  in  March  and  the  other,  the  maximum,  in  July. 
The  duration  was  also  very  similar,  being  about  46  weeks  in  the  former  and 
50  weeks  in  the  latter ; while  the  main  differences  were  limited  to  the  num- 
ber of  cases,  proportionately  to  the  existing  population,  and  to  the  number 
of  deaths  in  proportion  to  the  cases  observed.  In  the  former  epidemic  there 
were  2,870  cases,  in  a population  of  54,000 — making  a ratio  of  rather  better 
than  5 per  cent. ; whereas,  now,  with  a population  nearly  double,  the  total 
number  of  cases  in  the  districts  amounted  only  to  2,057  ; which  gives  a ratio 
of  scarcely  2 per  cent. : and,  even,  if  we  take  the  entire  Union,  the  propor- 
tion would  only  be  3 per  cent. ; and,  as  to  the  amount  of  mortality,  in  1832 
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it  "svas  estimated  at  16  per  cent.,  whereas,  on  the  latter  visitation,  it  amounted 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  33  per  cent.  This  mortality  is  thus  double  what 
obtained  in  1832,  both  relatively  and  absolutely,  a circumstance  which  Avas, 
however,  by  no  means  peculiar  to  this  locality.  For  further  information,  as  to 
it  march  in  the  districts,  we  must  refer  to  our  Appendix. 

The  measures  adopted  during  this  epidemic,  towards  preventing  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  were,  we  believe,  very  effective.  The  general  arrange- 
ments were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians,  under  tlie  Contagious 
Diseases  Act.  The  Dispensary  Attendants,  with  others,  were  formed  into 
a Visiting  Staff.  One  station,  at  the  Old  Plouse  of  Correction,  Howard- 
Street,  was  kept  open  night  and  day.  A Medical  Attendant  was  constantly 
on  the  spot ; horses  were  ready  to  convey  him,  with  the  greatest  despatch, 
to  the  sufferer,  at  any  part  of  the  town ; and,  for  the  neighbouringdistricts  of  the 
Union,  special  officers  were  appointed,  with  similar  duties.  The  General 
Hospital  was  again  engaged  to  receive  cases,  from  a certain  division  of  the 
town,  the  other  portion  being  supplied  by  the  Union  Hospital.  In  addition 
to  these  admirable  arrangements,  for  treating  the  disease  at  the  earliest 
moment,  sanitary  measures  were  largely  and  simultaneously  employed. 

And  here  we  cannot  let  pass  this  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  exertions 
of  a very  useful  Society,  which  was  in  full  operation  at  the  time;  we  mean  the 

“ Belfast  Sanitary  Cojumittee,” 

which  was  formed  at  a Town  meeting,  on  the  2nd  March,  1848,  On  this 
occasion  a report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  Belfast  was  submitted,  as  a 
basis  for  the  formation  of  the  Committee.  This  report  exhibited  some 
startling  facts,  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  poorer  localities,  and  the 
comparative  sanitary  position  of  the  town  itself ; and  especial  comment  is 
made  upon  the  relation  which  the  presence  of  fever  holds  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  we  live. 

The  interesting  points  brought  forward,  and  which  we  regret  our.  limited 
space  obliges  us  to  omit,  made  a deep  impression  on  the  meeting ; and  a 
Committee  of  the  inhabitants  was  forthwith  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  in  the  report.  This  Committee,  early 
anticipating  the  advent  of  the  Cholera,  issued  a general  notice  on  the  24th 
July,  on  the  importance  and  necessity  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation,  and,  in 
September  following,  commenced  holding  a series  of  district  meetings,  to 
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which  all  classes,  but  particularly  the  poor,  were  invited,  for  the  purpose 
of  disseminating  information  in  connection  with  the  health  of  the  town, 
suited  to  the  apprehended  visitation,  and  pointing  out  the  most  salutary 
means  for  speedy  adoption  under  the  circumstances  referred  to.  On  the 
9th  October,  in  imitation  of  a system  pursued  in  1832,  and  then  found 
to  realize  much  good,  both  in  facilitating  the  application  of  necessary  pre- 
I ventive  measures,  and  in  familiarizing  the  laublic  with  the  utility  of  sanitary 
operations,  from  8 to  13  persons  were  appointed  to  each  district  as  Health 
Visitors.  About  33  acted ; and,  through  their  recommendations,  most  of 
the  house-cleansing  operations  were  accomplished.  A large  number  of 
copies  of  directions,  as  to  the  best  established  preventive  treatment,  were 
circulated  amongst  the  poor.  In  this  way  the  Committee  were  enabled 
materially  to  im]3rove  the  condition  of  the  town,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
thoroughly  instruct  the  inhabitants  on  the  nature  of  the  coming  epidemic, 
a considerable  period  before  the  occurrence  of  a single  case.  In  addition  to 
the  Cholera,  the  Committee  devoted  their  attention  to  various  other  matters, 
respecting  the  public  health  of  the  town,  which,  had  they  been  persevered 
in,  might  have  resulted  in  very  important  improvements  ; but  with  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  epidemic  so  did  the  public  interest  abate ; and  the  committee 
were  necessitated  to  close  their  labours  early  in  the  past  year.  We  trust  it 
may  be  long,  but  unfortunately  we  cannot  build  upon  the  hope,  ere  a time 
shall  arrive,  when  it  may  be  a subject  of  deep  regret  to  the  town,  that  they 
did  not  hold  out  sufficient  encouragement  to  the  Committee  to  persevere  in 
their  useful  labours. 

An  application  was  at  this  time  received  by  the  Committee,  from  Samuel 
Browne,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  Ophthalmic  Dispensary,  requesting  permission 
to  treat  severe  cases  of  Ophthalmia  (such  as  require  confinement  and  pecu- 
liar care)  in  the  wards  of  the  Hospital.  With  the  apfu'oval  of  the  Medical 
Staff,  the  solicitation  was  granted.  As  reference  has  thus  been  made  to  a 
Medical  Charity  not  hitherto  noticed,  we  shall  request  the  reader’s  attention 
to  some  of  the  particulars  connected  with  it. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  originate  an  Eye  Dispensary,  so  far  back  as  the 
year  181 G,  but  evidently  without  success,  as  we  can  find  no  record  of  it 
ever  having  been  established.  The  next  notice  we  meet  with  of  Ophthalmic 
public  piactice  is  on  the  formation  of  the  Chapel-lane  (or  as  it  was  then 
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called  the  General)  Dispensary,  in  1827.  Amongst  its  benevolent  objects, 
the  diseases  of  the  Eye  claimed  especial  attention,  and  their  management 
formed  one  of  its  leading  features.  After  its  dissolution  in  1839,  we  observe 
no  further  note  of  any  special  provision  till  the  year  1845,  when  Browne, 
with  the  aid  and  encouragement  of  a few  benevolent  individuals,  set 
about  the  establishment  of  an  Ophthalmic  Institution,  which,  while  chiefly 
devoted  to  the  treatment  of  the  Eye,  would  likewise  include  that  of  the 
ear.  A house  was  taken  at  No.  35,  Mill-street,  simply  fitted  up  with  re- 
quisites, and  opened  on  9th  April,  184G  ; since  which,  it  has  been  the 
means  of  affording  relief  to  G,450  cases,  or  about  1,000  annually,  of  which 
there  is  a proportion  of  about  2 per  cent,  of  that  interesting  form,  cataract^ 
which  has  admitted  of  permanent  relief  in  about  GO  per  cent.  The  ear 
cases  numbered  405,  in  the  space  of  three  years.  The  expense  of  each 
patient  being  only  8d.  per  annum,  (which  is  less  by  4d.  than  the  average 
cost  of  a recipient  of  Dispensary  Belief),  the  reader  can  be  at  no  loss  to 
understand  the  great  value  of  this  Charity,  which  restores,  in  many  in- 
stances, a most  useful — nay,  indispensable  organ — for  a comparative  trifle. 
The  Committee,  in  granting  Mr.  BroAvne’s  request,  only  expressed  in  so 
many  terms  that  they  duly  appreciated  the  services  rendered  by  this  unpre- 
tending institution.  We  deem  it  but  just  to  add,  that  already  has  its 
reputation  spread  far  and  wide  over  the  Province — a due  compliment  to  its 
deserving  management. 

Few  words  must  serve  in  commemoration  of  the  Avorthies  Avho  departed 
at  this  period.  We  cannot  particularize  all,  but  the  names  of  Dr.  S.  S. 
Thomson,  Surgeon  David  Moore,  and  Mr.  W.  Mulholland,  stand  out  in  such 
bold  relief  that  it  Avmre  unpardonable  to  omit  mention  of  their  meritorious 
lives  and  lamented  death. 

Mr.  Mulholland  closed  his  years,  in  the  midst  of  benevolent  exertions,  in 
the  eventful  period  of  1847.  While  ministering  to  the  Avants  of  hundreds 
of  the  poor,  daily  gathered  together  in  that  Asylum  which  OAAmed  him  for  its 
founder, — the  touch  of  the  malignant  pestilence  hurried  him  to  the  grave. 

Mr.  Moore  departed,  full  of  years.  Ilis  long  life  Avas  one  scene  of  active 
exertions,  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  early  life  he  Avas  engaged  in 
the  Boyal  Navy,  as  surgeon ; and,  during  the  remainder,  some  five-and- 
thirty  years,  he  Avas  connected  with  the  Hospital,  first  as  Attending  and 
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latterly  as  Consulting  Surgeon.  He  was  devotedly  attached  to  the  Charity, 
and  took  every  possible  occasion  to  promote  its  interests.  His  practice  was 
large  and  of  the  best  class,  and  solely  by  his  own  exertions  did  ho  raise  to 
himself  a character  and  a name  of  which  his  family  may  well  be  proud.. 

1 

The  year  1849  was  not  memorable  for  any  event  of  more  importance  than  [ 
the  death  of  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson.  No  man  more  firmly  held  the  combined  | 
respect  and  love  of  the  profession  ; and  a closer  acquaintance  only  enhanced  i 
the  feeling.  Though  he  did  not  attain  what  is  generally  called  a successful 
position  in  his  profession,  until  a comparatively  late  period,  yet,  when  once 
he  had  reached  it,  he  grew  more  and  more  ever  afterwards  in  public  esti- 
mation. He  possessed  a most  cultivated  mind,  enjoyed  a rich  store  of  clas- 
sical learning,  and  was  well  read  in  the  whole  range  of  medical  literature ; 
his  manners  were  most  pleasing,  his  diction  harmonious,  and  his  bearing 
dignified.  But  it  was  in  his  relation  to  his  junior  brethren  that  we  delight 
to  contemplate  him.  He  held  their  interests  dear  to  his  heart ; he  was  their 
companion — their  adviser — their  friend  ; and,  in  the  endearing  appellation  ; 
of  “ Father  of  the  Profession,”  his  true  character  was  beautifully  delineated. 

We  mourn  his  loss — we  look  around — but  whore  “ shall  we  look  upon  liis 
like  again  ?” 

In  closing  this  History  of  our  principal  public  Charity,  we  feel  it  a grate- 
ful pleasure  to  record  a crowning  memorable  event  in  connexion  therewith. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  on  the  11th  of  August,  1849,  her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty  the  Queen  honoured  this  city  with  her  first  visit.  On  this  occasion, 
she  was  received  with  the  gi'eatest  demonstrations  of  loyalty  and  respect, 
such  only  as  Irish  hearts  can  feel  and  express.-  Her  Majesty  did  not  forget  the  j 
enthusiastic  reception,  for,  in  a short  time  after,  the  Treasury  of  the  General 
Hospital  was  augmented  by  the  handsome  donation  of  £300,  for  which  the 
Charity  is  indebted  to  her  gi'acious  liberality. 

Last  year,  as  may  be  well  remembered,  her  excellent  Viceroy,  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  also  paid  this  town  the  distinguished  compliment  of  visiting, 
among  other  institutions,  this  Charity,  and  expressed  himself  in  the  highest 
terms  as  to  the  completeness  of  the  aiTangements.  Encouraged  by  these 
repeated  evidences  of  Royal  favour,  we  would  consider  ourselves,  one  and  all, 
undeserving  the  high  honour  conferred  upon  the  town,  and  the  General 
Hospital  in  particular,  were  we  not  right  heartily  to  keep  in  perpetual  re- 
membrance the  visit  of  our  beloved  Queen. 

II  n 
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THE  VISIT  OF  OUR  QUEEN. 


The  following  Lines,  from  the  pen  of  a respected  citizen,  being  the  Prize 
Poem  in  celebration  of  the  “ Victoria  Fete”  of  last  year,  form  a fitting 
conclusion  to  the  History  of  an  Hospital  which  has  received  such  distin-  i 
guished  proofs  of  Royal  regard  : — 

‘Dictnriit  Mt  nil  dilUHii'n  Snlnnii. 

COMMEMORATIVE  OF  THE  QUEEN’S  VISIT. 

I 

I 

The  big  clouds  hung  dark  on  the  old  Hill  of  Caves, 

There  was  mist  on  the  mountains,  and  storm  on  the  waves. 

And  many  an  eye 

Gazed  that  morn  on  the  sky, 

When  sudden  the  sun  in  his  glory  was  seen 

1 

Coming  forth  in  his  chariot  to  welcome  the  Queen  ! 

ir. 

No  sceptre  she  held  in  her  fair  hand  that  day. 

When  her  flag  floated  high  o’er  our  beautiful  bay  ; 

In  the  midst  of  acclaim 
All  dove-like  she  came. 

And  peacefully  weilded  her  olive-branch  Avaiid 
O’er  tlie  green  fields  of  Ulster — our  dear  fathcrlaiid. 

HI. 

There  was  joy  on  that  high  day  in  every  breast, 

The  striving  of  love  who  could  love  her  the  best ; 

On  all  as  she  smiled. 

So  benignant  and  mild, 

Fach  eye  beamed  with  gladness,  as  if  it  could  trace 
A smile  to  itself  in  the  glance  of  her  face. 
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IV. 

She  came  in  the  grace  of  her  womanly  love, 

The  Irishman’s  ardent  affections  to  move ; 

His  Cushla  machree 

Filled  her  heart  with  such  glee, 

That  oft,  to  her  Albert,  she  said  with  delight — . 

“ His  head  may  be  wrong,  but  bis  heart’s  in  the  right,” 

V. 

She  came  in  the  might  of  her  motherly  charms, 

Her  husband  her  armour — her  children  her  arms  ; 

With  these  by  her  side. 

She  may  roam  far  and  mde  ; 

Her  armies  may  go  to  contend  with  her  foes : 

Her  guards  arc  her  subjects,  wherever  she  goes. 

VI. 

She  came  in  the  warmth  of  her  generous  breast ; 

She  heard  of  the  wounded — the  sick — the  distressed  : 

All  freely  she  sent 
To  the  funds  nearly  spent, 

A boon  to  our  Hospital,  worthy  the  name 
Of  Victoria — humanity — charity — fame. 

VII. 

Hurrah  for  the  Queen  ! may  posterity  see 
Each  year  on  this  island  a grand  jubilee  : 

May  Minstrels  arise 
To  contend  for  the  prize ; 

And  bards,  yet  unborn,  sing  the  joys  of  the  past — 

Of  Victoria,  and  Albert,  and  loyal  Belfast. 


• <(  » 


i 

J. 


1 


i 


1 

I 


j , 1 ^ 

!:'  ATi‘i80Jtmtap.«^t 

IS  ^ 1 ni  ^ 

I ' ‘ < 

* ■ ♦■,  ^ . -il.  ■■• 


ic-oeai  HAa'f  aHT  aa'?  aiiaorrsio  ao  Tt'U  ' 

io  fU'T' a.iffds£  TRoit  ^ ■ 

^ ,,  . ••  „r...rJ  ,S^ 

Ju  .7  m-i.  .1 


1 


lAutl 
cwiootf 


f^^Wr^Tt  a-f'-it  f 


-; ' - 4fO^>«M»U if ’’'rV^ 


!•••«  .r’la\ 

►fl  T‘Kfi*^^A 


.^1  ,(JiJ4l>\»jl0fff  .(5 , V 


fisH- jr«a6  tal>u»x»fA. 


3ti9?niwK  t{i 


H ttOK^f 
.m.'i0i*n  f'$enMJ  >j8 
4»SL  Jan^j^ 

.Xt , (itooan^B  0.6E-  .W" 
.m3  bwdiu;l 

••f-i 


—6  dijtf  .j;  -«ft|li#W‘»‘>  * 

• ^ • ».(  ,.*.f  .*  ••  • • ' ■ t.  , . , r 


* \ 4 ' 

<-  : 


I 


.n«)fit4$.  |£/iiiiuwn3* . /X4  «■ 

^ .u  ,ru3ijuil  V*iiTiLik 

' ~ -7-  ^Tnan^tlf  > ^ ^ 

Vi,  lurwaat  -,4>8tf-  a’«*te9^  . 

^ ' V-'  ■•  ■ ^• 


««E 

.l(Nk>^4  fu/i2V<a 


Momawii  .i>0v>O 
.d«lX  ^itt*''*** 


Ji£»51  «4iniM^  .itl- 
^«X  ifMMtS  '.♦liouuLA 


M^l  ikkiM't 
.u»4kdna.»»fl 

Jhi;H  tuhit 
.XX^lM«<ic<UuJ4  *A. 

. ' • ,l  .A. 

, -‘V  -KCKatTaft-. 


.T 

At«<if«aA  1*1 
jtMn«to»H  M iMiiuW 


,Ti  iii4Ui 
.TT  nitt  .W  .toX 


.S»»*  UlllltWltli -l!  ■ ‘ ^ 

4iIt<^««53a• 

jCLU  .^oaM  mam*. 

•die  ^•A****^*  i-iiurnK'j 

M£  fiirmjrtO.  luf9>»A . _ 

a^i  '■• 


>3  smBnL 


.9001  .iM—»iu«iit<hA 


.<I  M ^fi^K  nuuWW 

.a.*' 

jTHttiiMK  ,.<i^.H 

J,  .Ctx  ip4^ 

.;,dT\uk.ff  iJC— K<>ao4tffl'Ma4U 


KO«M3a>M'.IOH;.tKATtftMA 

& -a.' 


iJ 


.tC 


BELFAST  general  HOSPITAL 


LIST  OF  OFFICEES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1850-51 


IDrcfiiiicnt. 

THE  MOST  NOBLE  THE  MARQUIS  OF  DONEGALL. 


]\I(iyor  of  Belfast. 

Lord  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor. 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop. 
Moderator  of  Belfast  PreshyterJ^ 
Moderator  of  Presbytery  of  Antrim. 


Viscount  ISfassareene. 

Sir  Robert  Bateson. 

Robert  Montgomeiy,  Esq. 

R.  B.  B.  Houston,  Esq.,  J.P. 
Richard  Davison,  Esq. 


Robert  Stephenson,  M.D. 
Henry  M’Cormac,  M.D. 


V icc=I)Jvcsitrcnt». 

Senior  of  the  M'esleyau  Methodists. 
President  of  the  Queen's  College. 
Lord  Chichester,  M.P. 

R.  J.  Tennent,  Esq.,  M.P. 

ilifc-(Sobcvnov». 

S.  G.  Fenton,  Esq.,  J.P. 

J.  G.  Richaixlson,  Esq. 

William  Gray,  Esq. 

Alexander  Siiaw,  Esq. 

Constiltmg  Itiljysicians. 

Thomas  Thompson,  M.D. 

Thomas  Andrews,  M.D. 

Comeultiiis  ^tivgcou. 

Andrew  Marshall,  M.D. 

UTrcasiUvcv. 


GUSTAVUS  HEYN,  ESQ.,  Prussian  Consul,  <tc. 

Committee  of  iHanagement. 


A.  Mulholland,  Esq.,  J.P. 

T.  H.  Purdon,  Esq.,  M.D. 
Thomas  Ferguson,  Esq. 

S.  K.  Mulholland,  Esq.  J.P. 


John  Il3’nd,  Esq. 

John  Turnlej-,  Esq. 
Alexander  M‘Donnell,  Esq. 
John  Clarke,  Esq. 

Robert  Langtiy,  Esq. 


J.  Seaton  Reid,  M.D. 
William  Mateer,  M.D. 


Vacate  1851. 
Rev.  T.  F.  Miller. 

Dr.  Andrews. 

William  D.  Henderson. 
Robert  Roddy. 

Rev.  W.  Bruce. 

Samuel  Boyd. 

James  Kennedy. 


Vacate  1852. 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Denvir. 
John  Hind. 

A.  Mulholland,  J.P. 

A.  J.  Macrory. 
Gustavus  HejTi. 

Robert  Moiitgomeiy. 
John  Clarke,  J.P. 


attending  Staff. 


Physicians. 

William  Moftat,  M.D. 

A.  G.  Malcolm,  M.D. 

J.  M.  Pirrie,  M.D.,  Secretary. 
Patrick  Ljiich,  M.D. 


Vacate  1853. 
Samuel  Archer. 

Henrj'  Murney. 

Gordon  Thompson. 

Dr.  Stevclly,  LL.D. 

Dr.  Thomas  Read. 
Alexander  Brenan,  Esqrs. 


Surgeons. 

James  Moore,  M.D. 
Horatio  Stewart,  M.D. 
jE.  Lamont,  F.R.C.S.I. 
Samuel  Browne,  R.N. 


House-Surgeon — Mr.  W.  Murphj’.  Apothecary — Mr.  Ring. 

Assistant  House-Surgeon— Mr.  J.  Breakey. 
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BELFxVST  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


LIST  OF  VICE-PRESIDENTS  AND  CONSULTING  STAFF, 

FROM  THE  FOUNDATION  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 


Year  of 

Appointment. 

Yice-Presideuts, 

Cons.  Physicians. 

Cons.  Surgeons. 

1792 

lion.  Cliicliester  SkefRngton,  M.P. 
Rev.  'William  Bristow,  Sovereign. 

Dr.  Halliday. 
Dr.  S.  M‘Tier. 

1809 

Rev.  Edward  May. 

Dr.  S.  Stephenson. 

1810 

•••  •••  ••• 

Dr.  Drennaii. 

1812 

Earl  of  Massereene. 
Francis  Turnley,  Esq.  ... 

— 

181G 

George  Bristow,  Esq.  ... 

— 

1819 

...  •••  •••  •• 

Dr.  Kennedy. 

1821 

Thomas  Veriier,  Esq.  ... 

— 

1822 

Dr.  H.  Purdon. 

1821 

John  M'Cance,  Esq.,  M.P. 

— 

1825 

John  Rowan,  Dsq. 

— 

1828 

Sir  Stephen  May. 

Dr.  J.  M'Donnell. 

Mr.  M‘Clune3^ 

• • • • • • • • • 

Mr.  Marshall. 

•••  »••  ••• 

Dr.  Forcade. 

1829 

Mr.  Moore. 

1830 

Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson. 

1831 

William  Tennent,  Esq.... 

Dr.  R.  Stephenson. 

1832 

W.  W.  Legge,  Esq. 

— 

18.34 

... 

Dr.  W.  Duncan.  ... 

Mr.  Quin. 

1835 

John  M‘Cance,  Esq. 
John  M‘Neile,  Esq. 
George  M'Cartney,  Esq. 

Dr.  Little. 

Mr.  Moore. 

183G 

Robert  Thomson,  Esq.  ... 

Dr.  M‘Cormac.  ... 

Mr.  Coffey. 

1841 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Dr.  Ts.  Thompson. 

184G 

Mayor  of  Belfast. 

Dr.  Andrews. 

Mr.  Moore. 

1848 

Lord  Bishop  of  Down  & Connor 

Dr.  J.  S.  Reid. 

1850 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop, 
hloderator  of  Belfast  Presbytery. 
Moderator  ofPresbytery  of  Antrim. 
Senior  of  the  Wesleyan  IMetho- 
dists. 

President  of  the  Queen’s  College. 
Lord  Chichester  M.P.  ... 

R.  J.  Tennent,  Esq.,  M.P. 

A Mulholland,  Esq.,  J.P. 

T.  H.  Purdon,  Esq.,  M.D. 
Tlioinas  Ferguson,  Esq. 

S.  K.  Mulholland,  Esq.,  J.P.  ... 

Dr.  W.  Mateer. 
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III. 

BELFAST  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  MANAGEMENT, 

FROM  THE  FOUNDATION  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 

[The  names  marked  thus  (*)  are  those  of  deceased  Members.] 


Appotntment.  AND  AVOCATION, S. 

1 792  *Rev.  Dr.  Bruce,  Pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Congregation. 
*Rev.  S.  Kelburn,  Pastor  of  the 
thirrl  Presbyterian  Congregation 
*Rev.  R.  Meade,  Minister  of  the 
Established  Church. 

*Rev.  P.  Vance,  Minister  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Congre- 
gation. 

*Jaines  M'Donnell,  M.  D. 

* William  Halliday,  M.  D. 

*Dr.  Apsley. 

*Dr.  White. 

*Dr.  S.  Mateer. 

♦Surgeon  J.  Bankhead. 

♦Surgeon  B.  Fuller. 

♦John  CAJiPBELL,,/?rsf  Treasurer. 

* Waddell  Cunningham,  Merchant. 
*J.  Holmes,  Banker. 

*Gilbert  MTlvecn,  of  Discount 
Office. 

♦William  Sinclair,  Linen  Mercht. 
’John  Ewing,  Banker. 

*Robert  Holmes,  Merchant. 

*R.  Bradshaw,  of  Discount  Office. 
’Hciuy  Joy,  Paper  Manufacturer. 
’Hill  Wallace. 

*S.  M‘Tier,  Merchant. 

179-1  *Val.  JoNES,y;Vst  Secretaiy 

♦Rev.  J.  Clark,  Cui'atc  of  Esta- 
blished Church. 

*W.  Seed,  Merchant. 

♦^'urgeon  M'Clelland. 

♦Alex.  Orr,  Merchant. 

•Miijor  R.  Wallace,  Army. 

•G.  Madden. 


Appoimmeut.  AND  AVOCATlON.S. 

1791  *J.  Ferguson,  Linen  Merchant. 

♦Geo.  Joy,  of  Wine-cellar  Com- 
pany 

Rev.  William  Batt. 

1797  *Vae.  Jones,  second  Treasurer. 

1 799  ♦Rev.  AVilliam  Bristow,  Vicar. 
♦Rev.  R.  Dobbs,  Curate. 
’Valentine  Jones,  Merchant. 

*J.  D.  Turnley,  Merchant. 

*W^M.  Clarke,  ihirdT'reusurer. 

1800  *Dr.  Halliday. 

1801  ’Surgeon  M‘Cluney. 

1802  ’Rout.  Dorbs,  second  Secretary. 
’John  Gregg. 

’Thomas  M‘Donnell,  Grocer. 

1800  ’Rev.  W.  A.  Holmes,  Curate. 

1809  ’James  Orr,  Northern  Bank. 

*Dr.  R.  Ten  KENT,  /bu?T/t  Treasurer. 
’Thomas,  Vance,  hlerchant. 

*John  Whittle,  Woollendraper. 

1810  ’John  M'Cracken,  Cotton-spinner. 
’Archer  Bayley. 

=*  C.  M‘G.  Skinner,  Police  ^Magistrate 
*Rev.  E.  Groves,  Estah.  Churcli. 
Jas.  Standheld,  Grocer. 

’W'’.  Aughiuleek,  Notary. 

’D.  Armstrong,  Woollendraper. 
’Lawson  Annesley,  Bleacher. 

’Jas.  Luke,  Merchant. 

’John  Ward,  Paper  manufacturer. 

1811  ’Rev.  S.  Hanna,  D.D. 

’Rev.  P.  Cassidy,  Roman  Catholic 
Curate. 

’Rev.  Ross  Jebb,  Curate  of  the 
Established  Church. 

1812  *Thos.  J.  Andrews,  Linen  Mercht. 


IV 


^ppnitiix 


Date  of 
Appointment. 


NAMES  AND  AVOCATIONS. 


Date  of 
Appointment. 


NAMES  AND  AVOCATIONS. 


1812  *J.  T.  Kennedy,  Mercluint. 

♦Kobekt  Calwell,  Banker,  Trea- 
surer to  the  Building  Fund. 

♦'William  Tennent,  Banker. 

*Dr.  Robert  M‘Gce. 

1813  Rev.  William  Bruce,  First  Pres- 

byterian Congregation. 

♦Rev.  Dr.  Crolly,  R.  C.  Primate. 

1815  *Adam  M‘Clean,  Merchant. 

*Rev.  W.  II.  Drummond,  Second 

Presbyterian  Congregation. 

1816  Michael  Andrews,  Damask  Manu- 

facturer. 

♦Rev.  J.  W.  Fea,  First  Incumbent 
of  St.  George's  Church. 

A.  B.  White. 

*Rev.  J.  Brown,  Curate. 

1817  *Rev.  W.  H.  M‘Ewcn,  Second  Pres- 

byterian Congregation. 

*Samuel  Bruce,  Notary. 

1818  *John  Sulfern,  Tobacconist. 

181U  *Alex.  ISIackay,  Proprietor  of  the 
Neics-Letter. 

* John  BARNETT,Tanner,  Ji/th  Trea- 
surer. 

A.  J.  Barnett. 

*Drummond  Anderson,  Proprietor 
of  the  Comma cial  Chronicle. 

J.  B.  Shannon,  Vitriol  Manu- 
facturer. 

1820  George  Ash,  hlei’chant. 

*Dr.  Samuel  Arrott. 

1821  *Gcorge  Suffern,  Mayor  in  1818. 
*Samuel  Hunter. 

^Matthew  Black,  Woollendrapcr. 
*Rev.  W.  St.  John  Smyth,  Curate. 
♦Arthur  Gamble,  Merchant. 

John  Hunter,  Merchant. 

William  M'Connell,  Merchant. 
Charles  Thomson,  Merchant. 
Robert  Getty,  hlerchant. 

Surgeon  (now  Dr.)  M‘Kibbin. 
1823  *Dr.  Robert  Coffey,  Professor  of 
Surgery. 

♦Professor  J.  Young,  L.  L.  D.,  Moral 
Philo.sophy  Chair. 

1821  Rev.  W.  Bland,  Incumbent  of  St. 
George’s. 

Henderson  Black. 

1825  ♦Dr.  G.  J.  Berwick. 

182G  ♦Rev.  Gorman  Gregg,  Established 
Church. 

♦Henry  Joy  Holmes,  Merchant. 
♦John  Dunville,  Merchant. 

John  Riddell,  Merchant. 

♦William  Ritchie,  Ship-builder. 
♦Henry  Rowan,  Distiller. 


1826  ♦Rev.  A.  C.  Macartney,  Vicar. 
♦William  Napier,  Merchant. 
♦Thomas  Mulholland,  first  Flax- 

spinner  in  Belfast. 

Robt.  Workman,  Muslin  Manu- 
fiicturer. 

James  Orr. 

James  M'Cleery,  Lagan  Naviga- 
tion Company. 

Edward  J.  Smyth,  Linen  Merchant 

1827  Rev.  T.  D.  Hincks,  Professor  of 

Hebrew. 

Henry  Black,  Merchant. 

William  Pirrie,  Merchant. 

John  Hind,  Flax-spinner. 

1828  ♦James  Thomson,  Professor  of 

Mathematics  in  Belfast,  and 
afterwards  in  Glasgow. 

J.  A.  O’Reilly. 

William  Turner. 

♦Thomas  Wallace,  Woollendraper. 
Robert  M'Clure. 

♦John  Milford,  Cotton-spinner. 

1829  ♦William  Cairns,  J.P. 

John  Claiuce,  J.P.,  sixth  Treas. 
John  Lamb,  Linendraper  and 
Traveller. 

Rev.  John  Chaine,  Dean. 

James  Campbell,  Cotton,  then 
Flax-spinner. 

♦James  Young,  Woollendraper. 

1830  ♦Thomas  Akcnhead,  Rope  Manu- 

facturer. 

Rev.  H.  Cooke,  D.D. 

Rev.  John  Porter. 

1831  ♦Robert  Gamble,  Merchant. 

♦John  Marshall,  Woollendraper. 

Robert  ]M‘Gce. 

James  Andrews,  jun..  Solicitor. 
Andrew  IMulholland,  J.  P.,  Flax- 
spinner. 

1832  Edmund  Getty,  Secretaiy  to  the 

Harbour  Commissioners. 

Robert  Gamble,  junior. 

Robert  Gordon,  Merchant. 

Rev.  J.  S.  Porter,  First  Presby- 
terian Congregation. 

A.  J.  Macrory,  Solicitor. 

1833  *John  Gray,  Hosier. 

J.  Stevelly,  L.  L.  D.,  Professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy. 

William  Thomson. 

1834  S.  G.  Fenton,  J.P.,  Linen  Mer- 

chant. 

James  Mateer. 

Adam  Hill,  Treasurer  to  the  Town 
Council. 


^ppcntitx 


V 


Date  of 
Appointment. 


NAMES  AND  AVOCATIONS. 


183-i  *Thomas  Bell,  junior,  Provision 
Merchant. 

1835  *ITugh  Halliday,  Woollendraper. 
*Dr.  Forcade,  Army  Surgeon. 

1836  James  Lemon. 

James  Stirling,  the  present  Mayor, 
li.  Montgomery,  Sandy-Mount. 
William  Carson,  Grocer. 

William  Thompson,  Grocer. 

1837  James  T.  Tennent,  present  High 

Sheriff. 

John  Sinclair,  Provision  Mercht. 
*Joseph  Gillis,  Provision  Merchant. 

1838  *A.  K.  Miller,  Vitriol  Manufacturer. 
*Dr.  Byrtt,  Army  Surgeon. 

James  Crawford,  Wine  Merchant. 

1839  *John  Stott. 

1840  *Kcv.  T.  Walker,  Vicar. 

* James  Blaiiv 

1842  Murray  Suffem. 

1843  *Thomas  Major. 

1 844  Frs.  M‘Cracken,  Cotton-spinner. 
William  Lepper,  Do. 
Gustavus  He yn,  Prussian  Consul, 

present  Treasurer. 

1845  Charles  Duffin,  Flax-spinner,  &c. 

* William  Mulholland,  Flax-spinner 
William  Dunville,  Merchant. 

1846  Alex.  Brennan,  Do. 


Date  of 
Appointment. 


NAMES  AND  AVOCATIONS. 


1846  *Rev.  Thomas  Walker,  Vicar. 

James  M ateer, 

*David  Moore,  Surgeon. 

Samuel  Archer,  Paper-manufactu- 
rer. 

James  MTntyre,  Publisher. 

1847  Dr.  Andrews,  V.  P.  of  Queen’s 

College. 

Dr.  Thomas  Reid. 

E.  Walkington,  Druggist. 

Charles  Lanyon,  Architect. 

Thos,  M'Cammon,  Tanner. 

Rev.  Dr.  Morgan. 

R.  Patterson,  Hardware  Mercht. 
H.  Murney,  Merchant. 

1848  Rev.  T.  F.  Miller,  Vicar. 

John  C.  Anderson,  Proprietor  of 
the  Commercial  Chronicle, 
William  Valentine,  Merchant. 
John  Getty,  Merchant. 

John  Dunn,  Shipowner. 

Robt.  S.  Lepper,  Cotton-spinners, 
and  Town  Councellor. 

W.  D.  Henderson,  Merchant. 

1849  Robert  Roddy,  Linen  Merchant. 
Thos.  Sinclair,  Provision  Mercht. 
James  Kennedy,  Muslin  Manu.  ' 

1850  Gordon  Thompson. 

Samuel  Browne,  R.N. 
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IV. 

LIST  OF  THE  ]\fEDICAL  ATTENDANTS, 

Date  of 
Appointment. 

TO  DISTKICTS. 

HOS] 

Phj'siciaiis. 

PITAL. 

Surgeons. 

1792 

Dr.  M‘Donnell. 

•••  •••  ••• 

Dr.  White. 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

Mr.  Fuller. 

•••  •••  ••• 

Mr.  M‘Clelland. 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

Mr.  M‘Cluney. 

...  ... 

1794 

Mr.  J.  Bankhead. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

Dr.  Apsley. 

...  ...  ... 

1796 

Dr.  Samuel  Stephenson. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1797 

•••  •••  ••• 

Dr.  M‘Donnell. 

1800 

•••  •••  ••• 

Dr.  S.  M.  Stephenson. 

1801 

Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson  ... 

...  ...  ...  ... 

Mr.  M'Cluney. 

1807 

Dr.  Ferguson  ... 

...  ...  ...  ... 

Mr.  Marshall. 

1808 

Dr.  Stott,  

...  .««  ...  ... 

1809 

Mr.  Bell  

...  ...  ...  ... 

1810 

•••  •••  ••• 

Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson. 

1814 

Dr.  Drummond 

Dr.  Drummond. 

1818 

•••  •««  •••  ••• 

Dr.  E.  Stephenson. 

1819 

Dr.  E.  Stephenson.  ... 

...  ...  ... 

1820 

Dr.  Forcade. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

Dr.  Forcade. 

Mr.  Arrott  

...  ...  ...  ... 

1821 

Mr.  Moore. 

...  ...  ...  ... 



...  ...  ...  ... 

Mr.  Moore. 

1822 

Mr.  M'Cleery. 

Mr.  CotFey. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

I 

1824 

Dr.  Millar. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

^Ir.  Aickin. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1825 

Mr  M‘Cabe. 

...  ...  ... 

1 

1826 

Dr.  B.  Thompson. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

t 

Dr.  Wilson 

Dr.  B.  Thompson 

Mr.  Coffey. 

1827 

Dr.  Kidley  

S.  Wilson  

Mr.  M'Kibben. 

Dr  T.  11.  Purdon. 

...  ...  •••  ... 

Dr.  Berwick 

Dr.  M‘Cabe  

Mr.  M‘Cleery. 

1828 

Dr.  Little. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

Dr  M‘Cormac. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1829 

Dr.  M'Dowell 

Dr.  Duncan  ... 

Mr.  W.  Quin. 

Dr.  W.  M‘Gee 

Dr.  Little. 

1830 

Dr.  J.  Bryson. 

...  •••  •••  •*. 

] 

Dr,  Murray. 

...  ...  ...  ... 

i 

Mr.  M ‘Burney. 

S.  M'Connac. 

1831 

Mr.  Officer 

Dr.  M‘Mechan. 

1832 

Dr.  M'Mechan 

...  ...  ... 

Mr.  Wales. 

Dr.  Hawthorne 

1833 

Dr.  W.  Mateer 

...  •••  ... 

Dr.  J.  Bryson.  j 

Mr  Kendall. 

...  •••  .*•  ••• 

! 

Dr.  Lynch. 

...  ...  ••• 

1 

1 

Mr.  MuiTay. 

...  ...  ... 

1834 

Dr.  Johnson  ... 

Dr.  W.  Mateer 

Dr.  T.  H.  Purdon. 

1835 

Dr.  Kuttlcdge... 

Dr.  Johnson  ... 

hir.  Wales. 

Dr  J.  S.  Mulholland... 

Dr.  T.  Thompson. 

1 

1 

1886 

Dr  T.  Thompson. 

j 

i. 
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Year  of 

Appointment. 

TO  DISTRICTS. 

TO  HO£ 

Physician. 

iPITAL. 

Physicians. 

183G 

1837 

1838 

Dr.  Sanders. 

Dr.  Adams. 

Dr.  S.  Bryson. 

Dr.  Andrews. 

Dr  J.  D.  Marshall  ... 

M 

Dr.  Andrews 

Dr.  Sanders. 

1839 

1840 

1841 

Dr.  R.  Bryce. 

Mr.  W.  Johnston. 
Mr.  Rowan. 

Dr.  James  Reid. 
Dr.  Hunter. 

Dr.  Moffat. 

Dr.  Sheils. 

Mr.  Large. 

Mr.  F.  O’Neill. 
Mr.  Aickin 
Dr.  Beck 

Dr.  James  S.  Reid  ... 
Dr.  Sheil 

Dr.  Hunter. 

1842 

1843 

Mr.  Clarke 

Dr.  Charles  Purdon  ... 
Dr.  Gordon. 

Mr.  Mawhinuey. 

Dr.  Dill. 

Dr.  H.  Stewart. 

Mr.  Harkin. 

Dr.  Malcolm. 

Dr.  Moffat. 

1844 

1846 

Dr.  J.  Moore. 

Dr.  Donnelly. 

Mr.  Anderson. 
Connexion  between  Dis- 

Dr.  Malcolm  ... 

Dr.  J.  Moore. 

1847 

pensary  and  Hospital 
ceased. 

Dr.  Gordon. 

1848 

•••  •••  ••• 

Dr.  Pirrie 

Dr.  H.  Stewart. 

1849 

•••  •••  ••• 

Dr.  Lynch 

Mr.  Lamont. 

1851 

•»  •••  ••• 

Mr.  Browne. 

V. 

LIST  OF  APOTHECARIES  AND  HOUSE  SURGEONS. 


Date  of 
Appointment. 

Apothecary. 

House  Surgeon. 

1722 

Mr.  Hull 

— 

1795 

Mr.  Devlin. 

— 

1807 

Mr.  Murray. 

— 

1808 

Mr.  Harrison 

— 

1810 

Mr.  J.  Blakely 

— 

1812 

Mr.  W.  Dalzell.  ... 

— 

1819 

Mr.  A.  Martin. 

— 

1822 

Mr.  Walker. 

— 

1824 

Mr.  John  Aickin 

— 

1833 

Mr.  W.  J.  Thompson. 

— 

1836 

Mr.  J.  C.  Bell 

— 

1837 

Mr.  Lamont. 

— 

1838 

Mr.  W.  Johnston. 

1839 

Mr.  E.  Ring. 

Mr.  Lamont. 

1847 

•••  ••• 

Mr.  A.  Anderson. 

1848 

•••  f««  ••• 

Mr.  J.  W.  Murphy. 
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VI. 

GOVERNMENT,  PRIVILEGES,  DUTIES,  &c. 


THE  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Charity  is  under  the  direction  of  a 
President,  elected  for  life. 

Vice-President — Number  not  defined, 
elected  for  life,  being  original  Subscribers 
of  £100  and  upwards,  or  appointed  as  Hono- 
rary. 

Life-Governors,  or  Donors  of  £o0. — 
Number,  at  present,  15. 

The  Cojimittee  of  Management,  con- 
sisting of  21  IMembers  and  a Treasurer, 
elected  by  the  Subscribers  of  One  Guinea 
and  upwards.  Seven  retire  annually,  but  are 
re-eligible. 

A Consulting  Staff  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  apjiointed  after  eight  or  more 
years’  service  as  Attendants. 

The  Attending  Staff  of  four  Physi- 
cians and  four  Surgeons,  elected  by  the 
Subscribers  of  One  Guinea  and  upwards. 
One  Physician  and  one  Surgeon  retire  an- 
nually, but  are  rc-eligible. 

privileges. 

The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Life 
Governors,  and  Consulting  Staff,  the  Senior 
Attending  Physician,  and  Surgeon,  are  ex 


officio  Member^  of  Committee,  and  may  vote 
at  their  meetings. 

Suberibers  of  One  Guinea  and  upwards, 
only,  have  votes  at  the  election  of  Mem- 
bers of  Committee  and  the  Medical  Officers. 

The  Attending  Staff  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  superintend  such  affairs  of  the 
Hos|iital,  as  relate  to  the  treatment  of  the 
patients,  for  whose  care  they  are  res])onsible. 
The  Committee  of  Management  elect  all 
the,  suboruinate  officers,  and  direct  the  ge- 
neral management  of  the  Ilosiiital. 

DUTIES 

OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  MANAGEMENT. 

To  meet  once  a week,  on  a stated  day,  for 
the  hearing  of  petitions  for  admission,  &c., 
and  the  Reports  of  the  House  Surgeon — to 
raise  annual  supplies  for  the  support  of  the 
Hospital — to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the 
resident  officials — to  keep  the  Hospital  in 
every  requisite — to  pass  the  accounts — to 
a])point  one  of  their  number  as  weekly 
Orderly,  and  generally  consider  any  matters 
touching  the  management  or  interests  of 
the  Hospital,  which  may  be  submitted  to 
them. 


VII. 

REGULATIONS  OF  THE  ATTENDING  STAFF. 


DUTIES. 

To  give  eveiy  necessarj-  attention  to  the 
care  of  the  I’atients  entrusted  to  their 
charge ; to  exercise  complete  control  over 
all  the  officials  who  are  engaged  in  canying 
out  their  instructions,  as  regards  dietary, 
medicines,  and  all  Medical  and  Surgical 
appliances. 

To  visit  the  Wards  at  stated  days,  and 
hours,  and  deliver  Clinical  Lectures  each 
Session  to  the  Pupils,  and  generally  attend 
to  their  instruction  and  behaviour  on  all 
occasions.  . 


RULES  FOR  ELECTION. 

The  Staff  of  Acting  Medical  Attendants, 
to  consist  of  four  Physicians  and  four  Sur- 
geons, to  be  elected  according  to  the  follow- 
ing regulations : — 

] . The  Candidates  for  the  Office  of  Phy- 
sician, to  be  eligible  for  election,  must  be 
Graduates  of  the  University  of . Dublin, 
London,  Edinburgh,  or  Glasgow. 

...2.  The  candidates  for  the  office  of  Sur- 
geon, to  be  eligible  for  election,  must  be 
Members,  or  Licentiates,  or  Fellows  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Dublin,  Lon- 
don, or.  Edinburgh. 


IX 


2.  They  must  have  been  qualified  as 
practitioners,  from  one  or  other  of  these 
Colleges,  in  Belfast,  for  at  least  five  years ; 
or,  elsewliere,  for  at  least  ten  years ; or  have 
previously  held  oflSce  on  the  Attending 
Staff.  Two  years’  practice  in  the  Bel- 
fast General  Hospital,  as  House-Surgeon, 
to  he  considered  equivalent  to  one  year’s 
practice  in  Town  ; and  such  House-Surgeon 
must  have  a Degree  or  Diploma,  as  the 
case  may  require,  two  yeai's  prior  to  date  of 
election. 

3.  There  shall  be  an  election  eveiy  year, 
for  one  Physician  and  one  Surgeon,  in  the 
room  of  those  who  have  had  priority  on 
the  poll  at  the  first  election,  and  who  retire 
annually  in  this  order,  but  are  re-eligible. 

4.  Of  the  four  Physicians  and  four  Sur- 
geons elected,  at  the  first  General  Election, 
not  more  than  one  of  each  to  be  a j unior,  i.e., 
one  who  has  not  acted  as  Physieian  or  Sur- 
geon to  this  Hospital  for  one  j'ear. 


5.  The  Candidates  for  the  office  of 
Physician  or  Surgeon  shall  not  keep  a shop, 
nor  vend  drugs,  directly  or  indirectly,  ex- 
cept those  who,  on  the  faith  of  a former 
law,  gave  their  gratuitous  services  to  the 
Hospital  or  Dispensary,  for  two  or  more 
years. 

6.  In  the  event  of  a vacancy,  arising  by 
death  or  resignation,  the  person  temporarily 
elected,  shall  vacate  at  the  time  when  the 
l>eriod  of  office  of  the  person  vacating 
would  otherwise  have  expired ; and  such 
vacancies  shall  be  tilled  by  those  who  Avere 
highest  on  the  list,  among  the  unsuccessful 
candidates. 

7.  After  an  attendance  of  eight  years, 
any  Physician  or  Surgeon  shall  be  entitled 
to  be  placed  on  the  consultation  list ; and 
also  no  Physician  or  Surgeon  shall  hold 
office  for  longer  than  twenty-four  years. 


VIII. 

REGULATIONS  RESPECTING  THE  MEDICAL  DUTIES  OF 

THE  HOUSE-SURGEON. 


1.  The  House-Surgeon,  or,  in  his  absence, 
his  Assistant,  to  be  in  constant  attendance 
at  the  Hospital,  to  receive  and  attend  to  all 
accidents  and  cases,  admitted  night  or  day  ; 
but  it  is  understood  that  it  is  his  imperative 
duty  to  be  as  much  as  possible  in  close  at- 
tendance at  the  Hospital. 

2.  On  the  admission  of  every  urgent  case, 
he,  or  his  Assistant,  is  to  report,  in  Avriting, 
immediately  to  the  attending  Physician  or 
Surgeon. 

3.  At  the  daily  visits  of  the  attending 
Physician  or  Surgeon,  he,  or  his  Assistant, 
is  required  to  report  to  them  the  state  of 
their  respective  patients,  and  such  change 
as  may  have  taken  place  during  the  inteiim 
of  their  visits. 

4.  For  the  better  fulfilment  of  this  duty, 
he,  or  his  Assistant,  shall  visit  such  patients 
each  night  and  each  morning.  In  the  event 
of  there  being  no  Clinical  Clerk  or  Dresser 
appointed,  or  present,  he,  or  his  Assistant, 

C 


is  required  to  accompany  the  attending  Phj^- 
sician  or  Surgeon,  and  to  act  in  the  above 
capacities  when  it  is  required. 

5.  On  the  admission  of  every  case,  he  is 
required  to  note  doAvm  in  the  Case  Book 
the  history,  symptoms,  and  previous  treat- 
ment, for  the  information  of  the  attending 
Physician  or  Surgeon  ; also  to  place  a card 
over  tho  bed-head  of  each  patient,  Avith  the 
number  of  the  bed,  on  Avliich  he  shall  in- 
scribe the  name,  age,  time  of  admission,  hoAV 
long  ill,  name  of  Medical  Attendant,  and 
scale  of  diet.  This  card  to  be  signed  by 
the  Medical  Attendant  on  the  day  of  admis- 
sion, and  the  day  of  discharge  or  death, 
noting  the  disease,  and  returned  to  the 
House  Surgeon  for  entry  in  the  Register. 

6.  He  is  required  to  keep  an  accurate 
daily  register  of  the  patients  dietary,  ad- 
mission, deaths,  and  dismissals,  according 
to  the  pi'inted  forms  noAV  in  use. 

7.  He  shall  give  notice  to  each  Member 
of  the  attending  Staff  of  all  operations,  and 


shall  be  in  attendance  and  give  such  assis- 
tance as  may  be  required. 

8.  He  shall,  under  the  direction  of  one 
of  the  Medieal  Attendants,  perforin  all 
jiost  viortem  examinations  that  may  he 
required. 

9.  lie  shall  have  eharge  of  all  the  sur- 
gical instruments  and  apparatus,  and  keep 
same  in  good  order  for  immediate  use,  and 
submit  same  to  the  inspection  of  the  Staff, 
at  their  monthly  meeting,  together  with 
the  Registry  of  all  Cases,  for  examinaton 
and  confirmation. 

10.  He  is  to  observe  that  no  patient  leave 
the  Hospital  udthout  the  permission  of  the 
Medieal  Attendant,  or  the  express  order  of 
the  Committee. 

11.  He  shall  have  charge  over  all  the 
Nurses  and  other  subordinates,  and  shall 
have  the  power  of  fining  or  dismissing  them 
for  neglect  or  impropriety  of  conduct,  with 


the  concurrence  of  the  Orderly  or  one  of 
the  Medical  Staff ; and,  in  every  such  case, 
he  shall  report  the  whole  circumstance  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

12.  He  shall  exercise  supervision  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Pupils  while  visiting  the 
Hospital,  and  report  every  instance  of  im- 
propriety to  the  Medical  Staff  and  to  the 
Committee. 

13.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  see  that  the 
interior  of  the  Hospital  and  premises  are 
kept  in  as  clean  and  wholesome  a condition 
as  possible,  and  make  such  suggestions  for 
improvement  to  the  Medical  Staff  and  Com- 
mittee as  may  occur  to  him. 

14.  The  Assistant  shall  be  under  the  im- 
mediate directions  of  the  House  Surgeon  ; 
and  shall  discharge  all  such  duties  as  he 
may  require,  with  the  exception  of  those 
which  the  House  Surgeon  is  enjoined  per- 
sonally to  perform. 


IX. 


REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  ADMISSION  OF  PATIENTS. 


Two  kinds  of  Relief  are  afforded  by  this 
Charity : — 

I. — IXTERX ; OR  THE  TREATMENT  OE 

Patients  in  the  Hospital  Wards  : 

1.  Patients  of  this  class  ordinarily  receive 
admission,  on  written  recommendations  of 
a Guinea  Subscriber,  approved  of  by  the 
Medical  Staff  and  the  Committee,  who  ex- 
amine such  certificates*  at  the  weekly  Board 

2.  Urgent  cases  of  Accident  receive  in- 
stant admission,  at  all  times,  day  or  night, 
Avithout  any  recommendation. 


3 Urgent  cases  of  illness  properly  cer- 
tifiedfby  any  of  the  Attending  Staff,  receive 
admission  at  all  times,  in  like  manner. 

4.  Pay-Patients,  in  Fever,  attended  on 
certificate  of  any  Medical  Practitioner,  for 
the  weekly  sum  of  7s.;  One  Guinea  paid 
in  advance.  Pay-Patients,  ill  of  other  dis- 
eases, admitted  by  certificate  of  hlcdical 
Staff,  approved  of  by  Committee,  for  sums 
varying  according  to  circumstances. 

II. — Extern  : 

1.  Cases  of  minor  Accidents  are  attended 
to  CA-eiy  morning  at  10  o’clock. 


* BELFAST  GENERAL  HOSBITAL. 

We  know  the  Beai-er  residing  at  and  recommend 

a fit  object  to  bo  admitted  to  the  General  Hospital;  and  believe  to  be 

pay  towards  support  while  there 

(Signed), 


as 

to 


I have  examined  the  above  Patient,  who  is  affected  with 


Two  Subscribers  of  One  Guinea 
and  upwards. 


and  consider  it  a fit  case  for  admission. 


Belfast, 

Admit  the  above 


(Signed) 

185 

COMMITTEE  ROOM, 

weeks. 


185 


185 


) Chairman  of 
I Committee. 


+ Belfast, 

Please  admit  into  the  day  of 

affected -with  now  residing  at  in  order  to  come 

I certify  that  this  case  is  urgent,  requiring  immediate  attention,  and  will  not  admit  of  delaj,  in 
before  the  Committee  on  Tuesday  next,  without  serious  danger  to  the  patient. 


Ward  of  the  Hospital 

el  ay. 

Signed, 


^pfpfenlitx* 
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2.  Cases  of  disease  are  examined  and 
receive  advice,  on  Monday,  W ednesday,  and 
Friday  mornings,  at  11  o’clock.  No  re- 
commendation required. 


3.  Patients  requiring  medicinal  Baths 
receive  such  at  the  Hospital,  on  producing 
the  Certificate  of  a Medical  Practitioner  ; 
on  payment  (if  able)  of  a small  sum. 


X. 

REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  PATIENTS. 


1.  Every  Patient,  upon  being  received 
into  the  Hospital,  shall  be  immediately  un- 
dressed, have  the  head,  face,  hands  and  feet 
thoroughly  cleansed,  and,  after  being  sup- 
plied with  the  house  clothing,  shall  be  put 
into  the  Ward  and  Bed  allotted  by  the 
House  Sukgeox. 

2.  There  shall  not  be  any  loud  talking, 
icliistling,  or  other  unseemly  noise  made  in 
any  ofthe  Wards ; andtheNurses  are  strictly 
enjoined  forthwith  to  report  every  such  dis- 
turbance to  the  House  Surgeon  or  the 
Assistant  House  Surgeon,  that  such  steps 
may  be  adopted  as  the  case  may  require. 

3.  Smoking  in  the  Hospital  is  strictly  pro- 
hibited ; and  every  Patient  found  smoking, 
dirtying  the  Wards,  or  in  any  way  injming 
the  property  of  the  Hospital,  shall  be  re- 
ported to  the  House  Surgeon  or  the  As- 
sistant House  Surgeon,  to  be  dealt  with 
as  the  Medical  Attendant  may  direct. 

4.  No  Patient  is  on  any  account  to  go 
about  the  Wards,  or  along  the  Lobbies, 
either  undressed  or  with  any  of  the  bed- 
clothes as  a covering,  but  shall  wear  the 


dressing-gown  provided  ; and  this  dress  is 
only  to  be  worn  when  visiting  the  water- 
closet. 

5.  Commlescents,  while  they  may,  by  the 
permission  of  the  Medical  Attendant,  have 
their  own  clothing  to  wear,  shall  not,  on  any 
account  be  permitted  to  stroll  into  the  other 
Wards  or  along  the  Lobbies,  save  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  water-closet. 

G.  Male  Patients  shall  not,  on  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  visit  the  female  Wards,  nor 
enter  the  Nurse’s  rooms,  kitchen  or  wash- 
houses ; and  any  such  Patient  so  transgres- 
sing|shall,  for  the  first  offence,  be  admonished, 
and  for  the  second,  be  forthwith  dismissed 
the  Hospital. 

7.  All  patients  in  the  Hospital  are  re- 
quired to  pay  strict  attention  to  the  orders 
of  the  House  Surgeon  and  the  Assistant 
House  Surgeon  ; and  every  Patient  guilty 
of  disobeying  such  orders  shall,  if  persisting 
in  that  disobedinece,  be  dismissed  the  Hos- 
pital. 

Note — The  above  Rules  shall  be  read 
to  every  Patient,  on  being  admitted. 


XI. 

ADMISSION  OF  VISITERS. 


Visitors  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Pa- 
tients in  this  Institution  only  on  Sundays, 
at  Two  o’cloek,  except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency. They  will  be  allowed  to  remain  one 
hour. 

Any  Visitor  detected  bringing  in  any 
article,  such  as  Whiskey,  Tobacco,  Fruit, 
&c.,  shall  be  liable  to  Expulsion,  and  'will 
not  gain  admission  on  any  future  occasion. 

1.  The  Porter  shall  not  on  any  account 
permit  any  person  not  connected  with  the 
Hospital  to  pass  through  the  gates  wthont 
first  acquainting  either  the  House  Surgeon 
or  the  Assistant  House  Surgeon.  For  this 


pmqiose  eithor  he  or  a trustworthy  substitute 
shall  be  constantly  in  the  Porter’s  Lodge, 
from  7 A.M.  till  9 P.  M.,  daily. 

1 . On  the  days  when  Patients  attend  the 
extern  Department,  strict  care  shall  be 
taken  that  none  of  them  enter  the  Wards, 
unless  by  the  direct  sanction  of  the  House 
Surgeon  or  the  Assistant  House  Sui-geon. 

3.  On  no  account  shall  any  gi-atuity  be 
received  by  the  Porter  or  any  other  Servant 
within  the  establishment,  on  pain  of  Dis- 
missal ; and  Visitors  are  specially  requested 
not  to  offer  such. 


xil  ^ppentiix* 

XII. 

REGULATIONS  AND  DUTIES  FOR  NURSES. 


It  is  requisite  that  each  Nurse,  as  well  as 
each  Assistant,  must  be  able  to  read  and 
write. 

No  person  can  fill  the  office  of  Nurse, 
without  having  served  as  Assistant. 

Every  N urse  is  entitled  to  leave  of  absence 
two  evenings  in  each  week — Sunday  and 
also  on  Tuesday  or  Thursday  Evening,  and 
must  return  at  a quarter  past  Niue  o’clock 
in  Winter,  from  1st  October  till  31st  March, 
and  a Quarter  till  Ten  in  Summer,from  1st 
April  till  30th  September. 

Any  Nurse  or  other  Servant  trespassing 
the  above  Regulations,  Avill,  for  the  first 
offence  be  fined — for  the  second,  dismissed. 

No  Nurse  will  be  allowed  out  of  the 
Hospital  any  day  till  after  the  visit  of  the 
Physician  or  Surgeon  in  attendance. 

Every  Nurse  is  expected  to  rise  at  Seven 
o’cloek  in  the  morning. 

The  duty  of  each  will  he  : — 

To  receive  from  the  Night  Nurse  a cor- 
rect histoiy  of  the  Patient  during  the  night, 
marking  well  any  change  or  other  important 
circumstance  which  may  have  occured  to 
any  Patient  during  the  night. 

To  see  as  accurately  as  possible  that  Wine, 
Nourishment,  and  .Medicine,  have  been 
delivered  to  each  Patient  as  was  ordered. 

To  have  the  face  and  hands  of  each  Pa- 
tient washed  thoroughly  every  morning, 
and  to  give  notice  to  the  Porter  when  any 
may  require  to  be  shaved. 

To  superintend  and  assist  in  the  regulation 
of  the  Wards,  and  also  in  the  distribution 
of  food. 

To  have  the  Prescription  and  Case  Books 
as  well  aspens  and  ink  in  their  proper  place, 
and  be  dressed,  ready  to  attend  the  Physi- 
cian or  Surgeon  in  his  visit  to  the  Wards. 
As  soon  as  the  visit  is  over,  she  shall  at  once 
proceed  to  cany  out  the  instructions  of  the 
Medical  Attendant,  and  give  every  assis- 
tance to  the  Clinical  Clerks,  and  Dresser  of 
the  Wards. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  day  she  will 
be  as  much  as  possible  in  the  Wards,  admi- 
nistering the  Medicines,  Nourishment,  &c. 
which  may  have  been  ordered. 

When  the  Night  Nurse  comes  on  duty, 
at  Ten  o’clock,  she  will  take  her  round  the 
Wards,  and  point  out  to  her  each  par- 


ticular case,  and  give  those  directions  and 
instructions  which  may  tend  to  the  comfort 
and  welfare  of  the  Patients  during  the  night. 

Each  Nurse  shall  be  held  accountable 
for  the  negligence  or  want  of  attention  in 
any  of  her  Assistants  ; also,  for  the  state 
of  the  Wards  over  which  she  has  charge. 

Each  Assistant  Nurse  is  expected  to  rise 
every  morning  at  Six  o’clock. 

Her  duties  are — To  obey  the  directions 
of  the  Nurse  under  whom  she  is  placed. 

To  wash  and  thoroughly  cleanse  each 
Ward  and  Lobby  daily,  as  well  as  the  stairs 
leading  from  those  Lobbies. 

To  empty  all  slops  or  other  nuisances, 
and  to  properly  wash  the  vessels  containing 
such. 

She  will  cany  up  the  food  and  give  it 
to  the  Patients,  always  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Nurse ; after  meals  she  shall  im- 
mediately have  all  such  vessels  washed  and 
put  in  their  proper  place,  as  were  required 
for  such  food. 

The  Night  Nurse  is  expected  to  come  on 
duty  at  Ten  o’clock,  at  which  time  she  will 
at  once  proceed  to  receive  from  the  Day 
Nurse  the  directions  and  instructions  which 
each  Patient  may  require.  To  see  that  she 
has  received  proper  supplies  ot  Nurishment, 
Drinks,  and  Medicines,  during  the  night — 
and  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  Resi- 
dent Medical  Officer,  of  any  bad  symptom 
or  change  which  may  occur  to  any  Patient. 
In  the  morning  she  will  relate  to  the  Day 
Nurse  anything  of  importance  which  may 
have  occurred  in  the  Wards  during  the 
night.  She  will  make  up  the  beds  and 
idace  them  in  a settled  state. 

N.  B. — ^The  infringement  of  any  of  the 
above  Rules,  will,  for  the  first  two  offences, 
be  visited  with  a fine — for  the  third,  dis- 
missal. 

No  Nurse  or  Assistant  is  allowed,  on  any 
account,  to  punish  any  Patient  of  this  Hos- 
pital, for  disobedience  or  misbehaviour  in 
the  Wards,  by  stopping  their  supplies  of 
food  or  otherwise.  She  is  expected  to  treat 
them  all  with  kindness  and  tenderness : 

I and  if  any  Patient  should  happen  to  become 
1 ungovernable,  she  will  at  once  report  the 
circumstance. 


^ppenlrix,  xili 

XIII . 

DUTIES  OF  HEAD  NURSE. 


1.  To  receive  all  Patients  admitted  into 
the  Hospital ; to  sec  that  they  arc  thoroughly 
washed  and  clean,  and  supplied  with  clean 
linen  and  bedding,  and  their  clothes  imme- 
diately ticketed  and  stored. 

2.  To  , see  that  the  beds  are  made,  and 
the  Wards  well  cleaned  out  and  aired,  every 
morning. 

3.  To  see  that  the  Patients  arc  kept  clean 
at  all  times. 

4.  To  see  that  they  are  supplied  with  their 
possets,  and  that  they  are  properly  and  com- 
fortably supplied  with  their  rations. 

5.  To  have  the  sole  charge  of  all  the 
clothing  and  furniture  in  the  Hospital,  bed 
and  bedding,  and  to  make  up  and  mend 
when  required. 


G.  To  have  charge  of  the  Wash-house,  the 
washing  of  the  clothes,  and  the  forwarding 
to  and  receiving  from  the  Wash-house  of 
all  clothes ; and  to  sec  that  they  arc  returned 
in  proper  order. 

7.  To  have  charge  of  all  the  nurses,  night 
and  day  medicine  nurses  and  assistants,  and 
look  alter  all  articles  of  clothing  &c.,  en- 
trusted to  them. 

8.  To  know  when  the  nurses  go  out  and 
return,  and  to  look  strictly  after  their  con- 
duct, and  report  to  the  House-Surgeon  any 
impropriety  or  misconduct. 

9.  To  visit  all  the  Wards,  on  all  oppor- 
tunities ; to  look  particularly  after  the  state 
of  the  beds,  bedding,  and  the  w.ards  generally, 
and  to  sec  that  both  day  and  night-nui'scs 
are  always  at  their  posts. 


XIV, 

DIETARY. 


rUT.L  DIET. 

Hkeakeast. — 8 oz.  bread  and  1 pint  tea. 
Dinner. — 8 oz.  beef  and  8oz.  bread,  or  Jib. 

potatoes  .and  4oz.  bread. 

SurrER. — Goz.  meal  and  1 pint  buttermilk. 

HALF  DIET. 

Breakfast. — 8oz.  bread  and  1 pint  tea. 
Dinner. — 4oz.  bread,  4oz.  beef,  and  1 pint 
broth. 

Suffer. — 4oz.  meal  and  1 pint  buttermilk. 

LOW  DIET. 

Breakfast. — 4oz.  bread  and  1 pint  sweet 
milk. 


Dinner. — 4oz.  bread  and  1 pint  broth. 
Suffer. — 4oz.  meal  and  1 pint  sweet  milk. 

SFOON  diet. 

Breakfast. — 4oz.  bread  and  1 pint  tea. 
Dinner. — 1 pint  sweet  and  1 pint  butter- 
milk. 

Suffer. — 4oz.  bread  and  1 pint  tea. 

N.B. — Wlien  extras,  such  as  eggs,  arrow- 
root,  &c.,  arc  ordered  by  the  Medical  Atten- 
dants, such  patients  sliall  not  be  on  any 
scale  of  diet  above  low  diet. 


c 
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BELFAST  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


ORIGINAL  SUBSCRIBERS  OF  £10  AND  UPWARDS  TOWARDS  THE 
BUILDING  OF  THE  FEVER  HOSPITAL,  1813-17-19. 


£ 

s. 

il 

£ 

s. 

ll 

Belfast  Banking  Co.  ... 

113 

15 

0 

Samuel  Campbell,  

11 

7 

G 

Commercial  Do. 

113 

15 

0 

Berwick  & Ash,  

11 

7 

G 

Northern  Do. 

113 

15 

0 

Blow,  Ward,  & Co., 

11 

7 

G 

Francis  Turnley, 

70 

0 

0 

Robert  Tenneiit  M.D., 

11 

7 

G 

Karl  Massereene, 

50 

0 

0 

W.  Thomson,  ... 

11 

7 

G 

Robert  Bateson, 

50 

0 

0 

M‘Cammon,  Milford,  Bayley, 

11 

7 

G 

J ohn  T lu'uley, ... 

50 

0 

0 

W.  Simms, 

11 

7 

G 

William  Clarke,  

50 

0 

0 

J.  S.  Ferguson, 

11 

7 

G 

Mrs.  Clarke,  ... 

50 

0 

0 

Tcnnent  & M‘Conuell, 

11 

7 

G 

James  M‘ Donnell  M.D., 

50 

0 

0 

John  Getty,  

11 

7 

G 

John  Alexander,  & Co., 

50 

0 

0 

Ramsay  & Garrett,  

11 

7 

G 

George  Langtry, 

50 

0 

0 

S.  S.  Thomson  M.D., 

11 

7 

G 

Thomas  Lyle, ... 

25 

0 

0 

W.  Halliday  M.D.,  

11 

7 

G 

John  MHvenzie  & Co., 

25 

0 

0 

Tomb  & Holmes, 

11 

7 

G 

Hugh  Kennedy, 

25 

0 

0 

John  Vance,  ... 

11 

7 

G 

James  T.  Kennedy, 

25 

0 

0 

T.  J.  Andrews,  & Co., 

11 

7 

G 

Cunningham  Gregg,  ... 

25 

0 

0 

R.  & A.  Gordon, 

11 

7 

6 

W.  & Jos.  Stevenson, 

25 

0 

0 

Samuel  Gibson, 

11 

7 

G 

Montgomery,  Staples  & Co.,  ... 

25 

0 

0 

James  Luke,  ... 

11 

7 

G 

Hill  Hamilton, 

25 

0 

0 

II.  Joy, 

11 

7 

G 

John  Bell  & Co.,  

25 

0 

0 

W.  Park,  

11 

7 

G 

John  M‘Cracken, 

25 

0 

0 

Andrew  Marshall,  Surgeon,  ... 

11 

7 

G 

A Fi'iend,  ...  

25 

0 

0 

Robert  MUluney,  Surgeon,  ... 

11 

7 

5 

Holmes,  and  Barklie, 

25 

0 

0 

John  Barnett, 

11 

7 

G 

Cortland  M‘G.  Skinner, 

22 

15 

5 

W.  Walt,  

11 

7 

G 

JohnMUance, 

20 

0 

0 

Samuel  Smith, 

11 

7 

G 

Hugh  M‘Calmont, 

20 

0 

0 

Adam  M'Clean, 

11 

7 

G 

Crawford,  and  Wallace, 

15 

0 

0 

.lolin  Martin,  ... 

11 

7 

(! 

James  Boomer, 

15 

0 

0 

John  Cunningham,  ... 

11 

7 

G 

Alexander  Mackay, 

14 

1 

0 

J.  & W.  Sutfern,  

10 

0 

0 

Thomas  Batt, ... 

11 

7 

0 

T.  Verner,  

10 

0 

0 

J.^& T.  Cunningham,  ... 

11 

7 

G 

W.  Cairns 

10 

0 

0 

James  Cunningham,  ... 

11 

7 

0 

L.  Annesley,  ... 

10 

0 

0 

John  M‘Crum, 

11 

7 

G 

SUBSCRIBERS  OF  £10  AND  UPWARDS  TOWARDS  THE  BUILDING 

OF 

A NEW  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  HOSPITAL,  1843-44. 

The  greater  portion  of  tlie  sum  subscribed,  afterwards  appropriated  to  the  Enlargement 
and  Improvement  of  the  original  building,  to  form  the  present  General  Hospital,  1848. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Andrew  Mulholland,  ... 

...  100 

0 

0 

Richard  Davison, 

...  50 

0 

0 

S.  K.  Mulholland, 

...  100 

0 

0 

William  Gray,  ... 

...  50 

0 

0 

Thomas  Ferguson, 

...  100 

0 

0 

Robert  Montgomery,  ... 

...  50 

0 

0 

Henry  Purdon,  M.D.  ... 

...  100 

0 

0 

J.  Cunningham, 

...  50 

0 

0 

S.  S.  Thomson,  M.D.  ... 

...  50 

0 

0 

John  M‘Kcnzie  & Co., 

...  50 

0 

0 

J.  F.  Ferguson, 

...  50 

0 

0 

Samuel  G.  Fenton, 

...  50 

0 

0 

XV 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Fulls  Mill  Co., 

50 

0 

0 

Andrew  Marshall,  M.D., 

... 

10 

0 

0 

John  Murphy  & Co.,  ... 

50 

0 

0 

John  Bates,  

... 

10 

0 

0 

John  Hind, 

50 

0 

0 

W.  Cairns,  

• •• 

10 

0 

0 

Coates  & Young, 

50 

0 

0 

William  Bottomley,  ... 

... 

10 

0 

0 

II.  B.  B.  Houston 

50 

0 

0 

Mrs.  Ashmore,  ... 

• . . 

10 

0 

0 

John  Grubb  Richardson, 

50 

0 

0 

A.  H.  Halliday, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Gas  Company, 

50 

0 

0 

Mrs.  Halliday, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Sir  R.  Bateson,  Bart., 

25 

0 

0 

Capt.  W.  R.  Halliday, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

John  G.  Dunbar, 

25 

0 

0 

James  Bristow, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

George  Dunbar, 

25 

0 

0 

Hull,  Wilson  & Co.  ... 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Thomas  Corbitt, 

25 

0 

0 

bliss  E.  Montgomery, 

• •• 

10 

0 

0 

Hugh  Montgomery, 

25 

0 

0 

Miss  Smith, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

John  Bottomley, 

21 

0 

0 

Edward  Walkington, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

James  Crawford, 

21 

0 

0 

Edward  Coey, 

. . . 

10 

0 

0 

William  Boyd  & Sons, 

21 

0 

0 

Stewart  & M‘Clelland, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

John  Owden, 

20 

0 

0 

John  Bottomley,  jun.. 

... 

10 

0 

0 

John  Dunville  & Co.  ... 

20 

0 

0 

William  Browne,  ' ... 

• . • 

10 

0 

0 

John  Clai'ke, 

20 

0 

0 

Joseph  Bristow, 

• • • 

10 

0 

0 

John  Boyd, 

20 

0 

0 

Edward  O’Rorke, 

. • • 

10 

0 

0 

John  Charley, 

20 

0 

0 

Forsythe  & Orr, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Robert  Grimshaw, 

20 

0 

0 

James  Goddard, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

George  Langtry, 

20 

0 

0 

D.  Anderson  & Son.,  ... 

• •• 

10 

0 

0 

Langtrys  & Herdman, 

20 

0 

0 

Robert  Simms, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

John  Rowan, 

20 

0 

0 

R.  & D.  Patterson, 

. . • 

10 

0 

0 

John  M'Neile,  Parkmount,  ... 

20 

0 

0 

John  Godwin, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Hill  Hamilton,... 

20 

0 

0 

Thomas  Andrews,  M.D. , 

. . . 

10 

0 

0 

The  Executors  of  T.  Hughes,  jun., 

20 

0 

0 

J.  E.  Tennent,  M.P., 

. . . 

10 

10 

0 

John  Alexander,  Carlow, 

20 

0 

0 

A.  L.  Anderson, 

. . . 

10 

0 

0 

Robert  & John  Getty, 

20 

0 

0 

J.  M‘Donnell,  M.D.,  ... 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Representatives  of  the  late  H.  Joy, 20 

0 

0 

Sir  A.  Chichester, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Provincial  Bank  of  Ireland,  ... 

20 

0 

0 

Mrs.  Clealand, 

• . . 

10 

0 

0 

R.  Thomson,  Jennymount, 

20 

0 

0 

Dr.  Forsythe, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

F.  M'Cracken,  ... 

10 

0 

0 

T.  G.  Batt, 

• . • 

10 

0 

0 

Miss  Getty,  

10 

0 

0 

George  T.  Mitchell, 

• • • 

10 

0 

0 

Jane  Green, 

10 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Stevenson, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

James  Grimshaw, 

10 

0 

0 

Rev.  W.  Batt, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Charles  Duffin, ... 

10 

0 

0 

R.  F.  Gordon, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Henry  Sneyd,  ... 

10 

0 

0 

Dr.  M'Kibbin, 

• •• 

10 

0 

0 

R.  M.  Sneyd,  ... 

10 

0 

0 

diaries  Lanyon, 

. . . 

10 

0 

0 

Thomas  Batt, 

10 

0 

0 

J.  & T.  Sinclaire, 

• « • 

10 

0 

0 1 

Mathew  Black,  

10 

0 

0 

Crawford  & Russell,  ... 

... 

10 

0 

0 j 

Thomas  M'Cammon,  ... 

10 

0 

0 

W.  Cowant  & Co., 

• •• 

10 

0 

0 

Rev.  R.  W.  Bland,  

10 

0 

0 

Mrs.  Thompson, 

• . • 

10 

0 

0 

Miss  Bland,  

10 

0 

0 

Richard  Thompson,  ... 

• . • 

10 

0 

0 

John  M‘Heale,  jun  , ... 

10 

0 

0 

Robert  Thompson, 

. . . 

10 

0 

0 

Rev.  A.  Orr,  

10 

0 

0 

Francis  Turnley, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Adam  J.  Macrory, 

10 

0 

0 

Robert  Callwell, 

• • . 

10 

0 

0 

William  Pirrie, 

10 

0 

0 

Thomas  Ludford  Stewart, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

John  Herdman, 

10 

0 

0 

Lord  & Lady  Chichester, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

A.  W.  Craig, 

10 

0 

0 

Valentine  Wbittla, 

• • . 

10 

0 

0 

Alexander  M‘Lainc, 

10 

0 

0 

Mrs.  & Miss  M'Calmont, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Mrs.  Cunningham, 

10 

0 

0 

Marcpiis  of  Downshire, 

. . . 

10 

0 

0 

A.  M‘Donnell,  Dublin, 

10 

0 

0 

George  Calwcll, 

10 

0 

0 

Rev.  W.  Bruce, 

10 

0 

0 

Robert  Workman, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Samuel  Bruce, 

10 

0 

0 

Thomas  Hughes, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

John  Kane, 

10 

0 

0 

John  Harrison, 

... 

10 

0 

0 

Col.  Thompson,  R.  E.  (&  £3  3s. 

E.  Grimshaw, 

. • . 

10 

0 

0 

per  year),  

10 

0 

0 

I ' 

TABLE  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  PROCEEDS  OF  CHARITY  SERMONS  IN 
AID  OF  THE  DISPENSARY  AND  FEVER  HOSPITAL, 

FROM  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  HOSPITAL  TILL  1834. 


Date. 


1799 

1800 
1806 
1808 

1809 

1810 

1813 

1814 

1815 
1818 

1819 

1820 
1821 
1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 


Dispeiisai7  and  Fever  Hospital. 


Subscriptions. 


£ s. 


596  0 0 
438  0 0 

526  0 0 

534  0 0 
471  0 0 
484  0 0 
517  0 0 
522  0 0 
859  0 0 
503  0 0 
629  0 0 
569  0 0 
540  0 0 
563  0 0 

535  0 0 
413  0 0 


Chai-ity  Sermons. 


By  Rev.  Mr.  Bristow. 
Rev.  Dr.  Drummond, . 
Rev.  Dr.  Drummond, . 

Rev.  Dr.  Bruce, 

Rev.  Mr.  Holmes,  .... 

Dr.  Drummond, 

Rev.  Dr.  Hanna, 

Rev.  Dr.  Bruce, 

Rev.  R.  O.  Beirne...... 

Rev.  J.  Fea, 

Rev.  Dr.  Neilson,  .... 
Rev.  W.  M‘Ewen,  .... 

Rev.  Dr.  Bruce, 

Rev.  A.  Macartney,  . 

St.  George’s,  

Rev.  Dr.  Bruce, 

Rev.  Dr.  Hanna,  .... 

Rev.  R.  Bland,  

Rev.  W.  M'Ewen,  .... 

Rev.  Dr.  Bruce, 

Rev.  Mr.  Carlisle,  .... 
Rev.  Mr.  Cliaine,  .... 

Rev.  Dr.  Cooke, 

Several,  

Do., 

Do.,  


£ s.  d* 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
137  0 0 
178  0 0 
165  0 0 
147  0 0 
168  0 0 
172  0 0 

127  0 0 
177  0 0 
211  0 0 
170  0 0 
225  0 0 
117  0 0 
106  0 0 
132  0 0 
139  0 0 
103  0 0 

144  0 0 

145  0 0 
136  0 0 
129  0 0 
149  0 0 
423  0 0 
310  0 0 
259  0 0 


TABLE  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  PROCEEDS  OF  CHARITY  SERMONS, 

IN  AID  OF  THE  CHARITY,  FROM  1834  TILL  1850. 


Year. 


1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 


Dispensai'j'. 

FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

Subscriptions. 

Subscriptions.  1 Charity  Sermons 

1 

£36  0 0 

£418 

0 

0 

£51 

0 

0 

70  0 0 

551 

0 

0 

216 

0 

0 

99  0 0 

1033 

0 

0 

476 

0 

0 

89  0 0 

584 

0 

0 

229 

0 

0 

83  0 0 

496 

0 

0 

234 

0 

0 

60  0 0 

1272 

0 

0 

258 

0 

0 

78  0 0 

502 

0 

0 

. • 

• • • 

115  0 0 

436 

0 

0 

• • • 

* • • 

114  0 0 

391 

0 

0 

• •• 

107  0 0 

359 

0 

0 

57 

0 

0 

86  1 0 

776 

9 

6 

46 

7 

6 

115  0 0 

Dispensary 
ceases  to  be 

401 

0 

0 

. • 

• f • 

connected  with 

• • • 

• 

■ • 

**  ' 

the  Hospital. 

... 

• 

• 

... 

... 

Seo  General 
Dispensary 
Returns. 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


Subscriptions. 


£ 6.  d. 


158  0 0 
133  0 0 
13  0 0 
50  0 0 
36  4 0 
42  0 0 

388  0 0 
441  0 0 
592  0 0 


Chaiit}'  Ser. 


£ S.  d. 


271  0 0 
152  0 0 
87  0 0 
44  0 0 
144  12  2 


108  0 0 
59  0 0 


^ppcntiix. 

xvii. 

TABLE  OF  BEQUESTS, 

&c . 

Year. 

Bequests. 

County  Grants,  and 
Donations  per  Public  Bodies. 

Private 

Donations, 

Exti'aonlinai'y  aid, 
as  from 

Entertainments, 

&<s. 

1801 

• • • • • « • • 

... 

J.  Cunningham, 

Concert  by  Mr. 

1 

11s 

7s  6d. 

Bunting, 

• « . . . 

... 

J.  Turnley, 

Mr.  Parker,  of 

11/.  7s  6d. 

Circus, 

47/.  12s  9d. 

•••  «*« 

F.  Turnley, 

11/.  7s  6d. 

1805 

» ...  « • . 

F.  Turnley,  50/. 

1806 

• •• 

A well-wisher. 

23/.  5s  6d. 

1807 

... 

Grand  Juiy,  195/.  7s  6d. 

Mr.  Davison’s 

Lecture. 

1808 

Mr.  Cairns,  100/. 

1810 

•••  ••• 

Grand  Jury,  no  record  of  ISIr.  M‘Cann, 

1 

1 

amount. 

100/. 

Nucleus  of  the 

Building  Fund. 

1811 

Grand  Jury,  no  record 

CQ 

rr> 

Officers  of  Deiry  | 

o 

Militia,  41/. 

1813 

Grand  Jmy,  no  record.... 

Mr.  Finaigle’s 

o 

Lecture,  ll/.  4s. 

1815 

... 

Grand  Jury,  no  record.... 

Officers  at  Thea- 

1817 

W.  Stevenson,) 

The  Corporation  of  the 

£.  ^ 

r 22 

tre,  102/.ls4d. 
Proprietor  of 

56/.  17s  6d.  f 

Borough,  400/, 

p. 

W ax  W orks, 

Thos.  M'Connell,  100/. 

Provision  Fund, 

13/.  15s  9d. 

Miss  Cairns,  50/. 

284/.  6s  2d 

§ § 

Two  Amateur 

Sam.  VVoolsej,  50/.  ... 

Proprietors  of  Linen- 

Plays, 

Hall,  100/. 

o 

215/.  19s  lOd.  i 

Lord  Lieutenant,  100/. ... 

3 

Harbour  Commission- 

)-5 

C/3 

ers,  300/. 

e*t> 

1818 

Mrs.  Lyons,  30/. 

Lord  liieutenant,  1 00/. . . . 

R.  Ker,  Red- 

1819, Magee,  100/. 

Grand  Jury,  200/.  '. 

Hall.  1 0/. 

1820 

Jas.  Boomer,  50/. 

Grand  Jury,  581/.  3s  8d. 

Lieut. 

-Gen.  ]\li- 

Miss  Brown,  50/. 

Grand  J niy,  435/.  8s  ( d. 

chel,  50/. 

Lord  Lieutenant,  lOoh 

F.  Turn  lav. 

1822 

J.  M.  Stoup2)e,  lOOi  ... 

Grand  Jury,  two  years. 

30/. 

15s. 

963/.  17s  9d 

R.Iver,  21/. 7s  6d. 

D.  Gordon,  20/, 

T.  Sinclair  and 

Miss  Bland,  20/. 

John 

James, 

13/. 

14s  2d. 

1823 

Hugh  Wilson,  50/. 

1821 

Mrs.  Houston,  50/.  ... 

Grand  Jury,  two  years. 

976/.  15s  lid 

Mrs.  Lamont,  5/. 

1825 

Miss  Cairns,  50/. 

Grand  Jury,  520/.  IGs  3d. 

1826 

•••  ••• 

Grand  Jury,  508/.  12s  5d. 
e 

* • • 


XVlll. 


TABLE  or  BEQUESTS,  &c. 


Year. 


Bequests 


County  grants,  and 
Donations  per  publie  bodies. 


Private 

Donations. 


Extraordinary  aid, 
as  from 

Entertainments 
&c. . 


182?' 

1 

John  Gregg,  100/. 
Mr.  Moreland,  45/. 

Grand  Jury,  458/.  12s  lid. 

1828 

Mrs.  Hyde,  46/.  3s  Id. 
— Clarke,  61/.  11s  6d. 

1829 

r»»  ••• 

Grand  Jury-,  868/.  9s  lid. 
Committee  of  Supplv,  20/. 

1830 

Miss  Stouppe,  50/. 

Miss  Atkinson,  10/.  ... 

Grand  Jury,  619/.  fSs  5d. 

1831 

W.  Magee,  46/.  3s  8d. 

Grand  Jury^,  573/.  16s  8d. 
Grand  Jury,  1,088/.  4s  6d. 

1832  Mr.  Yates,  46/.  11s  3d. 

Miss  Brown,  21/. 
Patrick  Davis,  10/.  ... 

Belfast  Butchery  Society, 
1 0/.  4s  6d. 

1833 

Miss  Stevenson,  50/. ... 

Grand  Jury,  593/.  13s  4<l. 

Miss  Roger,  50/. 

J.  Trail  Kennedy,  50/. 
J.  Getty,  50/.  

1834 

J.  Getty,  50/.  

W.  Tennent,  100/. 

T.  Akenhead,  100/.  ... 
Misses  Kennedy,) 

46/.  3s  Id.  j - 

1835 

John  Cordukes,  20/.,  F. 

Grand  Juiy,  33/.  4s,  Dis. 
“ 483/.  8s  4d,  Hos. 

1837 

“ 70/.  2s  6d,  Dis. 

» 99/.  2s  6d,  Dis. 

“ 1,002/.  Os  8d,  Hos. 

1838 

Dr.  IMUluney,  100/.,  F. 

“ 194/.  17s  2d,  Dis. 

Mrs.  Simms,  40/.,  F.  ... 

“ 1,600/.  Os  Od,  Hos. 

1839 

Miss  Havem,  Arthur- 
street,  50/  , F 

“ 89/.  12g  6d,  Dis. 

Miss  Smith,  50/.,  F.  ... 
Captain  Griffith,  50/.,  F. 
R.  Mathews,  ) 

42/.  12s  3d,F.f  ••• 
Miss  S.  Craig,  10/.,  F. 

“ 439/.  6s  9d,  Hos. 

1 

1840 

W.  Johnston,  Fortfield, 
46/.  3s  Id,  F 

“ GOO/.  Os  Od,  Hos. 
“ 61/.  10s  6d,  Dis. 

1841 

J.  Montgomery  50/.,  F. 
Miss  J.  Lyons,  100/.,  F. 

“ 77/.  Is  6d,  Dis. 

Mrs.  D.  Shaw,  ) 

23/.  Os  lOd,  fJ'  ••• 
H.  J.  Tomb,  10/.,  F.  ... 

« 1,503/.  17s  Od,  F.S. 

1842 

J.  Turnley,  200/.,  F.  ... 
J.  Cunningham,) 

“ 1 1 4/.  8s  Od,  Dis. 
“ 600/.  Os  Od,  Hos. 

100/.,  F.  1 

[53/.  2s  Od,  S. 

Walter  Roberts,  10/.,  F. 

Late  House  of  Industry, 

Col.  Pakenliam, 
IG/. 

C.  R.  Dobbs  10/. 


Bachelor’s  Ball, 
50/. 


Mr.  Gallagher’s 
Exliibition, 
11/.  2s  G(l. 


R.  Tliomson,?/. 
D,  Woods,  5/. 


F.  Turnley,  25/. 


Officers  46th  Re- 
giment give  a 
Benefit, 

42/.  Is  6d. 
Belfast  Amateur 
Band,  20/.  Is  Gd 


Circus,  18/.  6s  Gd 
Wax  Works, 

5/.  3s. 


[5/.,  F. 
Hon.  Mr.  Ward, 
Hon.  Mrs.  Ward, 
5/.,  S. 

J.  Turnley, 

10/.,  S. 


XIX 


TABLE  OF  BEQUESTS,  &c. 

Year. 

Bequests. 

County  grants,  and 

Private, 

Donations. 

Extraordinary  aid, 
as  from 

Donations  per  public  bodies. 

Entertainments, 

&c. 

1845 


1843  J.  Cunninglicam, ) 

100/.,  s.  i ■■■ 

Mrs.  A.  Dinsmorc,) 
10/.,  F.  i - 

Miss  Harrison,  10/.,  F, 
Mrs.  M.  Lynd,  5/.,  F.... 

1844  W.  Simms,  50/.,  F.  ... 
F.  Jordan,  50/.,  F.  ... 
Miss  Lyons,  ) 

38/.  15s  Id,  D.j 
J.  II.  Houston,  50/.,  F 
Miss  Lyons,  ) 

c8L  15s  Id,  F.  j 
J.  H.  Houston,  50/.,  S 
F.  Glenfield,  50/.,  F.  ... 
C.  Salmon,  4G/.  3s  Id,  F. 
Mrs.  “ 50/.,  F. 

Mrs.  Small,  ) 

109/.  8s  lid,  F.)  ••• 
Miss  Patterson,  ) 

4G/.  2s  Id,  F.  i ••• 

J.  Jamieson,  25/.,  S.  ... 

Miss  Getty,  97/. 

11.  Simms,  50/.  

K.  Simms,  40/.  

Mrs.  M‘Connac,  30/. ... 


Weavers’ Relief  C.,  20/.,  S. 
Grand  Jurj'^,  402/.,  F. 

“ IIG/.  18s,  D. 
“ 107/.  4s,  D. 


184G 


1847 

1848 


1849 


a 

u 


1850  Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson,) 
100/.  j 


GOO/.,  F. 
8G/.  10s,  D. 
Loan  Fund,  50/.  S. 


Grand  Jury,  752/.  3s  Gd,  F, 


Ulster  Railway,  10/. 
Ulster  Railway,  20/. 
Board  of  Guardians, 

G18/.  3s. 

Board  of  Health, 

4,284/.  17s  5d. 

The  Queen,  300/. 

Queen’s  Visit,  lG3/.5s2d 

Ballymena  Railway,  5/. 
R.  Montgomery,  5/. 

Relief  Committee,  30/. 
Lord  Lieutenant,  62/.  10s. 


(See  List  of  Sub- 
soi'ibers  to  second 
Building  Fund.) 


MissHalliday,  5/ 
T.  Ferguson,  5/. 


Rep.  of  late  Mrs. 
hlontgomery, 
10/.,  S. 


R.  B.  B.  Hous- 
ton, 5/.,  G. 

R.  Thomson, 
Wolf-hill, 

10/.  10s. 


Royal  Hibernian 
Ball,  5/, 


Officers  of  3d 
Regt.  Buffs, 
39/.  12s  Gd. 


Victoria  Fete, 
£277  3s  8d. 


Note. — D.  after  a sum,  denotes  “ for  Dispensary.” 

F.  do.  do.  “ for  Fever  Hospital.” 

S.  do.  do.  “ for  General  Hospital.” 
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TABLE  SHEAVING  PROPORTION  OF  SUBSCRIPTION  PAID  ANNUALLY 
BY  EACH  SUBSCRIBER,  AND  THE  GENERAL  AVERAGES. 


Year. 

Number  of  Subscribers. 

Amount. 

Average  per  Subscriber. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

1818  — 

19 

502 

438 

0 

0^ 

0 15 

7 

1820  — 

21 

549 

426 

0 

0 

0 15 

7 

1821  — 

22 

577 

534 

0 

0 

0 18 

6 

1822  — 

23 

733 

471 

0 

0 

0 12 

10 

1823  — 

24 

720 

484 

0 

0 

0 13 

5 

1824  — 

25 

777 

517 

0 

0 

0 13 

0 

1825  — 

26 

790 

522 

0 

0 

0 13 

2 

1826  — 

27 

774 

859 

0 

0 

1 2 

0 

1827  — 

28 

831 

503 

0 

0 

0 12 

1 

1828  — 

29 

984 

629 

0 

0 

0 12 

7 

1829  — 

30 

914 

569 

0 

0 

0 12 

5 

1830  — 

31 

730 

540 

0 

0 

0 14 

9 

1831  — 

32 

847 

563 

0 

0 

0 12 

3 

1832  — 

33 

846 

535 

0 

0 

(D 

0 12 

8 

1833  — 

34 

884 

413 

0 

0 

■l 

0 9 

4 

1834  - 

35 

836 

520 

0 

0 

o 

r w 

0 12 

5 

1835  — 

36 

949 

021 

0 

0 

a 

o 

0 13 

1 

1830  — 

37 

*2023"^ 

1132 

0 

0 

o 

0 11 

2 

1837  — 

38 

*1467 

§ 

073 

0 

0 

0 9 

2 

1838  — 

39 

959 

r*< 

O . 

580 

0 

0 

0 12 

1 

1839  — 

40 

*1780 

OQ 

B a 

1332 

0 

0 

0 14 

4 

1840  — 

41 

*1054 

'3  2, 

579 

0 

0 

0 10 

11 

1841  — 

42 

*1063 

r w o 

651 

0 

0 

0 10 

4 

1842  — 

43 

700 

606 

0 

0 

0 13 

2 

1843  — 

44 

584 

515 

0 

0 

0 15 

6 

. 1844  — 

45 

*1097 

812 

0 

0 

0 14 

9 

1845  — 

40 

*1054 

517 

0 

0 

0 9 

10 

1846  — 

47 

« * • 

• • • 

... 

... 

1847  — 

48 

532 

388 

0 

0 

0 14 

7 

1848  — 

49 

094 

441 

0 

0 

0 12 

7 

1849  — 

50 

582 

536 

0 

oj 

0 18 

4 

26958 

17,700 

0 

0 

0 13 

1 

Annual  average, 

898 

590 

0 

0 

REV.  DR.  HINCK’S  CALCULATION.— 1835. 

Tabt.e  shewing  the  Aknual  Average  Receipts  and  Expenditure,  for  Ten  Years. 


RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURE. 

CASES  ADMITTED. 

Subscriptiuns,.... 

£564  15  2^ 

Food, £050  0 7 

Fever,  5344 

County  Treasurer,...  664  17  0| 
Charitv  Sermons,  ...  175  14  4 

Wine  and  Spirits,  ...  85  10  4 

Drugs  and  Medical 

Admission  of  patients  00  0 5 

Other  sources  as  Be- 

Instriunents,  185  2 

Coals,  soap  & candles  90  2 7 

Medicall47.7-10 

quests,  Fines,  &c..  Ill  19  7 

Building  and  repairs  70  18  11 
Furniture,  bedding, 

and  clothing,  92  10  0|^ 

Salaries,  wages,  &c.,  150  16  3| 

Rent,  Advertising, 

Stationeiy,  and 
miscellaneous,  ...  76  8 6 

Surgical  225.3-5 

Total, 

...  £1477  12  7 

Total, £1407  15  3 

Total,  ...908 

from  the  above  it  appears  tliat  the  average  cost  of  each  case  (taking  the  average  of  cases  at  908  per  an- 
num ) is  rather  less  than  14s.  4d.  each  for  diet,  and  about  £1  1 Is.,  inchiding  all  expenses.  No  calculation  can 
be  made  respecting  the  medicine,  as  the  account  has  not  been  kept  separate. 


+ Asiatic  Cholera  immediately  followed  the  decline  of  the  epidemic.  ♦ Asiatic  Cholera  immediately  followed  the  decline  of  the  epidemic. 

* These  columns  refer  to  lunar  months. 
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Total  

January  

February'  

March  

April  

May...  

June  

July  

August  

September 

October  * 

November 

December 

Months. 

00 

•gpioooj  oq) 

1818 

• H- < 

QO  lo 

t 00 

ui  uoAiS  ?ou  suun;9.t  X[q!)uo];^ 

00 

O 

00 

46 

O 

57 

1 

52 

55 

Ct 

C5 

99 

58 

39 

ca 

4- 

40 

00 

to 

4^ 

' 

\ 

h-* 

V. 

C5 

00 

t— • 

Ox 

CO 

H- ‘ 

to 

to 

Ot 

h-» 

h-* 

H* 

/ 

CD 

o 

CD 

o 

US- 

ca 

GO 

o 

o 

CO 

Ox 

QO 

CO 

C?t 

OX 

ox 

to 

05 

00 

h-» 

a 

Oil 

CO 

rf>- 

CO 

4^ 

05 

o 

C5 

OO 

o 

o 

o 

to 

Ox 

ca 

to 

CO 

CO 

o 

to 

00 

t— • 

Ox 

CO 

Ca 

ca 

00 

00 

to 

o 

05 

CO 

h-» 

CO 

to 

\ 

00 

/ 

h- » 

c:> 

05 

00 

H-* 

oo 

19 

05 

to 

CO 

Ol 

00 

CO 

o 

CO 

h- * 

« 

o / 

-1 

00 

o 

00 

h-* 

o 

05 

ot 

ca 

05 

ca 

00 

h- * 

o 

oo 

OX 

h-» 

to 

ox 

rf>' 

ot 

to 

CO 
J— * 

to 

Ox 

05 

o 

00 

•<1 

H-» 

CO 

GO 

00 

o 

C5 

GO 

05 

\ 

to 

05 

oo 

1— ‘ 

05 

ca 

I—* 

»— » 

►-* 

H-* 

»— * 

H-* 

00 

oo 

h- » 

GO 

OD 

to 

CD 

«5 

C5 

4^ 

00 

CO 

to 

o 

CO 

CD 

00 

00 

ox 

05 

00 

C5 

ta 

00 

CO 

d 

05 

bi  ( 

« 

H- * 

H-* 

uu 

to 

to 

05 

05 

CO 

CO 

CO 

to 

h-* 

)— • 

00 

oo 

CD 

CD 

to 

CO 

00 

to 

CO 

GO 

CD 

CD 

CO 

bo 

05 

to 

OO 

GO 

o 

CO 

to 

00 

C5 

Ox 

k— i 

»— * 

h- * 

1—* 

t—* 

00 

00 

-1 

o 

05 

o 

Ca 

00 

0\ 

C5 

ca 

to 

05 

o 

05 

00 

j 

to 

H- * 

H-* 

>-» 

h- 

o 

05 

to 

CO 

oo 

CO 

CD 

GO 

C7t 

to 

to 

ca 

Ot 

ri*. 

o 

ca 

00 

CO 

CO 

00 

h- » 

h-» 

>— » 

1— t 

h-* 

h-* 

h-» 

to 

H-* 

h- * 

H- » 

CO 

o 

to 

05 

to 

CD 

to 

1^5 

CD 

4^ 

00 

Oi 

CO 

Ci 

o 

oo 

CO 

00 

05 

C5 

ca 

4^ 

O 

o\ 

H* 

1—* 

h- » 

1— * 

h-* 

t—* 

H-t 

h- » 

o 

o 

CO 

ca 

CD 

h-* 

o 

4^ 

CD 

CO 

00 

CD 

to 

CO 

to 

to 

to 

o 

o 

CO 

to 

00 

4^ 

h-* 

to 

>— » 

ca 

05 

ca 

oo 

OO 

\ 

o 

QO 

CD 

4i^ 

to 

to 

CO 

CO 

to 

Ox 

oo 

to 

O 

C5 

C5 

00 

05 

to 

CO 

00 

00 

o 

o 

to 

00 

to 

Ca 

GO 

4^ 

CO 

00 

H- » 

h-l 

H-* 

H- * 

to 

1— » 

to 

to 

. . 

CD 

CO 

o 

Ct 

4^ 

CO 

ca 

ca 

4^ 

o 

CO 

CD 

00 

CO 

CO 

to 

•<1 

CO 

05 

o 

o 

o 

05 

<£> 

00 

4^ 

or 

H- * 

CO 

00 

o 

00 

Ca 

to 

hf*- 

4^ 

Ca 

h-* 

( 

00 

05 

c;t 

00 

to 

»— » 

•^1 

h-» 

C5 

Ox 

Ci 

►t*- 

o 

CD 

CO 

QO 

•M* 

1 

CJ 

05 

4*^ 

H-* 

to 

C5 

o 

►f- 

-a 

f 


MONTHLY  ADMISSIONS,  IN  THE  FEVER  EPIDEMICS,  SINCE  1817. 
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CALCULATION  BASED  ON  THE  KETURNS  OF  1849  AND  1850. 


EXPENDITURE. 


CASES  ADMITTED. 


1849,  For  Diet, 

Total, 

1850,  For  Diet, 

Total, 


...  £487  10  0 
...  977  2 1 

...  109  8 10 

...  512  IG  2 


1849, 

1850, 


498 

G75 


Shewing  the  average  cost  of  patients,  during  these  years,  to  have  been  17s.  for  diet, 
and  £1  15s.  3d.  including  all  expenses. 


LIST  OF  PATIENTS  ADMITTED  FROM  1845  TO  PRESENT  TIME. 


Year  ending. 

Fever  Cases. 
Admitted.  Deaths. 

Medical  Cases 

Surgical  Cases 

Accidents. 

Surgical 

Deaths. 

1815 

224 

-- 

1817 

197 

10 

1818 

1530 

93 

1819 

1258 

G2 

1820 

C82 

41 

1821 

727 

41 

1822 

395 

19 

54 

82 

7 

1823 

477 

27 

46 

126 

4 

1824 

410 

21 

94 

123 

41 

9 

1825 

G77 

21 

139 

148 

.59 

13 

182G 

288 

19 

144 

154 

61 

14 

1827 

868 

52 

137 

153 

61 

12 

1828 

G59 

29 

131 

215 

94 

30 

1829 

484 

20 

195 

226 

81 

18 

1830 

207 

10 

195 

322 

84 

16 

1831 

5G9 

40 

188 

329 

94 

19 

1832 

1014 

73 

97 

268 

90 

19 

1833 

64G 

53 

123 

271 

107 

28 

1834 

477 

43 

170 

413 

119 

23 

1835 

GOl 

G8 

201 

368 

120 

24 

183G 

528 

48 

166 

387 

161 

30 

1837 

1878 

181 

94 

255 

100 

26 

' 1838 

3187 

402 

28 

232 

— 

32 

1839 

10G7 

113 

170 

353 

134 

46 

1840 

1738 

214 

113 

297 

116 

20 

1841 

1709 

173 

— 

281 

143 

36 

1842 

11G2 

12G 

17 

285 

131 

24 

1843 

635 

1 Of> 
J o*j 

33 

257 

92 

16 

1844 

2284 

12G 

25 

266 

109 

16 

1845 

1GG6 

33 

297 

123 

19 

184G 

G46 

Go 

44 

347 

156 

36 

1847 

— 

1848 

5153 

G93 

38 

378 

155 

37 

1849 

106 

329 

124 

23 

1850 

, 

257 

418 

175 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


The  Building,  the  ground  plan  of  •which 
is  of  the  usual  H shape,  is  about  160  feet 
long  for  the  first  two  floors,  ^nd  104  for  the 
upper  storeys.  From  front  to  I'ear  it  is  64 
feet  in  the  wings  and  45  feet  in  the  centre 
building.  It  contains,  in  all,  51  rooms,  divi- 
ded as  follows  : — 

Ground  floor, 20  apartments. 

First  lobby,  ...  ...  15  do. 

Second  “ ...  ...  8 do. 

Third,  “ 8 do. 

The  building  is  surrounded  by  a consider- 
able area,  both  in  front  and  rear : the  front 
is  tastefully  laid  out  in  shrubs  and  garden 


plants,  and  is  flanked  on  one  side  by  the 
Dispensary-rooms,  and  the  other,  by  the 
Committee-room  and  porter-lodge ; the 
rear  is  occupied  mainly  by  the  remains  of 
the  old  Cholera  Hospital,  which  occupies 
the  centre,  and  is  now  used  as  •wash-house 
and  drying-room,  store-rooms  for  linen,  and 
bedding.  Coroner’s  Jurj^-room,  and  wards 
for  maniacal  patients.  At  the  eastern  wall, 
runs  a long  shed,  originally  used  for  Fever 
cases,  and  kept  now  as  a reserve  ward. 

The  accompanying  plans  will  explain 
better  than  any  description  the  internal  ar- 
rangements. 


DR.  WILLIAM  M‘GEE’S  RETURN, 

She^ndng  the  Ages  (Male  and  Female)  of  persons  attacked  by  Cholera,  in  Belfast,  in  the 

Epidemic  of  1 832,  with  the  Deaths. 


Male. 

Female. 

Age. 

Cases. 

Death 

Cases. 

Death 

5 

56 

17 

50 

10 

10 

48 

9 

60 

8 

15 

70 

6 

125 

7 

20 

109 

5 

284 

8 

25 

91 

16 

210 

9 

30 

112 

17 

252 

23 

35 

77 

13 

149 

14 

40 

no 

32 

201 

32 

45 

44 

13 

95 

21 

50 

55 

16 

103 

13 

55 

29 

12 

35 

7 

60 

37 

14 

38 

22 

63 

14 

4 

19 

8 

70 

17 

8 

16 

7 

73 

9 

7 

7 

5 

80 

4 

2 

8 

5 

85 

0 

0 

1 

1 

90 

3 

3 

2 

2 

Age 

not 

1 29 

11 

48 

16 

given 

914 

205 

1733 

219 

Total  cases,. 
Deaths,  .... 


2649 

424 


EEMAEKS. 


The  total  registered  number  was 2,833 

Off  for  non-reports, 5 

Double  returns  and  errors, ...  181  186 

Total  cases,  2^647 

Many  of  these  -v^ere  so  very  mild  that  they  should  scarcely 
be  returned  as  Cholera. 

It  wdll  be  evident,  also,  that  no  great  dependence  can 
be  placed  on  the  ages  given  by  the  patients,  as  they  ap- 
pear to  have  made  rests  at,  or  just  under,  the  decimal 
periods. 

In  the  above  are  included  cases  remaining  in  Hospital 
and  in  Lazaretto,  at  the  date  of  the  Report. 

Hospital  cases 23,  Died 2 

Lazaretto  cases,  ...  18,  Died 6 

In  the  streets  in  -which  the  Hospital  and  the  Lazaretto 
were  situated,  and  in  the  adjoining  lanes,  75  cases  oc- 
curred. Of  the  2,647  cases,  1,158  were  treated  in  Hospi- 
tal, of  whom  died  282.  Bleeding  was  freely  tried  in 
Ilospitul,  there  having  been  bled — 

Males 85,  of  whom  died  8 

Females,  199,  of  whom  died  2 

It  is  rather  remarkable  that  from  the  30th  September 
till  28th  October,  92  cases  -were  admitted  into  Hospital, 
none  of  whom  were  bled  ; of  these  41  died. 

The  register  docs  not  give  any  available  information 
as  to  the  trades  of  the  patients. 
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MARCH  OF  ASIATIC  CHOLERA, 


IN  1848-9,  IN  THE  DISPENSARY  DISTRICTS. 


Weeks  ending. 

Total  cases 

Dock. 

Hospital. 

Shankliill. 

Smitliiield. 

College. 

Cromac. 

Dec.  23, 

1848, 

1 

• • • 

1 

» 30 

6 

i 

• • • 

1 

2 

2 

Jan.  6 

1849, 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

13 

11 

1 

2 

3 

5 

20 

>> 

17 

3 

• • • 

3 

3 

8 

27 

15 

1 

3 

2 

9 

Feb.  3 

35 

1 

• • • 

5 

7 

19 

3 

„ 10 

62 

1 

3 

21 

28 

7 

2 

» 17 

75 

1 

3 

14 

37 

13 

7 

„ 24 

70 

3 

3 

15 

23 

24 

2 

March  3 

63 

2 

2 

22 

18 

16 

3 

„ 12 

124 

3 

• • • 

50 

4 

63 

4 

„ 19 

» 

58 

1 

15 

14 

26 

2 

„ 26 

36 

11 

4 

15 

6 

• • • 

• •• 

April  2 

48 

5 

3 

9 

11 

12 

8 

» 9 

35 

1 

2 

8 

9 

9 

6 

„ 16 

67 

5 

17 

13 

15 

13 

4 

„ 23 

41 

7 

3 

9 

12 

6 

4 

„ 30 

42 

1 

5 

17 

14 

• • • 

5 

May  7 

18 

2 

3 

2 

4 

7 

... 

» H 

36 

5 

10 

7 

11 

2 

1 

„ 21 

)> 

42 

7 

9 

10 

10 

4 

2 

„ 28 

38 

5 

10 

12 

7 

4 

• • • 

June  4 

64 

9 

14 

21 

13 

5 

2 

,,  11 

J) 

59 

6 

15 

15 

6 

9 

8 

„ 18 

58 

5 

14 

10 

9 

14 

6 

„ 25 

63 

5 

n 

8 

9 

18 

12 

July  2 

5) 

60 

15 

12 

6 

14 

7 

6 

» 9 

80 

11 

14 

5 

15 

7 

28 

„ 16 

86 

16 

7 

6 

20 

8 

29 

„ 23 

202 

18 

16 

29 

33 

17 

89 

„ 30 

105 

10 

9 

20 

17 

27 

22 

Aug.  6 

126 

5 

8 

10 

23 

10 

70 

„ 13 

41 

3 

3 

9 

10 

13 

3 

„ 20 

65 

10 

6 

5 

5 

10 

19 

„ 27 

23 

4 

4 

8 

3 

4 

Sept.  5 

27 

2 

4 

18 

3 

• • • 

„ 10 

14 

3 

4 

5 

2 

• • • 

„ 17 

)> 

24 

5 

7 

9 

• * • 

3 

„ 24 

3? 

6 

• •• 

5 

... 

• • • 

1 

Oct.  1 

3 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

» 8 

JJ 

9 

i 

1 

2 

1 

4 

„ 15 

33 

1 

1 

• •• 

... 

• • • 

„ 22 

33 

3 

1 

2 

• • • 

„ 29 

33 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

Nov.  5 

33 

• • • 

• •• 

... 

• • • 

„ 12 

33 

1 

... 

... 

• • • 

1 

„ 19 

33 

2 

1 

1 

„ 26 

33 

• • • 

. • • 

... 

Dec.  3 

33 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

» 10 

33 

2 

1 

« • • 

1 

Total, ., 



1,700 

168 

214 

338 

334 

306 

340 

r 

i 

\ 


XXV 

LIST  OF  SUKGICAL  CASES,  CLASSIFIED  FOR  TWENTY  YEARS. 

Annual  average 

KAME. 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

of 

Cases. 

Aneurism, 

15 

2 

Burns 

275 

108 

13f 

Cataract,  

51 

1 

Delirium  Tremens,  .... 

6 

1 

Erysipelas, 

96 

15 

Fractures  (compound). 

118 

19 

A 

Fistula,  

53 

2 

2| 

Gangrene,  

40 

13 

2 

Hernia,  

.. 

51 

11 

2i 

Joints,  Diseases  of  ... 

243 

16 

12 

Injuries  of  Head,  



156 

38 

7^ 

* 4 

Ruptiu’c  of  Viscera,  . . . . 

6 

4 

Stone  in  Bladder, 

3 

2 

Syphilis, 

1044 

20 

52  1-5 

Tetanus, 

• 



5 

4 

STATISTICS 

OF  FEVER 

TABLE  SHEWING  THE  MOKTALITY  AT  THE  DIFFERENT  AGES, 

Age. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Age. 

Per  Cent. 

1—5 

160 

10 

6-2  per  cent. 

5 — 10 

500 

•5 

1-0  „ 

10  — 15 

730 

15 

20  „ 

15  — 20 

811 

25 

3-0  „ 

20  — 25 

562 

21 

37  „ 

25  — 30 

432 

32 

7-1  „ 

30  — 35 

274 

23 

8-7 

35  — 40 

335 

33 

9-8  ., 

40  — 45 

198 

18 

91  „ 

45  — ,50 

166 

28 

16-9  „ 

50  — 55 

106 

21 

19-8 

55  — 60 

75 

12 

16-0  „ 

60  — 65 

50 

10 

20'0  „ 

65  — 70 

22 

5 

22-7 

1 70  — 76 

20 

5 

25-0  „ 

75  — 80 

6 

4 

66-0  „ 

4,437 

267 

Av.  6'0  per  cent. 

9 

xxvi 

Dr.  S.  EEID’S  statistics  OF 

THE  UNION  FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

1847. 

Montlis. 

Mac 

Tyjjhus. 

Doubt 

Typhus. 

Yai'iola. 

Rubeola. 

Synocha 

Relapsing 

Synoehus. 

F ebricula. 

Contagion 
traced  in. 

Jan., 

22 

2 

11 

... 

36 

6 

30 

38 

Feb., 

41 

4 

20 

52 

10 

23 

92 

March,  ... 

81 

2 

31 

1 

105 

28 

52 

170 

April,  ... 

101 

16 

4 

. • « 

146 

G8 

158 

239 

May, 

5G 

G 

9 

4 

89 

90 

90 

148 

June, 

101 

12 

5 

103 

90 

148 

301 

Jub', 

113 

10 

5 

137 

92 

109 

329 

August,... 

G7 

16 

• •• 

» » • 

71 

87 

66 

218 

Sept., 

4 

*•  » 

53 

44 

39 

140 

Oct., 

45 

9 

1 

• • • 

34 

37 

48 

130 

Nov., 

131 

10 

1 

1 

50 

47 

75 

248 

Dec., 

66 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

24 

57 

54 

170 

Officers,... 

14 

1 

... 

... 

5 

4 

2 

Total, 

889 

95 

87 

6 

905 

6G0 

894 

2,223 

Mortality, 

176 

5 

20 

1 

G4 

G9 

18 

1848. 

Months. 

Mac 

Typhus. 

Doubt 

Typhus. 

Variola. 

Rubeola. 

Synocha. 

Relapsing. 

Synochns. 

Fehrieula. 

Contagion 
traced  in. 

J an., 

94 

34 

1 

26 

48 

66 

119 

Feb.,  .... 
March,  . . 

84 

.12 

2 

• • • 

28 

37 

39 

89 

75 

17 

1 

• • • 

27 

34 

26 

84 

April,  . . 

53 

10 

1 

1 

5 

31 

30 

69 

]\Iay  ..... 

39 

4 

• • • 

1 

6 

32 

43 

35 

June, 

28 

1 

1 

• • • 

3 

37 

33 

23 

J uly, .... 

30 

2 

4 

2 

16 

22 

30 

August, . . 

32 

4 

8 

• •• 

3 

12 

15 

23 

Sept., .... 

15 

» • • 

1 

1 

3 

17 

18 

11 

October,.. 

13 

* » • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

21 

10 

Nov 

8 

• » • 

2 

2 

5 

14 

17 

12 

Dec.,  .... 

1 3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

24 

13 

13 

Officers, . . 

3 

0 

1 

... 

1 

Total,  . . 

477 

85 

27 

9 

109 

310 

344 

508 

Mortality, 

82 

4 

4 

0 

10 

20 

5 Total,  2731* 

* Out  of  a total  of  4,G01  Patients  ohservecl. 

FACTS 

ASCERTAINED  ON  THE  NATURE  OF  RELAPSING  SYNOCHA. 

1st.— 14G  out  of  385  cases  had  the  first  crisis,  after  the  first  rigor,  on  the  5th  day. 

2nd. — 

98  out  of  385  cases  had  the  second  rigor  on  the  14th  day 

3rd. — 122,  second  crisis,  after  the  second  rigor,  on  the  2nd  day. 

^ppentiix 


XXVll 


BELFAST  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


LIST  OF  OFFICEES  FOR  1851. 

R.  Stephenson,  M.D, 

F icc=|Jvcsilrcnts. 

W.  M‘Gee,  M.D.,  A.  G.  Malcolm,  M.D. 
dTounctl. 

S.  Eeowne,  R.N.,  J.  M.  Pirrj:e,  M.D.,  J.  C,  Ferguson,  M.D,,  W.  Moffat,  M.D , 

H,  Murney,  M.D.,  A.  Gordon,  M.D. 

Cvcastucv. 

J.  Patterson,  M.D. 

Sccvctavicsf. 

M.  Lamont,  F.R.C.S.L,  and  J.  L.  Drennan,  M.D. 

E.  Ring,  Librarian. 


OBITUARY  LI  ST. 


Dr.  MUabe,  

• • • 

...  elected 

1825, 

Died 

1828. 

Dr.  Stewart, 

U 

1827, 

a 

tt 

Mr.  Barnett,  

u 

1832, 

u 

1832. 

Dr.  S.  Stephenson,  Honorary, 

« « • 

u 

1825, 

a 

1833. 

Dr.  Forcade, 

original  member, 

it 

1835. 

Dr.  Halliday,  Honoraiy, 

elected 

1822, 

a 

1836. 

Mr.  Shaw,  Newtownards, 

a 

1827, 

a 

ii 

Dr.  Rutledge,  ... 

u 

1835, 

ti 

1836. 

Mr.  William  Aickin, 

u 

1824, 

a 

1837. 

Mr.  M'Cluney,  

• «« 

u 

1834, 

a 

ii 

Dr.  McCullough,  Newtownards, 

u 

1836, 

it 

ii 

Mr.  Wales,  

u 

1839, 

it 

1839. 

Mr.  Mawhinney, 

• •• 

u 

1822, 

tt 

1840. 

Mr.  Taggart,  Honorary, 

u 

1830, 

a 

it 

Mr.  Rowan, 

ii 

1839, 

ti 

it 

Mr.  Douglas,  Lurgan,  ... 

• • • 

u 

1825, 

it 

1842. 

Dr.  Wethered,  Lisburn, 

a 

1825, 

ti 

ti 

Mr.  W.  M‘Cullough,  Bangor, 

u 

1842, 

ii 

1843. 

Dr.  McDonnell, 

...  original  member. 

it 

1845. 

Mr.  Birnie,  R.N., 

...  elected  1824, 

it 

ti 

Dr.  Coffey,  

• •• 

1822. 

it 

1846. 

Mr.  Maclurcan, 

u 

1825^ 

a 

ii 

Dr.  Sanders,  Secrctaiy  since  1838, 

a 

1836. 

a 

ii 

Mr.  Moore,  R.N,,  

original  member, 

tt 

1847. 

Mr.  McCleery, 

...  elected 

1822, 

a 

it 

Mr.  D.  Murray, 

U 

1836, 

ti 

ii 

Mr.  A.  Anderson, 

U 

1843, 

it 

ii 

Dr.  R.  Cooke,  

it 

1843, 

it 

it 

Dr.  Irving,  

• • • 

it 

1846, 

it 

Kt 

Dr.  Bingliara,  Downpatrick,  ... 

• •• 

a 

1847, 

a 

1844. 

Dr.  S.  S.  Thomson, 

it 

1824, 

it 

1849. 

Mr.  W.  Quin,  

u 

1839, 

ti 

ti 

Dr.  McBurncy, 

... 

it 

1826, 

ti 

1850. 
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BELFAST  GENERAL  DISPENSARY,  REFORMED  184G. 

LIST  OF  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Attendants. 

Treasurers. 

Secretaries. 

Apothecaries. 

1846.  Mr.  Lamont  ... 
Mr.  J.  Clarke 

Mr.  Wright  ... 
Mr.  Mulholland. 

*Dr.  Moffat. 
*Mr.  MTntyre. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Reid 

Dr.  J.  Moore. 



*Mr.  Ring. 

Mr.  liar  kin 

• • • • • • • • 



*Mr.  Rea. 

Dr.  Malcolm  

*Dr.  Black. 

Mr.  Browne. 

Dr.  Dill. 

1847.  Dr.  M‘Bumey 

*Dr.  Halliday. 

Mr.  Wheeler. 

1848.  *Mr.  Corry 
*Mr.  Smith. 

1850.  *Mr.  Ross 

1851.  *Mr.  Armstrong 

*Mr.  Coleman. 

Mr.  Armstrong 

* Those  now  in  office. 


BELFAST  GENERAL  DISPENSARY. 


Year-. 

Cases. 

YTsits. 

Presciiptions. 

Eemoved  to  Hospital. 

8 Mos.  1846 

9,226 

5827 

21,151 

451 

1847 

24,214 

17,350 

53,835 

3932 

1848 

16,518 

7406 

35,169 

1195 

1849 

17,690 

8896 

38,168 

1097 

1850 

22,091 

10,226 

44,910 

1144 

89,739 

49,705 

193,233 

7819 

Annual  average,  20,127 

10,969 

43,020 

1842 

9T  per  cent,  arc  removed  to  Hospital. 


CALCULATED  COST  OF  MEDICAL  RELIEF. 


Year. 

Total  Expenditure. 

Cases. 

Average  per  head. 

1846 

£698  8 7 

9226 

£0  16 

1847 

1,061  19  7 

21,214 

0 0 Hi 

1848 

925  4 3 

16,518 

0 1 li 

1849 

884  10  5 

17,690 

0 10 

1850 

940  10  0 

19,737 

0 0 Hi 

£4,510  12  10 

84,385 

0 1 li 

Omitting  the  year  1846,  the  average  for  the  four  years  is  exactly  One  Shilling  per 
patient ; but  it  is  even  less,  as  medicines  supplied  to  the  Hospital,  are  included  in  the 
expenditure. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  INSANE, 

OPENED  IN  JUNE,  1829. 

(Extracted  and  calculated  from  the  Resident  Physician’s  Annual  Reports.) 


Year, 

A-vemge 

Number 

in 

Asylum. 

Mania, 

Monomania. 

Dementia. 

Othei-s. 

Deaths 

per 

Cent. 

Suicidal 

and 

Homicidal 

Cases. 

Criminals. 

1830 

49 

1831 

103 

1832 

132 

1833 

131 

1834 

139 

1835 

156 

1836 

163 

1837 

166 

1838 

178 

1839 

194 

. • 

• «• 

»••  • 

8-24 

12 

12 

1840 

217 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• « « 

12-88 

7 

7 

1841 

244 

61 

17 

3 

31 

9-80 

22 

— 

1842 

246 

77 

5 

3 

31 

10-94 

14 

10 

1843 

249 

79 

6 

3 

35 

7-21 

— 

— 

1844 

253 

80 

32 

2 

• « • 

8-29 

12 

1 

1845 

258 

83 

23 

7 

15-50 

30 

— 

1846 

252 

60 

6 

12 

29 

9-51 

17 

— 

1847 

254 

69 

9 

5 

30 

10-58 

27 

2 

1848 

262 

82 

4 

7 

47 

17-90 

32 

4 

1849 

271 

66 

3 

8 

43 

11-05 

27 

2 

1850 

267 

67 

8 

8 

37 

16-07 

30 

4 

1851 

271 

71 

59 

10 

10-69 

• 23 

— 

av.11-43 

' 

DIETARY. 

BREAKFAST. 

One  quart  stirabout,  and  three-fourths  of  a pint  mixed  milk, 

One-and-a-half  pint  stirabout,  and  one-half  pint  mixed  milk, 

DINNER. 

One-half  pound  loaf  bread  (or  3 lbs.  potatoes),  six  ounces) 
solid  meat,  and  one  pint  soup,  . . . . . . . . f 

One-half  pound  loaf  bread  (or  3 lbs.  potatoes),  and  one  quart) 
soup  (made  with  ox  heads,  vegetables,  oatmeal,  barley,  > 
and  pease),  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ) 

One-half  pound  loaf  bread  (or  3 lbs.  potatoes),  and  one-and-) 
half-pint  soup, . . . , . . . . . . . . . . ) 

Three-fourths  of  a pound  loaf  bread  (or  lbs.  potatoes),  and) 
one  pint  mixed  milk,  . . . . . . . . . . . . ) 

One-half  pound  loaf  bread  (or  3 lbs.  potatoes),  and  one  pint)^ 
mixed  milk,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ) 

SUPPER. 

One-half  pound  loaf  bread,  and  three-fourths  of  a pint  mixed') 
milk,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

One-half-pound  loaf  bread,  and  one-half-pint  mixed  milk, . . j 

h 


Males. 

) Every 

Females. 

) Morning. 

Males  & 

One  day 

Females. 

j a- week. 

1 Five  days 
1 a-week. 

Males. 

Females. 

J ' 

Males. 

One  dav 

Females. 

J.  a-week. 

Males. 

1 Summer 

Females. 

J 6 months 

■ 

XXX. 
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1 

f Winter 
I G months. 

j 


One  quart  stirabout,  and  three-fourths  of  a pint  new  milk,  Males. 

One -and-half-pint  stirabout,  and  one  half-pint  new  milk,..  Females. 

***  Patients  who  ai'e  activelj'  employed,  are  allowed  a portion  of  meat,  in  addition  to  the 

soup,  five  days  in  the  week.  Wlieii  the  state  of  the  patients’  health  requires  it,  the  diet  is  changed  accord- 
ingly, and  any  other  substituted  that  may  be  considered  requisite  by  the  Medical  Officers- 

OCCUPATION  IN  ASYLUM. 

Males. — Cultivating  the  ground,  weaving,  winding,  and  warping.  Making  and  re- 
pairing shoes,  pumping  Avater,  tailoring,  smith-work,  painting,  basket-making. 

Females. — Spinning,  knitting,  making  and  repairing  clothing,  bedding,  &c.  Em- 
broidering, quilting,  Avashing  in  laundry,  assisting  servants. 

CAUSES  OF  INSANITY. 

Moral  Causes  — Domestic  misfortune,  grief,  apprehensions  relating  to  a future  state  ; 
jealousy,  loss  of  property,  pride,  poverty,  and  remorse.  Fright,  fear  of  Avant,  reverses, 
religious  excitement  and  enthusiasm.  Disappointed  affections,  domestic  quarrels,  OA^er 
application  to  business,  OA^er  study,  irregular  habits,  remorse  of  conscience,  seduction. 

PuA'siCAL  Causes. — Abuse  of  mercury  and  other  medicines,  bodily  debility,  puerpe- 
ral affections,  intemperance,  effects  of  fcA^er,  epilepsy,  disease  of  the  uterus,  injury  on 
the  head,  effect  of  cold,  indigestion,  jAaralysis,  sedentary  employment,  severe  beatings, 
Avant  of  employment,  uiiknoAvn  or  hereditary  complaints. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

General  debility,  dysentery,  disease  of  the  chest,  epilepsy,  disease  of  brain,  maniacal 
exhaustion,  disease  of  liver,  delirium  tremens,  apoplexy,  inanition,  paralysis,  atrophy, 
uterine  disease,  typhus,  disease  of  heart,  old  age,  cancer,  suicide,  dropsy,  rheumatism, 
lumber  abscess,  enteritis. 

AGES  OF  ADMISSIONS  FOR  ELEVEN  YEARS. 


Under  20, 

From  20  to  30,  ... 

From  36  to  40,  ... 

From  40  to  50,  ... 

• • • • • • 

98 

305 

286 

273 

From  50  to  60,  ... 

From  60  to  70, 
From  70  to  80,  ... 

• •• 

150 

56 

9 

EDUCATION  OF  ADMISSIONS  FOR  TEN  YEARS. 

Well  educated,  ... 

49 

Can  read  only. 

290 

Can  read  and  vvrite. 

• • * • • • 

565 

Totally  uneducated. 

160 

STATISTICS  OF  LYING-IN  HOSPITALS, 

SHEWING  THE  MORTALITY  OF  THE  MOTHER. 

I. — RETURNS  OF  THE  Glasgow  Mateknitt  Hospital  (Fifth  Annual  Report.) 
[ Intern  Cases  in  1848 — 312,  and  4 deaths  ; or  1'2  per  cent. 

Extern  cases — 293,  and  2 deaths  ; or,  0*7  per  cent. 

Total — 605  cases,  and  6 deaths  ; or,  nearly  1 per  cent. 

II. — R E T U R N S OF  THE  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin  (under  the  late  Dr. 

Joseph  Clarke.)  ... 

Interns,  from  1st  January,  1787,  till  1st  October,  1791 — No.  10,387,  deaths,  125, 
or,  1*2  per  cent. 

III. — RETURNS  OF  Midavifery  Practice,  by  A.  M.  Adams,  M.D.,  GlasgoAv : 

Published  1844. 

Number  of  cases,  G28  ; deaths,  6 ; or,  0‘8  per  cent,  nearly. 


t 
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LIST  OF  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS  IN  BELFAST. 


General  Hospital 
Physicians, 
now  or  formerly. 


R.  Stephenson,  M.  D. 
|B[.  M‘Connac,  M.  D. 
Thos.  Thomson,  M.D, 
fThos.  Andre  wSjM.D. 
J.  S.  Reid,  M.  D. 

W.  Moffat,  M.  D. 

A.  G.  Malcolm,  M.D. 
J.  M.  Pirrie,  M.D. 

P.  Lynch,  M.D. 


Apothecaries  ct  Chemists 

J.  Grattan  & Co. 

J.  D.  Marshall. 

W.  Marshall. 

Thos.  Aickin. 

E.  Walkington. 

J.  M‘Adam. 

J.  Curran. 

W.  Dobbin. 
Blackburn  & Co. 


General  Hospital 
Surgeons, 
now  or  formerly. 


A.  Marshall,  M.D. 

H.  Purdon,  M.D. 

R.  hlTvibbin,  M.D. 
Joseph  Bryson,  M.D, 
Samuel  Hunter,  M.D, 
fA.  Gordon,  M.D. 
James  Moore,  M.D. 
fH.  Stewart,  M.D. 
^.Lamont,F.R.C.SI, 
Samuel  Browne,  R.N. 


Dentists. 
J.  Barnett. 

T.  Grattan. 

J.  Davis. 

R.  Barnett. 


Physicians  and  Surgeons 
. iu  private  practice. 


♦W.M‘Gee,M,DR.N. 
*Thos.  Read,  M.D. 
*tW.  Burden,  M.D. 
*tJ-C.Ferguson,  M.D. 
*R.  Stewart,  M.  D. 
♦John  Aickin. 

*John  Quin. 

H.  Ferguson,  M.D. 
*R.  F.  Dill,  M.D. 

J.  Patterson,  M.D. 

J.  Collins,  M.D, 

*C.  D.  Purdon,  M.D. 
J.  Kennedy  M.D. 

J.  Drennan  M.D. 

*C.  Black,  M.D. 

*J.  Hallidaj",  M.D. 

J.  BJizard  M.D. 

H.  hlurney,  hl.D. 

J.  Armstrong. 

*J.  W.  Smith. 

■* *H.  Ross. 

J.  Patrick. 

Snodden. 


General  pi-actitioners  who 
keep  shop  or  supply  medi- 
cines. 


*S.  Bryson,  M.D. 

*A.  Officer. 
*J.S.Mulholland,M.D 
*J.  Murray,  M.D. 

*R.  Bryce,  M.D. 

*H  Moore. 

E.  Dorrian. 

*A.  Harkin. 

*J.  W.  Beck,  M.D. 
*W.  Johnston. 

G.  Quin. 

*J.  Clarke, 

* J.  Mawhinney. 
•C.Mulholland. 

*T.  Wheeler. 

*T.  C.  S.  Corry. 

J.  Alexander. 

W.  Heburu. 

S.  Rea. 

J.  Fryer,  M.D. 
♦Moreland,  M.D. 

J.  Gelston. 

D.  ^lurray. 

W.  J.  M‘Niece. 

G.  Wales. 

J.  Smith. 

E.  Gribben. 

J.  Hood. 

*J.  M‘Cleery. 

*J.  Dickson. 

T.  Mawhinney. 


♦These  are,  or  have  teen,  engaged  in  public  practice  in  other  Hospitals,  or  as  Dispensary  Attendants,  or 
+ Medical  Institutions,  here  or  elsewhere.* 

+ Piofessors  of  Queen’s  College.  i Professor  formerly  of  Iloyal  College. 


PUBLIC  MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS  IN  BELFAST. 

Queen’s  College — Eight  Professors,  ...  ...  ...  ,,,  g 

General  Hospital — Four  Physicians,  four  Surgeons,  House-Surgeon  and  Apothe- 

10 

District  Hospital  for  the  Insane — Visiting  Physician,  Resident  Do.,  Surgeon- 
Apothecary,  3 

Union  Hospital  Two  Physicians,  and  House-  Surgeon, 3 

Lying-in-Hospital — Physician,  ...  ^ ^ 

Court-Bridewell — Physician,  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

Ophthalmic  Institution — Surgeon  and  Assistant,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 
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General  Dispensary — Six  District  Attendants,  and  two  Apothecaries, 

8 

Charitable  Society — Two  Physicians,  

• • • • • • 

2 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute — Physician,  

1 

Ulster  Female  Penitentiary — 

t • • • t • 

1 

Magdalen  Asylum — Physician,  

1 

St.  Patrick’s  Orphan  Society — Physician, 

1 

Life  Insurance  Offices — Medical  Referees, 

40 

Emigration  Office  and  Quarantine — Medical  Inspector, 

1 

Seamens’  Fund — Medical  Inspector,  

• • • • t • 

1 

Marine  Board — Medical  Inspector, 

1 

Factories — Inspectors, 

2 

Police  Force — Medical  Officei',  

• ••• 

1 

Local  Constables — ^hledical  Officer, 

1 

Oddfellows — Three  Lodges — Medical  Officers,  

• • • • • • 

3 

Foundries — Medical  Officers,  

• • • t • • 

4 

Friendly  Societies — Medical  Officers,  

... 

6 

Railways — 

•••  ••• 

Officers  of  Health — 

•t*  ••• 

QUEEN’S  COLLEGE,  BELFAST. 

LIST  OF  THE  FACULTY  OF  MEDICINE,  1851. 

Hugh  Cabusle,  M.D.,  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Practical 

Alex.  Gordon,  M.D Professor  of  Surgery. 

John  C.  Ferguson,  A.M.,M,D.  Professor  of  Medicine. 

Horatio  Stewart,  M.D.,  ...  Professor  of  Materia  Medica. 

William  Burden,  M.D.,  ...  Professor  of  Midwifery. 

Thomas  Andrews,  M.D.,  V.P.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

George  Dickie,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Natural  History. 

! J.  F.  Hodges,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

THE  END. 

. ^ .4 

• ♦*  * 

, W.  AND  O.  AGNEW,  I’KINTEllS,  ARTHUR-SQUARE. 
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